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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this research was 1) to survey and
investigate existing moral cognition concerning Environment-Directed
Behaviors of pupils, teachers and parents, 2) to compare moral
cognition among different groups according to giX independent
variablés : egion, area of residence, status, sex, rgligion, and
family occupation, and 3) to .develop a research instrument concerning
Moral Cognition Scale : Environment-Direéted Behaviors.

The subjects were 2,835 Pupils in Prathomsukaa 6,Mathayom 3,
Mathayomsuksa 5, teachefs and parents from the five regions of
Thailand i.e. Centraly, Northerm, Southern, Northeastern and the
Bangkok Metropolis' areas. " The subjects were 'selected byiusing a
multi-gtage jsampling method. The research instruments were
questionaires for biographical data and the ‘Moral Cognition scale :
Environment - Directed Behaviors.  «The procedufes for data analysis
were the one-way analysis o6f variance and the multiple comparisons

by Sheffe's method.



Findings 1

1. The enﬁironment-directed behaviors according to the
dubjects' moral cognition which were rated as very good and proper
were "C'ollection of material things® and ""eollection of valuable
things"™; those which were rated as good ‘and.proper were" control
of plants," " gontrol of.animals®, |"control of water," "loving
animals,®™ and " conservation of the beauty of nature"., The environ-
ment~directed behaviors according to the subjects' moral cognition
which were rated bgd and improper were "expleoitation of geological
resources," “experimenting with animals,” "attempt at exterminating
animals," "arranging_gnimals fight," ®"exploitation of plants," "not
conserving energy" and "exploitation of animals,® altogether 7
behaviors. "Making the environment become dirty" was rated as very

LT

bad and improper. "Not conserving of artwork," "spirit worship,"

"superstitious beliefs," "using animals to work" and "killing animals"
were behaviors on“which no agreement of right and wrong could be
reached.

2. The six independent variables, except seligion,
significantly affected moral cognition,concerning environment-
-~directed behaviors of subjects (p<}05). The variables which
thowed the higheét degree of significance were status, area of
rssidence, énd family occupation as outlined below :

'2.1 There were significant diff@fepceain moral gognition
- concerning environment-directed behaviors for 10 behaviors, among

subjects from the Central, Northern, Southern, Northeastern and

the Bangkok Metropolis areas (p<&05).



2,2 There were significant differehces in moral
cognition concernig environment-directed behaviors for 13 behaviors,
among subjects from the Inner Bangkok,'the surburbs, the Amphoe
mueng and Amphoe in the rural areas (p<.03) .

2.3 There were significant differences in moral
cognition concerning environment-directed behaviors for 14 behaviors,
among Prathomsukga 6 pupilgy llathayom 3 pupils, Mathayomsuksa 5 pupils,
teachers and pafents (p{.05)4

2.4 4 There wére significant differences in moral
cognition concerning environmegnt-directed behaviors for 12 behaviors,
between male and female subjects‘(p<.05).

2.5/ There were significant differences in moral
cognition concerning environment-directed behaviors for 13 behaviors,
aﬁ@ng subjects from families who were in c¢ivil service, business,
workers or employees (p<.05);

3+ The differencés in moral ‘cognition concefning environment
-directed behaviors.of.subjects according‘to the six independent
variables were only quantitative differences; however they had the
game direction,

4, As for theuseven types of.consequences of one's own
behaviors, the subjects pergeived them.as highly desirable according
to the following order : “success in life and occupation," "“security
in 1ife‘and proparty",. "'good effects 'to the ‘society," Mecionm
and praise by others," "feeling happy," "geclf-esteem and wealth",

5. Moral cognition - of pupils, teachers and parents was
highly correlated with the evaluation of behaviors. The rank-order

correlation coefficient was 0,99,
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