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Abstract

The aim of this thesis is to study the nature and problem
of social adjustment of Thai Muslim students at Yala Teachers
Colleges Both groups of Yowerscertificate and bigher certificate
student are included in the studye Then patterns of‘ ad justment
in the setting of the Teachers College are Coumpared, taking into
account also their differences in family and religious backgroundse
Two hypotheses are made about the backgound factors related to

adjustment patterns of the studentss

a) Family backgreunds including fathers! occupations
and educational level have an effect on the Muslim students!

ad justment patterns

b) Religious backgrounds, in terms of the orthodoxy of
beliefs, and practices may have an effect on the Muslim students

adjustment.



fethers are low-educated, farmers or fisieimicns Students with
different family background have a sliphily different family °
background have a slightly differential adjustuent in the areas

of relationship with teachers, willingness to eat with Thai Puddhist

and having Duddhist friendse

¢) The factor of religious orthodaxy hos an effect on
the students' adjustments Students with strong religious feeling
can not adjust themselves as well as those who are not very
religiouse Sfudents who are not very r?ligicus use Thai more
often, have more close Puddhist friends, are willing to eat and

get along better with the non - Muslim studentse

d) The students have positiv§ and liberal attitudes
toward their education, Thei lengusge, sclection of profession and
places to live in the futures They want their children to learn
Thai, in order to be able to become goveriucnt officiales They
are willing to settle down in the community with both Duddhists
and Muslimse Student whose fathers nare well educated are more
willing to attend Duddhist religious cerci:onies than t?ose whose
fathers are low educateds Most of the lhslin students, especially
male students and students at higher ceriiiicate 1leével no matter
what their family background is, think that Thei government offis=
ciais cannot get along well with local Iusliia populations The
female students tend to choose their spouscs on the basis of cul=
tural and religious background no matter whot the family background
of the spouses ise The research also finds that the majority of
the Thai Muslim étudents, VAN % are conscious of their identity

as ° Th&io



o. .

Date used in this thesis were coliccted by means of self =
administered questionaires filled in by the hipgher and lower
certificate students at Yala Teachers College in the aca_,demi? year
1975« The questionair is divided into 4 parts + The first,
including 16 items, asks questions about s<lf- identificatione’

The second, getting information on family backgrounds, includes
7 items, the third includes 19 items concerned with adjustment in
various areas and the last one includes 12 items asking about

attitudese There are 54 items in all.

The sample who filled in the questicnsire includes 199
lover certi,ficate students (130 males 69 feuales ) and 97 higher

certificate students (48 males, 49 females)

. The results of the research arc nc follows =

| a) Some of the hypotheses were confirmed by the results of
the questionaire The students at the highecr and lower certificate
level adjusted themselves differently resarding the ability to
use Thai, the ease in getting along with “udchist Students, Then :
in no difference between the two groups in the willingness to

eat with Buddhist studentse

b) The difference of fathers! occupctions and educational
level has an effect on the students F:djus’bucnts; Students whose
fathers are well educated, government officials or merchants use -,

Thai more often, and have more Puddhist fidends than these whose
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