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ABSTRACT

The aim of this thesis is to study the attitude of the
Thai people toward the 1976 election. In the past, few people
voted in election. This may demonstrate that many people feel
political elections are not important. Such apathy may partly be
due to the lack of politicel knowledge on the part of the people.
Another possible reason for such apathy may stem from s history

of discontinuity in the Thai governmental system,

After having studied the attitude of 257 people in 5
tembols located in Amphur Kabinburi.about the election of April 4,

B.E. 2519, the followings were found :

1. Most people have only basic political knowledge
about their government, but do not quite understand the details

due to their educational background.

2. The people's interest and participation are related

to their faith in the political system. A majority of the respondents

are interested in news relating to election. Radio is the most

effective means of mass media. As to the political participation,



most peoplé are not willing to join eny political activity.

3¢ Political consciousness is still at the dissatisfactory
level, This is due to the lack of political knowledge about their
government. Many people are still in favour of and only demand law

and order.

4s The political campaigns do not stigulate of awaken the
people to politics, Partly this is due to the short campaign

period arranged by the government.

5« The results of the election thaet took place on April
4, 2519 show thaet the vote turnouts for voters both nation wide and

in Amphur Kabinburi were less than in the previous year.

In conclusinn it was found that most people are interested
in news regarding election and have satisfactory basic knowledge of
politics. However, there are still some’unwanted attitudes, for
instance, some of the people do not take any attention to political
campaign. However this should be regarded as mormal for lowly
educated people., The failurc of candidates in reaching the people
as well as the short period of time provided for preparing election
are barriers to thie pecple's participation. Tye most important
obtacle of the said problem is that forty four years of Thoi democragy
has been disrupted because of periodic coups. Thailand needs more
time for her people to participate more actively in the political

process,

This research, shows that if the people have better
opportunity to elect their representatives, the more political

knowledge and experience they will gain., It is worth noting that



political campaigns can help cducate and stimulate the people toward
this goal and the role of political parties in this aspect should be
encouraged so that the path of demccracy in Thailand will be less

hazardocus than it has been in the last four decades.
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