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Abstract

The purpose of this present thesis is to make a comparative
study of the exposure to mass media and interpersonal relationships
between urban and rural populations. By taking into account the
analysis of audiences and an overview of geographic, demographic,
economic, social and psychological characteristics, the main hypothesis
is as follows :

" The exposure to mass media and interpersonal relationships
between urban and rural populations is correlated to the geographic,
demographic, economic, social and psychological characteristics. "

Most of the study is to compare the primary data derived
from the Longitudinal Survey of Social, Economic and Demographic Change
in Thailand, both rural and urban phases, conducted by the Institute of
Population Studies of Chulalongkorn University. The surveys are a
national coverage sampling of 1969 and 1970, including documentary
research and other relevant information.

It appears from the study that communication patterns and
basic characteristics reveal both sharp contrasts and interesting simi-
larities between rural and urban populations. So far as the geographic
characteristics are concerned, it is found that rural and urban
population distributions are characterized by great similarities, even
though there is a contrast of population in each region. The communi-
cation channels of the people are mostly by way of interpersonal rela-
tionship in the countryside but by exposure to mass media for the city
dwellers.

Demographic characteristics determined by age composition
also played an important part. It appears that the exposure to mass
media and interpersonal relationships is closely correlated to age
groups, positively in rural areas where the older age groups affect
the increasing proportion of the movers, newspaper - book and magazine
readers, radio listeners and television viewers, and negatively in
urban areas where the older age groups affect the decreasing proportion
of the exposure to mass media and interpersonal relationship.

Migration resembles the same correlation of the exposure to
mass media and interpersonal relationship. The more household heads
who experience migration, the greater the proportion of exposure to



mass media and interpersonal relationship have been achieved.

Economic characteristics with respect to occupational compo-
sition also play no correlation between the exposure to mass media and
interpersonal relationship. The most striking feature of the review on
economic elements indicates that the higher economic status the household
heads have, the greater the proportion of exposure to mass media and
interpersonal relationships.

Educational level as one of the social characteristics is
significantly related to the exposure to mass media and interpersonal
relationship. The capacity to benefit from mass media - particularly
printed media depends on the standard of education as a whole. 1In
general, household heads with higher levels of education tend to have
the greater proportion of exposure to mass media and interpersonal
relationship.

The last psychological characteristic to be reviewed is the
attitude towards Family Planning. It is found that exposure to mass
media and interpersonal relationships are also related to the adoption
of Family Planning, that is, the proportion of household heads with
greater orientation of exposure to mass media and interpersonal rela-
tionship are due largely to be the respondents in the approve category
more so than the disapprove or depends category.

In conclusion, it appears that the exposure to mass media
and interpersonal relationships are not related to geographic and
economic elements but are significantly related to demographic, social
and psychological characteristics, these findings make it possible to
both accept and reject the standing hypothesis. The present study,
in addition, suggests that radio is the only medium which has permeated
to almost the entire rural and urban populations as well as newspaper
readers is remarkably potential in rural areas. Unless the illiteracy
of rural population is largely overcome and newspapers are made availa-
ble throughout rural areas, then, the mass media communication will not
be possible the diffusion of new ideas, attitudes, knowledge and tech-
nology from urban centers to rural areas.

As a matter of fact, the implications of the study can be
fruitfully used in planning and policy making by means of target seg-
mentation and communication strategies for the benefit of national and
mass communication development and Family Planning communication.

Finally, further study in much greater detail and at regular
intervals is anticipated which will substantially emphasise the cor-
relation and differential of the comparative study of exposure to mass
media and interpersonal relationship. These future studies will yield
more complete information and will form a valuable contribution towards
future studies concerning Thailand's population.
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