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ABSTRACT

Various studies concerning ‘Thailand's foreign ralations in
the reign of King Rama VI tended to concentrate on two aspects the
handling of extraterritorial rights to achieve sovereign equality
and the role of Thailand in World War I. There are, however, many
other interesting aspects which need to be looked into, This Thesis

attempts to cover these aspectss

The fifteen years' period of Thailénd foreign relations under
the reign of King Rama VI was the time when political atmosphere
had begun to improve and thus was much different from the circums=
tance under the riegn of King Rama V when the country had to face
with a situation threatening its security and sovereignty from
Western imperialism. What kind of foreign policy persued by the
then government, which resulted in its recognition by the community
of nations and what was the role taken by Thailand at another time
when she became one of the original members of the Leaque of Nations,
which had enabled her to uphold her prestige and status within the

international communityes Thus, the scope of this thesis includes



detailed study of political, economic and other aspects in the

conduct of Thailand's international relations during this period,

s
The research result indicated efforts of the Thai Government

in atﬁempting, by every way and means, to obtain from other nations
a recognition that Thailand was a fully sovereign state and was as
progressive as any eivilized nations,. The success in the conduct
of an astute and appropriate diplomacy had resulted in getting for
Thailand a place in the world community with equality and high
prestige. It had also made clear that Thailand has been the only
independent state in Southeast Asia which had never suffered under

Western colonialism,

In the opinion of the writer, the reign of King Rama VI is
one of the critical transitional periods for Thailand in her foreign

relations, comparable with the proceding period of open door policy

in the reign of King Rama IV, because during this period, there
had been a transformation in Thailand's foreign relations from the
darkness o? inequality to the enlightenment of sovereign equality.
It could, therefbre; be said that the government at the time had

succeeded in the conduct of its foreign policye
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