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CHINESE HISTORY IN WOMEN'S POINT OF VIEW
PANACHAIRAT ONG-AMORNRAT: "THREE DAUGHTERS OF CHINA": A CRITIQUE
OF CHINESE SOCIETY AND CULTURE IN JUNG CHANG'S WILD SWANS.
ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. TRISILPA BOONKHACHORN, pp.

The objective of this thesis is to study the critique of Chinese society and
culture in 1912-1976 from Jung Chang's perspectives and Chinese womanhood
influenced by the Chinese social and cultural context in each period: the Republic of
China, the rule of Communist Party and the Cultural Revolution in Jung Chang's Wild

Swans.

The study reveals that Jung Chang's Wild Swans represents the lives of
three generations of women: grandmother, mother and daughter who had
experienced different political situations such as the Republic of China (1912-1949),
communist revolution (1949-1966) and the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976). The
autobiography presents Chinese society in those time and criticizes the inequality
among men and women, dictatorship and the purge of traditional elements. Wild
Swans also reveals author's views of Chinese history and society from the

establishment of the Republic of China to the death of Mao Zedons.

Although Chinese women had undergone Confucianism, Communism
and Mao's ideologies, they developed their identities to define themselves and
rejected the patriarchal power. The study also illustrates the literary techniques:
dialogism, referring to other texts ,and folk tale used by Jung Chang in expressing
women's point of view to Chinese as an alternative one and a critique of society
because of failure in public administration, abusive power and social class remaining

in society.
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to review gigantic parades of chanting Red Guards...By the end
of Aughust, Lin had developed a formulaic description of Mao
as “our great teacher, great leader, great supreme commander

and great helmsman” that became standard usage in China. "
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In Wild Swans, it is the arbitrary policies of Mao to
"reeducate" the Party bureaucrats that broke up the Chang

family. As Mother and Father labored in separate cadre

schools, the children, scattered in the countryside, had to

fend for themselves. In the folklore, the Buffalo Boy and the

Goddess Weaver's love won the sympathy of the magpies

who formed a bridge for the couple to reunite once a year.

In the memoir, the children, visiting and comforting their

disgraced parents whenever they could, became the bridge

that held the Chang family together. The author is certainly

%0 Zhihui Geng ". Cultural Revolution Memoirs Written and Read in English: Image Formation, Reception and

Counternarrative " (Ph.D. dissertstion, University of Minnesota, 2008).
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aware of the analogy between the folklore and the suffering
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Both memoir and autobiography are encompassed in the

term life writing. We understand life narrative, by contrast,

as a general term for acts of self-representation of all kinds

and in diverse media that take producer’s life as their

subject, whether written, performative, visual, filmic, or

digital. In other words, we employ the term life writing for

written forms of the autobiographical, and life narrative to

refer to autobiographical acts of any sort”’
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* Ibid,, 141.

* Sidonie Smith and Julia Watson, Reading Autobiography: A Guide for Interpreting Life Narratives, Second
Edition ed.(Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 2010). 1.

“ Ibid., 4.
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With a few exceptions, autobiography is a recent form of

writing.  ‘Memoir’ and ‘autobiography’ are often used

interchangeably, but traditionally a memoir relies less on

facts and more on a remembered event and impressions.

An autobiography or biography usually takes a chronological

approach to someone’s life, whereas a memoir often

focuses on one theme or period of that life.”
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“ Midge Gillies, Writing Lives: Literary Biography(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2009). 26.
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“ Michael Sinding, "From Fact to Fiction: The Question of Genre in Autobiography and Early First-Person Novels,"
Substance Volume 39 Number 2 (Issue 122) University of Wisconsin Press (2010). 111.

® Emily Triplett, "States of Self Utopianism in Nineteenth-Century Fictional Autobiography" (Master Of Arts In
English Thesis, University of Alaska Anchorage, 2005). 6-7.

“ Ibid., 9.
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Lejeune’s definition works well for a certain large and
important group of autobiographies (including relatively
modern and mainstream ones now prototypical for the
genre), but the exceptions (which intuitively fit the category
but contradict one or another condition) are so numerous
that this definition is anything but watertight. Among the

leaks: ... Diaries, journals, and essays (such as Montaigne’s)

may be primarily reflective or philosophical rather than

48 Gillies, Writing Lives: Literary Biography. 26-27.

49 Y a o i
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narrative, and their brief self-stories may never retrospect
over a whole life, nor build into a larger, whole story. .The
writer’s historical and social milieu may be of as much
concern as his/her own existence and individual life...the
passion for recording contemporary history and one’s own
part in it.. many women’s autobiographies understand the

self via relations with others [“Shadovved”]).50
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While nonliterary autobiography is tractable to a discourse

analysis in terms of rhetorical-social action, when the genre

is turned to literary ends, the result is a diversification of

>0 Sinding, "From Fact to Fiction: The Question of Genre in Autobiography and Early First-Person Novels." 110-111.
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communicative purposes and an indefinite expansion of its

