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Thesis Tittle . The 1949 Constitution Drafting Process,-
Name Miss Sunee Atimutipaph; Department of Government

Acaddmic Year 1974
ABSTRACT

In I932, Thailand changed from an absoclute mona:;'chy to
a constituticnal system of government. Over the past 40 years
under this system, the constitution was rewritten many times, by
means of coup d'etat, Many of the new consti‘bu‘tions were drafted
solely for the benefit of the political groups in command and
for the oon‘salidatioﬁ of their power,

Two years after the November 9,I947 coup d'etat, a new
"Perm:ment Constitution" was promulgated t- replace the temporary
one then in use, This new version deserves a close study because
it contained features considered most democratic. This is all
the more interestiné since it was drafted in the tense atmosphere
of a coup d'etat and the civilians that wiélded power at the time
did not really have a real contrel over the political situation .
Actually they were SPJitted up into two groups, under the lleaders’x;ip
of Dr, Pridi Phanomyong and Nai Khaung Abhaiwcngse respectively.
Nevertheless, the rewriting of the new constitution was successfully

accomphished and it was duly promulgated as the permanent constitution



inspite of the dissatisfaction and antagonism on the part of the
military who held the real political power at that time. The
coup group was led by Feild Marshall Plack Pibvlsongkram and drew
it's members from amcng the army officers., It is, therefore, of
conciderable acadamic interest to study the political issue
involved in the constitutional drafting preocess, in particular.
how is it possible that under the prevailing conditions cculd

be successfully drafted and accepted.,

x The 1949 Permanent Constitution was the product of one
of the civilian factions, the one under the leadership of Nai
Khuang Abhaiwongse, This group of drafting committee was
persuing a policy of rendering the go;ernment more democratic, -
It set a limitation on scldiers' role in politics. Naturally
this adversely affected the status éf the military who, in the
absence of an elected government, had traditionally acted as
the political bgse for the ruling group. The adoption c¢f the
So=called permanent ccnstituticon eventually proved to be only
temporary, In vieﬁ of the prevailing political conditions,
no single political groups could abtain the necessary popular
support to form a real political base, Consequently, as socn as
the military faction nanaged to muster their strength, it
quietly launched the “1951 coup d'etat and replaced the

existing constitution with the original 1932 version,
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