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ABSTRACT

The purposes of this thesis were to study the environmental
characteristics of young rural children in the following aspects 3
(1) the three characteristics of environments : physical, psychological
and social environments; (2) the environmental characteristics of young
rural children as classified by regions, economic status, sex and birth

orders.

The sample were one hundred and ninety-two mothers, with the
children aged ranging from two years and three month old to three years
and five month old in the various sup-districts from the three reginal
parts of Thailand; 48 from the North, 48 from the Northeast and 96 from
the Central. Thg subjects were equally classified with respect to
economic status, sex and birth order. Questionnaires and interview were
used as the instruments. Analysis of the data was summerized by percen-

tage presented in tablese.



The major findings of the study were as the following:
1l. Physical environments :

It was found that houses in the northern and central regions
were devided into more roomed-sections (5 to 6 sections) than those in
the Northeastern which were devided from 1 to 4 sectionse. Houses of
high economic status families had more roomed-sections (3 to 4 sections)

than the ones of the low economic status (only 2 sections)e

Children in the northern and northeastern regions slept on

mattresses, whereas the ones in the central region slept on mats.
2. Psychological environments

Mothers in the northern and central regions believed that
children should obey their orders but could be flexible in some cases.
Mothers in the northeastern region reported that children had to obey

them inevitably.

Mothers in the Northern, mother§ from the high economic
status from all of the three reginal parts, mothers who had daughters,
as well as mothers of the later borm children were found to give less
punishment than those from the Northegstern and Central, and those of
the low economic status of all groups, as well as those who had sons,

and those of the first born children.

Mothers in the central region from the high economic status
families indicated that their children had high intelligence, while the

ones in the northern and the northeastern regions from the low economic




status groups reported that their children' intelligence were average.

Mothers in the northern region and those who had daughters
expected their children to be teachers; while those in the Northeastern
expected their children to help them to do farming, and those in the
Central revealed that their children should meke their own decisions

in their career with respect to choices.

3« Social environments :
It was found that families were the nuclear ones comprised
4 to 5 members with excellent interrelationship. Mothers played more
important parts in children rearing with some helps from grandmothers,
fathers and brothers or sisters. Moreover temples were found to be the
center of villagers' meeting and radio was found to be their major

device of mass commnication.
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