audience, along with increased flexibility of structure....”’
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“The making of history” is buttressed by a political power
which creates a space proper (a walled city, a nation, etc.)
where a will can and must write (construct) a system (a
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reason articulating practices).”
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New Historicists, in contrast, don’t believe we have clear
access to any but the most basic facts of history... But our
understanding of what such facts mean, of how they fit
within the complex web of competing ideologies and
conflicting social, political, and cultural agendas of the time
and place in which they occurred is, for the new historicists
strictly a matter of interpretation, not fact. Even when
traditional historians believe they are sticking to the facts,
the way they contextualize those facts (including which
facts are deemed important enough to the report and which
are left out) determines what stories those facts will tell.
From this perspective, there is no such thing as a
presentation of facts; there is only interpretation.
Furthermore, new historicists argue that reliable
interpretations are, for a number of reasons, difficult to
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produce.
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Similarly, “history” can be set over against “literature” by

virtue of its interest in the “actual” rather than the
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“possible,” which is supposedly the object of representation
of “literary” works. Thus, within a long and distinguished
critical tradition that has sought to determine what is “real”
and what is “imagined” in the novel, history has served as a
kind of archetype of the “realistic” pole of
representation...But the presumed concreteness and
accessibility of historical milieux, these contexts of the texts
that literary scholars study, are themselves a product of the
fictive capability of the historians who have studied those
contexts. The historical documents are not less opaque
than the texts studied by the literary critic.”
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Of course, it is a fiction of the historian that the various
states of affairs which he constitutes as the beginning, the
middle, and the end of a course of development are all
“actual” or “real” and that he merely recorded “what
happened” in the transition from the inaugural to the
terminal phrase. But both the beginning state of affairs and
the ending one are inevitably poetic construction, and as
such dependent upon the modality of the figurative
language used to give them the aspect of coherence.”
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..., traditional history offers a view from above, in the sense
that it has always concentrated on the great deeds of great
man, statesmen, generals, or occasionally churchmen. The
rest of humanity was allocated a minor role in the drama of
history..., according to the traditional paradigm; history
should be based on ‘the documents.” One of the Ranke’s
greatest achievements was his exposure of the limitations of
narrative sources- let us call them ‘chronicles’-and his stress
on the need to base written history on officials records,

; . .62
emanating from governments and preserved in archives.
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“The history-from-below movement also reflects a new

determination to take ordinary people’s view of their own

past more seriously than professional historians used to do.

The same is true for some forms of oral history..In this

sense too heteroglossia is essential to the new his’cory.”63

wuIARfInaNEenAaIRULLIANUTEIRMERSNIAUTET T (people’s  history)

909 1ai3$m dutl (Howard  Zinn) Wandiasigiseiduiy arsedfyfidutinaids
UsgiRmansnauszeau fe mafndnudsyiimanivesanizenininiumadenaives
Uszrnvunusssualdsunansenuainnisnadvessgnauiatonisiesenaniauluensni
uivendagtu Jutdunuinguaudeslonmadludn towa aurd ma gldusesnunazimae
AagnAnfiueentuNutUse IRmaniveInTsas I ALasiinyanuns0ireesy

What is common to all these voices is that they have mostly

been shut out of the orthodox histories, the major media, the

standard textbooks, the controlled culture. The result of having

out history dominated by presidents and generals and other

“important” people is to create a passive citizenry, not knowing

its own powers, always waiting for some savior or high- God or

the next president- to bring peace and justice.él1
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To omit or to minimize these voices of resistance is to
create the idea that power only rests with those who have
guns, who possess the wealth, who own newspaper and the
television stations. | want to point out that people who
seem to have no power, whether working people, people of

color, or women- once they organize and protest and create
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movements- have a voice no govemment Can suppress.
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Anne Hutchinson was a religious woman in the early years

of Massachusetts Bay Colony. She stood up to the church

fathers by insisting that she could read the Bible and figure

out its meaning for herself, and so could other ordinary

peopLe.66
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In 1777, women even had their own version of the Boston
Party Tea. Abigail Adams described it in a letter to her
husband John Adams, a lawyer and one of the Founding
Fathers. When a rich merchant refused to sell coffee at a

fair price, a band of women marched to his warehouse.

After one of the women threw the merchant into a cart, he

® Howard Zinn, A Young People's History of the United States(New York: Seven Stories Press, 2009). 93.
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handed over his keys, and the women helped themselves
to the coffee and left. Abigail Adams wrote, “A large
concourse of men stood amazed, silent spectators of the

. }767
whole transaction.
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My grandmother was a beauty. She had an oval face, with
rosy cheeks and lustrous skin. Her long, shiny black hair was
woven into a thick plait reaching down to her waist. She

could be demure when occasion demanded, which was the

most of the time, but underneath her composed exterior
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she was bursting with suppressed energy. She was petite,

about five feet three inches, with a slender figure and

sloping shoulders, which were considered the ideal.”
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But her greatest assets were her bound feet, called in

