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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to present a finding on the
basic knowledge of, interest in and political attitude of Bangkok
voters toward democracy and their voting behavior in the April
Forth General Election, 1976. All data have been gathered from
interviews and questionnaires administered to three selected
localities in the capital city: Tung Mahamek Flat, Fhya Thai Flat
and Ramkhamhang University. The size of the sample is 142. The
study is focused on 6 issues: knowledge of Thai parliamentary
system of government; interest in current political affairs;
attitude toward current politics and the democratic form of
governments attitude toward the exercise of voting rights; past.
and present political participation and the process of voting
decision.

This present study is divided into 3 parts. The first
part deals with research methodology and analyses of all items in
the questionnaire. The second part measures the relationships
between demographic characteristics of the respondent and the above
mentioned issues. The last part is the statistical analyses and

discussion on the relationship between each pair of the issues.



5e

Te

The findings revesl that:=-

In the majority of the cases, knowledge of Thai parliamentary
system of government is fairly high,

Some 75 percent of our respondents show strong interest in
current political affairs.

About one half of our subjects have favorable attitude toward
current politics and the democratic form of government.
Although the rest show strong distaste for current politics,

they fairly value democracy.

‘ Thé.majority are interested in and have favorable attitude

toward voting.

Sex, educational level and socio-economic status are found to

be strongly related to knowledge 0fy interest ins and attitude

toward politics and democratic form of government and voting
attitude. Other demographic characteristics play a small
part in all 6 issues.

With respect to the last part, the folloWing relationships

are found:

a. between knowledge of Thai parliamentary system of govern-
ment and attitude toward current politics and the
democratic form of government.

b. between knowledge of Thai parliamentary system of govern-
ment and attitude toward voting.

c. between interest in current political affairs and attitude
toward voting.

de between attitude toward voting and current politics and
the democratic form of government.

No relationship is found between interest in current political

affairs and attitude toward politices and the democratic form

of government.
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