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ABSTRACT

Orchid#Planty a8 one of the agricultural products in Thailand,
is increasing 1niimportance to the jnational income. The quantity
exported decreased ing BIES 2527 due to economic condition and
diminishing demand./ The author believes that more varieties of orchid
cultivated, improved marketing methods and cost efficiencies in
production would greatly dmprove the growers'income. Thus a study
on production cost and revenue of orchid' pot plant for decoration
such as Dendrobium (Den.) Yellow, Den, Pink, Den. Pire White and
Strap-leaf Vanda, as well as problems on plantation and marketing

where improvements was undertaken.

The study has, been done throtigh questionaires, studying
literature review and by persenal interviews' with companies with
service lon seed culture and tissue culture, growers and exporters

in (Nongkhan;, yMinburi, #Bangkhén[and nearby jateds.

The production cost are composed of fixed costs and variable
costs. Comparisons are made between the production cost and revenue
of seed culture and those of tissue culture as well as between cost

and revenuce of different varieties of orchid pot plants for decoration.



The result of this study revealed that the popularly grown
species are Den." Yellow, Den. Pure White, Den. Pink and Strap-leaf
Vanda. Growers would propagate plants through seed culture and
tissue culture. The period of culti&ation depends on tﬁe kind of
orchid. Growers would sell in different sizes such. as, commﬁnity pot,

one inch size seedling and blooming size:

The findings ofwthesstudy on cost aﬁd re§enue of seed culture
“and tissue culture are'as follow:- the average cost of seed culture

of every specie per: pottle was -.bahty 14.55, consists of’

variable cost 57.8 pércent and fixed cost 42.2 percent of the total
cost, selling frice per bo#tle was baht'30 and net profit m;rgin was
51;5 percent{ The aﬁerage cost.of tissue culture of Dendrpbium per
bottle was baht 23.33, consists-of variable cost 44.2 percent and
fixed cost 55.8 percent of jthe total cost, iselling price per bottle
was baht 80 and net profit margin was 70.8 percent. The aﬁerage cost
of tissue culture of Vanda per bottle was baht 24:38, consists

of variable cost /45.5 percent and fixed cost 54.5 péfcent of the total
cost cost, selling price per bottle was baht 120 and net profit margin
was 79.7 percent. It appeared that the éost of seed culture‘yas
lower thafi{the co&t] oftissue culture,.the cést ofy tissue“culture of
Dendrobium ‘was “lower than' the cost of ‘tissue eulture of Vanda; while
the tissue culture of Vanda yiélded highest gmet profit followed by those

of the|tissué culture lof Dendrobium and seed culture ‘respectively.

According to the result of the analysis on cost and revenue
of orchid pot plant it appeared that the average cost of production

per plant and selling price per plant from seed culture was lower



than those of tissue culture and net profit margin from tissue culture
was higher than that of seed culture. The major parts of cost consist
of plant cost, growing medium cost, labour cost, salary and depreciation
of nurseries, etc. In addition, given the cost of capital at 12

percent per annum, the rate of residual .dncome on investment of seed
culture of Strap-leaf Vanda yielded lowest rate of residual income

while that of the tissue culture of Den. Pure White and Den. Pink
yielded the highest rate, /followed by those of the tissue culture of
Den. Yellow, the seed €ulture ofdDen. Pure White and Den. Pink, the

tissue culture of JStrap-leafs Vanda and the seed culture of Den. Yellow

respectively.

The study also revealed the following major problems of the
growers: rising price of fertilizers ) and pesticides and a rather quiet
local market recently. /The exporters'problems consist of insufficient
popularity in orchid pot plant for decoration due to few varieties of

orchid and inereasing in freight charges, etc.

In view of the above-mentioned problems the following recom-
mendations are offered:- for growers, since initlal cost is necessarily
higﬁ, they should try to reduce plantation cost by using coirs instead
of using osmunda and use fertilizérs mixed 10ca11y; Government should
also give some assistance such as setting up co-operative between
grower sTand“exporters; “promot ing | technieal“knowledge amongigrowers
as 'well as*help to locate export markets for oréhids. For ‘the“exporters,

government should also help by minimizing freight charges.
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