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ABSTRACT

Political turmoils’seem to be an inextricable chapter in
the history of mankind. Seutheast Asia has had its fair share of
such dramatic events,. It could be justly claimed that the year
1975 is the turning peint-in the modern history of Southeast Asia,
since it witnessed the decisive communist takeover of the Indochinese
states, as well as the beginning of the tragic tale of human
sufferings highlighted by endless flights of Indochinese people
from their homelands. Hundreds of thousands of these people have
fled their countries for fear of or due to political and economic
suppression, thus giving rise to two new vocabularies, namely,

"boat people" and "land people". Ever since the start of this
human exodus, Thailand has borne the brunt of looking after a very
large number of displaced persons from Laos, Kampuchea, and Vietnam.

In the case of Lao displaced persons, it could be predicted with



uncertainty that they would cross the border into Thai border

provinces, since Thailand and Laos have long common border.

Having taken into account the distinctive features of the
change of Lao governmental system in comparison to the developments
in Vietnam and Kampuchea culminating in the communist takeover,
this thesis will set out to elaborate the political, economic, and
social changes in Laos which have’/driven so many people from their
homeland. However, this thesis while acknowledging different
causes of exodus from each of the three Indochinese states, realises
that the Indochinese displdced persons irrespective of their
places of origin, all share the same goal in life namely the
search for better living aﬁd~seCurity which they believe to be

non-existent in their respeetive Countries,

The Thai Goveyﬁment, fully aware of burdensome implications
resulting from the existence of Indochinese displaced persons in
Thailand, has already set out guidelines and measures in restricting
the number of such people. In this regard, it has been trying to
check the flow of Indochinese people into Thailand, as well as
sending them for resettlement in third countries. However, a
great number of these people still remain in Thailand, inspite
of the Government's efforts in resettlement in third countries
and voluntary repatriation. Those who remain are confined to
various refugee centres scattered all over Thailand. As this

thesis puts a great emphasis on the important events in Laos



prior to the Communist takeover in 1975, it thus follows that it
will also study in detail the plighfs of Lao displaced persons in
refugee centres. And for the sake of clarity, Nong Khai Displaced

Person's Camp is selected as a case study.

It is a well-known fact that the presence of Indochinese
displaced persons has caused profound political, economic, and
social problems, which may threaten national security and stability
of Thailand. But it is rarely pointed out that although the Thai
Govérnment could hardly comtrol the effects of the turn of events
in the Indochinese states, /it could nonetheless abate the
seriousness of such effects by taking efficient measures regarding
the remaining Indochinese displaced persons, This thesis, after
its study of Nong Khai Displaced Person's Camp, has reached the
conclusion that if Thai officials were to strictly perform their
duties, many wrongs might be averted. It is essential that the
Government must come to terms with the present problem of effectively
supervising the displaced person's camps and centres. As long as
there still aré displaced persons in Thailand, this problem will

remain a challenge to the Government's ability.
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