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LBSTRACT

Thailand has since June 24, 1932, adopted a democratic and
parliementary system of govermment as the principle for goverming
the country. Since then, 45 governments have come with power and
entrugted with the respongibilities for administraticn. But most
of theu do not have politiczl partics as their power base. ALlthough
informal political parties hawve had a role to play since 1932,

No political ieader who has been backed by political parties have
been able to stay in power until the end of their normal terms.

On the contwary, leaders produced by the military have maintained
their political power for a considerable period without being
checked by political pressure of the pecple. This is the cause of
the imbalance whereby the ruling power dees not respond to the need

of the popular majority.



b

The zuthor carried out the research by the following hypothesis:

le Political parties in Theiland cre unable to produce their
own political leaders because they do nct have political power and
they are unable to stey in power long enough to attract people to
use them as a step towards political power.

2. Political parties in Thailand are unable to get a support
from pressure groups so they have no power base to produce political
leaders.,

3+ Some pressure groups have more power than politicsl parties

as they are able to produce more influential political lecders.

To support the abovementioned hypothesis, the auther has
studied documents and collect various data from newspapers, weckly

publications, anc thesis as secondary resource.

The study reveals that politiecal parties are unable to produce
political leaders who cculd challenge pressure groups because the
parties have always been politically wealt and lack continuity. 4
series of military ccupe dtetat which always lead tc the dissolution
of the political parties is a major barrier against developmont of
a strong and affective party system. Moreover, the parties are
unable to écquire support of powerful pressure and interest gTOUPS .
Some of these groups. assume the role of political parties, for
instance the army, the civil bureaucracy, students and labors.

In particular, the army has been very effective in performing role of
political recruitment and Preducing continucusly copotle political

leaders. 4s long as tle parties lack support of the Pressure group



i
in particulsr, and the public in general, it is rather difficult

for them to perform an effective political recruitment functions
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