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Thesis Title : Translated Works in Thailand

Name : Miss Wannee Thongkien
Department : Library Science
Advisor : Professor Chaluay Vudhaditya
Academic Year : |972

* ABSTRACT

The purposes of this thesis are: *o study the importance
and value of translation in education, translation activities in
some countries, the historical background and present conditions
of translation works in Thailand, including also the ways to
promote translations in larger scales in Thailand,

The result of the research reveals that |iteral transla-
tion first began in Thailand about 500 years ago, a decade or two
before the translations of the Bible in Europe, There are about
1,300 titles of translated books since Ayudhaya period.
Translators in the old days were by the command of the kings.

Not unti] in the reign of King Rama V, translation for commercial
purposes began,

Nowadays 55% of translators are government officials and
Instructors in academic institutions, 85 percent of books
trenslated into Thai arg from English, and |5 percent from Chinese,

Pali, French and other languages. About 34,15 percent of



translated books were printed during the year 1962 to 1966, Most of
them are novels (44%), The major problems of translation in
Thailand is the lacking of professional franslators and payment for
the work is |ow,

To solve these problems in Thailand there should be "Thai
Translation Association,'" which will be responsible for negotiat-
ing payment with publishers, improving standards of ftranslations,

and obtaining copyright for ftranslators,
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