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# # 5378258238 : MAJOR PSYCHOLOGY

KEYWORDS: PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPERIENCE / POVERTY / RURAL / SCHOLARSHIP /

STUDENT WITH POVERTY
JARIYA SRIWIJAN: PSYCHOLOGICAL EXPERIENCE OF SCHOLARSHIP
AWARDED UNIVERSITY STUDENTS WITH POVERTY FROM RURAL AREAS.
ADVISOR: ASSOC.PROF. ARUNYA TUICOMEPEE, Ph.D., CO — ADVISOR:
NATTASUDA TAEPAN, Ph.D., 211 pp.

This study aimed to explore psychological experience of scholarship awarded
undergraduate students with poverty from rural areas of Thailand. Key informants were 10
undergraduate students, 5 males and 5 females. These informants were selected
purposively according to the fixed set of criteria. Data were collected by the researcher
through in-depth interviews and analyzed through a consensus qualitative research method.
The results revealed five domains of psychological experience: (1) Facing the adversities of
living (i.e., scarce-being, not surrendering to poverty, and being pressured and feeling the
sense of inferiority from poverty), (2) Feeling the sense of happiness mingled with distress
when being awarded the scholarship ( i.e., the sense of pride, the appreciation of the
scholarship and the insecurity in some moments), (3) Adaptation to the new society (i.e.,
living on campus, being surrounded by social environment of materialism, and living alone
in the new environment), (4) Character strengths and other key factors for adjustment (i.e.,
having a strong mind, being the main person for others to rely on and fostering and
supporting resources), and (5) Having a sense of purposes in life (i.e., enhancing family
well-being, creating own secure future, being grateful in a patron-client relationship.)

Findings suggested that these students had character strengths, and were resilient
when experiencing difficulties. Positive social relationships and supporting resources also

helped them to adjust well. Therefore they are able to adjust well, as happy and successful

students.
Field of Study :_____ Psychology. ... Student's Signature .
Academic Year: 2012 . Advisor's Signature________ .

Co - advisor’s Signature
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