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PATCHARIN IMPHAN : PRESSURING FOR COMMUNITY RADIO POLICY AND ITS

IMPLEMENTATION. THESIS ADVISOR : Assoc.Prof. M.R.PRUDHISAN JUMBALA,

196 pp.

The Thesis studied The formation of community radio pressure groups in Thailand, their
strategies in pressuring for community radio policy and its implementation and the legal problems
and policy impediments put in their way. It analytically described the process based on evidence
| from documentary research and depth interviews of the group’s representatives.

The findings confimed the hypothesis that since Article 40 of the 1997 Constitution and the
accompanying law stipulated that 20% of radio frequencies be allocated to the people sector. The latter
thus moved to ensure the realization of people sector community radio. However, the state was more
inclined to allow only public participation in the production of programs rather than the actual running the
stations. Three organizations for community radio thus coalesced to pressure for a policy that confirmed
rights to operate people sector community radio. In this, the Campaign for Popular Media Reform
and the Civic Media Development Institute performed roles as attitude groups or civil society organizations
for the public interest. The Federation of Community Radios of Thailand performed roles as both a sectional
interest group and an attitude group. Thus, in its pressuring activities, it had o seek the cooperation of the
other two organizations so as to project an image of itself as a civil society organization.

In the policy process, the community radio pressure groups as 6ﬁisider groups and had to use
direct and indirect lobbying, direct action as well as networking, to gain access to the policy process and
to increase their bargaining power vis-a-vis the state. This made possible their erstwhile inclusion as
insider groups in the policy-making stage. However, in the policy implementation stage, the Thaksin
govemment and the Public Relations Department departed from the policy favourable to the groups so as
to serve their complementary interests with measures to rein in community radio stations. The pressure
groups thus became outsider groups once again and could no longer bargain successfully for the

implementation of community radio policy in a way consistent with their objectives.
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