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angtract

The Purpose of this study ie to find out facts about muptia-

lity and related charnc%oristics in urban and rural ares of Thail=nd.

The data used ar¢ taken from the Longitudinal Study of Seciecl,
Leonomic and Demograppic Change in Thailand, conducted by the Institute
of Population Studies, Chulslongkorn University in April - May of 19¢9
and 1970 respectively. The llethod used in collecting data was to
administer questiomnairs to head of Households, their wives, and
every ever - married woun aged under 60 including those who were

widowed, divorced or scoerated at the time of the interview.

The result of thiz study indicates that nuptiality pattern
of people in Thailand can be classified as "moderate" one, that.is
the nuptiality pattern of Theiland can not be regarded as a
"Traditional" one, ot the same time, it is clearly not as a modern

as of "European" one.

Economic factors considered in this study are index of wealth,

occupation of the heads of households and their wives and woman's



worldng experience for ucges before marriage. The result are as
follows: persons who arc n high economic level married later than
those who are in average or low level of economic status. However
the differences between nc at first marriage and the index of
wealth are clearer in urbon places than rural areas; i.e. skilled
workers married later th:n unskilled workers; women who ever worked
for pay before marrisge norried later than those who never worked.
Furthermore it is found th:t wormen who ever worked for longer period

narried later.

As far as socicl fnctofs are concerned, it is found that in .
both urben and rursl placce there is a positive correlation between
educational attainment and age ot first marriage i.ge persons who
had higher education merricd later than thosc who had lower education.
With regard to mate melcction, it is interesting to find that women
in urban area who claimcd they selected their own spouse married
later than those who had parental or others selection, however, the

situstion in rural aree was in reverse direction.

Concerned with (emographic factors, such as ethnicity, there
is little effect on age =t first marriage of heads of households but
it is not true among Chincsc womene. They married earlier than Chinese-

Thai or Thai women.

In connection with fertility, it is found that age at first
merriage is inversely rcleted to fertility €.ge. women who married
at younger ages had hishcr fertility than those who married later in

both rural and urban places.
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