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# # 4880103022: MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEY WORD: MAGICAL REALISM / INTERTEXTUALITY / HARUKI MURAKAMI / KAFKA ON THE

SHORE
KANYA WATTANAGUN: MAGICAL REALISM AND INTERTEXTUALITY IN HARUKI
MURAKAMI'S KAFKA ON THE SHORE. THESIS ADVISOR: SURADECH
CHOTIUDOMPANT, Ph.D., 271 pp.

The main objective of this thesis is to analyse how Haruki Murakami's Kafka on
the Shore can be considered a magical realist novel. The study focuses on magical elements in
the text and examines the relationship between Kafka on the Shore and other texts, as
intertextuality can be used to shed light on its magical realist features. The study of the odd and
illogical magical elements in Kafka on the Shore also contributes to the verification of the main

objective.

Magical occurrences that naturally and concretely arise in the real world in Kafka
on the Shore demonstrate the complex fusion between “the real” and “the unreal”. This
characteristic subverts the realist paradigm which divides things into oppositional poles.
Magical elements in Kafka on the Shore play subversive roles, for they are used to criticize the
grand narratives of various spheres: nationalism, western domination as well as capitalism. In
modern capitalist society, magic in Kafka on the Shore also functions as a mirror that reflects
the perverted mind and the alienated selves of the characters who live under the control of
capitalism. In conclusion, Kafka on the Shore is a magical realist fiction which presents the
hybrid and fluid nature of postmodern reality that cannot be gauged by rational logic or

physical senses.
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