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## 5280261122 : MAJOR THAI
KEYWORDS : IDEOLOGY /NARRATIVES FOR CHILDREN /CRITICAL DISCOURSE
ANALYSIS

UMAWAN CHECHANG : THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LANGUAGE AND IDEOLOGIES
IN NARRATIVES FOR CHILDREN IN NATIONAL CHILDREN’ S DAY BOOKS
PUBLISHED DURING 1980-2010. ADVISOR :ASST. PROF.SIRIPORN PHAKDEEPHASOOK,
Ph.D., 242 pp.

The present study aims at examining the relationship between language and ideologies in the narratives for children
in the National Children’s Day books published during 1980 — 2010 in order to see the construction of the concepts of “good
children” or “desirable youths of the nation”. Ninety- four tales and children’s short stories are collected, and the Critical
Discourse Analysis (Fairclough, 1989, 1992, 1995) is adopted as the analytical framework.

It is found that although these narratives seem to be entertaining, they in fact function in conveying certain
ideologies to children. The three main strategies used to represent the ideologies include namely 1) linguistic strategies, 2)
textual strategies, and 3) intertexual strategies. First, six linguistic strategies adopted in the texts include lexical selection,
using different sentence structures, claming, using rhetorical questions, using metaphors and using implication. Secondly,
regarding the texual strategies, different narrative components are adopted for subtly representing ideologies. That is, the
authors represent ideologies and their ideas in the form of “voices” and “ideas” of the characters in the narratives. Last,
the intertexual strategies include the insertion of other texts and the allusion of some other concepts and beliefs from
other texts for representing Buddhist and Islamic ideologies, beliefs on supernatural power, and the concept of Thainess.

These strategies represent two groups of ideologies, namely ideologies repeatedly found in the texts and those
occasionaly found. The former group of ideologies include ideologies concerning the relationship between children and
adults, the ideologies concerning “good children” and “good people”, the ideologies concerning men-women’s roles in Thai
society, the ideologies concerning the faith in the main national institutions. The latter group include the ideologies on poverty,
the ideologies concerning natural conservation and also sets of ideas on rural and urban societies. The findings of the present
study reveal that the narratives for children in National Children’s Day books function as ideological devices the
government has adopted for conveying certain ideologies to children in Thai society in order to create “good children”
and “good citizens.” This consequently enables the government to control over the members of the society in a more

effective way.
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3.4 391U UAMINNNIN (discourse practice)
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