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Thesis Title The Ministry of Interior and Rural Elementary
Education : Study in Functions Roles and

Problens
Name Mr+Ruangchai Chongsa-liguan Department of
Local Government
Acadinic Year 1972
ABSTRACT

Rural Elementary Education Administration is publicly accep-
ted as a duty of local units. The Ministry of Interior, as a local
units administor, has been endowed with the responsibilities of
controlling and promoting such activities in administrative func
tion which began in 1911 ,Though the Ministry of Interior's educa-
tional functions and roles were disminishing during 1948 - 1966,
because of the promulgation of the Civil Service Act (No.4) in 1948
which affected Rural Elementary Education being indirectly and
unofficially transferred into the administration of the PrinmaryEdu-
cation Department of +the Ministry of Education; it has regained the
same functions and roles since October 1,1966 with the result of
the Act of Transferring sdome kinds of Primary Schools to Changewat
Administrative Organizations in 1966, and the Agreements between
the Ministry of Interior and the Ministry of Education in Deverber,
1965.

In this thesis; the writer has found that the Ministry of
Interior has played so great a role in Rural Elementary Education
Administration that scme people say that the administration at this
level belongs to the Ministry of Interior since this ministry has
given help to Changwat Administrative Organizations in many ways
such as Possition classification, personel recruitment; training,
promotion, retirement; especially financial management. Besides

the above=-mentioned functions, there are also other roles performed



by its local representatives némely; Governors; Deputy=-Governors,
Assistant Governors and District Officers etc., as well as acting
or appointed head or the chief of Changwat Administrative Organi-

zations or their sections (some sections).

In fact; its functions and roles mentioned above; are still
within the frame or Limmitation of promoting and controlling; not
directing this education administration at all as some people think.
The reason is that according to Local Administrative Laws, Changwat
Administrative Organization has reasonable autonomy, discretionary
authority and dicision-making power to perform its educational
functions under the consent and control of the Changwat Council— the
local people's representative. There is no authority provided for
the Ministry of Interior to direct, order; command; restrain;
revoke or veto any changwats! action wich is legally done unless
such action is against the laws, regulations, or involves national
politics nor does it interfere with changwats! autonomy; discreti-

onary authority or dicision- making power.

Regarding the allocation of educational bugct; the Ministry
of Interior only plays the role of a co-ordinator and allocates tc
Changwat in a lump sum money according to the Changwats' requests
and needs. The controlling of Changwats' expenditures comes in the
form of negulations; rules; suggestions and recommendations
created by the Mirnistry of Interior which does not increase Chang-
wats'! burdens. But help them to have a quick and uniform action
throughout the country.

Although the functions and rcles of the Ministry of Interior
in Rural Elementary Education are merely a promotor and controller
as well as co-ordinator; Changwat Administrative Organization,
waich is directly and legally responsible for this cducation
administration, is not yet deemed a completc Local Self=Government,
the big problems are the lack of adequate buget and efficient per-

sonel., Therefore the best solutions for these problems, so far as



the writer has found; are to add Changwats more authority in col-
lecting taxes and fecs for their own revenues as educational
administration expenditurc and back them up with adequate effici-
ent personel, expecially cducational administrators both in
Changwat and Amphoe level by giving financial support for the
above=mentioned positions; at least during the early period. In
addition, the Jcint Committee and the Sub-Joint Committec at a
mininterial lcvel, who are working as the co-ordinating units should
be greatly improved in their functions in order to achieve

their goals of upgraining Rural Elementary Education Administra-

tion.
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