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PROCESS FOR SELF-RELIANCE OF AGRICULTURISTS : A CASE STUDY OF
MAHASHEVALAI ISAN. THESIS ADVISOR: NARUEMOL BUNJONGJIT, Ph.D.

138 PP.

The objectives of this thesis are, firstly, to study the relationship among leaders of
local wisdom network, the northeastern multi-Hateral partnership and Mahashevalai Isan in building
self-reliance in the leaming process.

Secondly, to study the leaming process for the development of self-reliance potental
by using the sufficiency economy of Mahashevalai Isan.

Thirdly, to study the behavior change of the agrcultunists on the adoption self-reliance
methods after participating in the capacity building process of Mahashevalai Isan.

The study was camied out using qualitative research methods including in-depth
Interview and focus group discussions starting form April 2005 to Febuary 2007.

The results of the study show that (1) The local wisdom network, the northeastemn
multi-lateral partnership and Mahashevalai Isan have share the same goals and objectives. They
adopted a similar leaming process and communicated with each other. (2) The adoption of
sufficiency economy in the leaming process to develop self-reliance potential at the Mahashevalai
Isan included four components : development of leaming skills ; conceptual transformation and
knowledge building ; alliance and co-operation building ; and dissemination and replication of
knowledge. (3) After participating in the capacity-building process of Mahashevalai Isan ,
agriculturists have changed their thinking and practice from monocropping to integrated
agricultural production through the practical experience and interactive leaming process. So far,
some of them have become more self-reliance in economic aspect
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