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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to study the relationship between
marriage and fertility among Thai Muslim Women in the South of Thailand.
This thesis is based on datﬁ originally collected in a study sponsored
by the National Research Council in 1969 entitled "A study of the know-
ledge, attitudes, and practices regarding family planning." The original
sample included both men and women from the rural arcas of Yala province,
namely Bangoisnaa village in Yaha district and Buersmung village in Raman
district, For the purposc of this thesis, however, we only selected the
data provided by the 500 wemen in the sample, and this study does not
try to prove or disprove any hypothesis.

Results of this study were as follow :

Thai Muslim Women in the South of Thailand gave birth on the
averagc to 3-4 children. Very little difference was found between the
fertility of women who were married only once and those who had remarried

even when we control for age,

It was also found that a bride who first got married at the age
of under sixteen tended to more childlessness than those who married at

sixteen years of age or older.

Marriage was more frequent among men and women whose premarriage
residence was in the same village than those of different villages;
and the latter tended tc hear less children than the former. This
difference varied, howcver, when the number of remarriages was accounted
for,



When sociological factors were taken into consideration the
following findings were obtained : Educated couples tended to bear less
children than illiterate couples., The length of time spent in religious
schools or pondok did not change their pattern of having children.
Religious belief should not be an obstacle to the promotion of family
plenning progran, The majority of subjects thought that contraception
was not contradictory to their religious teachings.

Concerning cconomic factors, the subjects whnse husbands were
farmers, laborers, or traders, tended to have less children than those
whose hasbands were unemployed, and subjects with higher family income
tended to have less children,

With regard to attitudes towards family size, it was found, on
the average, that they felt 3-4 children for each couple was ideal,
Incidentally there were some subjoets who had more children tharr tho
number they considered as ideal,

When asked for their ideas on birth control, most of them
approved of such practices in principle, However, among those who did
not express approval to spocific methods of birth comtrol (i.e. IU.D.,
oral pill, and sterilization) their reasons for not loing so were varied.
Some thought that the methods were dangerous and troublesome, other gave
religious objections wirile still others indicated that they did not know
what the methods were, K

Thai Muslims in South Thailand have small mumbers of children but
appearently are not influenced by fomily planning programs, It is
suggested that the government should take immediate action on promo-
ting the program more widely anong all Thai muslim women in the South,
though they alrcady have small families.
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