Chinese “three-inch golden lilies” (san-tsun-gin-lian). This

means she walked “like a tender young willow shoot in a

” Ibid., 24.
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spring breeze,” as Chinese connoisseurs of women
traditionally put it. The sight of a woman teetering on
bound feet was supposed to have an erotic effect on men,
partly because her vulnerability induced a feeling of
protectiveness in the onlooker.”
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My grandmother was told to go to the temple on a certain

day. To show her reverence for the Buddha, she took

“ Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China. 24.
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perfumed baths...To pray in the temple she was supposed
to be in a state of maximum tranquility, and to be free of
all unsettling emotions. She wore a duck-egg blue jacket, its
edge embroidered in gold thread to show off its simple
lines, with butterfly buttons up the right-hand side. With this
she wore a pleated pink skirt, embroidered all over with tiny
flowers. Her long black hair was woven in a single plait.
Peeping out at the top was a silk black-green peony, the
rarest kind. She wore no makeup, but was richly scented, as

was considered appropriate for a visit to a ‘temple.75
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..When he first walked into her room, he was so struck by

her beauty that in his confusion he backed straight out again

and mumbled to the servant that he felt unwell. Eventually,

" pamela Tan, Women in Society: China(Kuala Lumpur: Kim Hup Lee, 1993). 11.
” Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China. 28.



55

he recovered his composure and sat and talked to her at
length.80
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Watching her doing her face was strange, even though | had
been watching her do it since | was a baby. The women in
books and films who made themselves up now were
invariably wicked characters, like concubines. | vaguely knew
something about my beloved grandmother having been a
concubine, but | was learning to live with contradictory
thoughts and  realities, and  getting used to
compartmentalizing them. When | went put shopping with
my grandmother, | began to realize that she was different

from other people, with her makeup, no matter how

* Ibid., 45.
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discreet, and flowers in her hair. People noticed her. She
walked proudly, her figure erect, with a restrained self-

. 81
consciousness.
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In fact, my grandmother had been rather taken with the
general’s handsome, martial demeanor. And she had been
flattered by all the admiring words he had said about her to
her father, which were now elaborated and embroidered
upon...At fifteen, she had no idea what being a concubine
really meant, and thought she could win General Xue’s love
and lead a happy life.”
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This was not my mother’s idea of the life she wanted, and

she said so. In her heart, my grandmother agreed. But she

was frightened about keeping my mother at home because

of the persistent proposals from Kuomintang officers. “We

can say no to one, but not to all of them,” she told my

mother. “If you don’t marry Zhang, you will have to accept

Lee. Think it over: isn’t Liu much better than the others. If

you marry him, no officer will be able to bother you

anymore. | worry day and night what may happen to you. |

won’t be able to rest until you leave the house.” But my

mother said she would rather die than marry someone who

could not give her happiness — and love.™

8 \bid., 35.
¥ Ibid., 83.



59

uihenetusheiullidesseutenisussnunuudsduiugueiuililasn uddn
AnuAavTisuesny Ae srendrimnuildlineuiunisudanuiulas wenmsindiudses
fnwnuventegnasanauazulilienaideddnasn uazeredsnarrinnualallfudanui
A Afpausauiunuud uarliAndofivoman Asflensuanfuusuansfanisnendd

anuzveanslifidndidengasonlurenues auaansonunaiieegswanitayeny

=

Tanlaludianiudiealanvazinadgnguniiouduwasuddesussuimelusuinn diu
o P ! ! 1 ! % a ¥ =3 1 [ a Y1 J [ %
AmeiinaITmnulussnuiundua lasiliungsivuidnuenlainnisussaudunisde
S1mganauduLaldliuenirugend eneluisimneglifidiney wiudduduin
wivan18find1mnd AT UAINgINEEAINSNAINAUTILLLASIIUAIY LARANISAIAINET"
avviounnuedinsnegfuvuusssuleunanunddulianiunsnuiuguenaulilasnudd
818LAEUTZAUAINEII8LTBIRINA 1IN LA aNs150usT N1siensdniofsoulnnvoduy
wazieneosusvaniteglivulatuanundunssewilunisaasiuss sudoulusands
musnssanuEmgaslildatuayunuAniasvediininme e1e3eweanishakiEuL
Ly [ = LY aAa

AulasilaiisaiiornuUaonieludin

¥
v vdSLycéd

AUTEIUsTR i iudansUsngAuseniteanuanludieneineIiunsegluinu

Yoo TIdnanIsnuinuidnuarnsBufivasietu aun@nlutunuededasedu
AsuAsIUsERILdsLaeslug Uz nsseTaswanululonnanasiuluvetn waz
1 a 1% A v 1 1 14 1 85 A 14 I [ =3 19 v =
wivanAudsslintaes udeneldesnlviuduen nseneiuuiluionnladliads

wamﬂuiﬂimawuaL%EJLLﬁd’mmmuﬁﬂﬂénﬁﬁwLLmumz@Jﬂas‘[WﬂﬁﬂLﬁummmiﬂﬁ]

LAZLNTINA? I UDIUNIVDIUIUNAIFINED ﬁﬂﬁmmum‘[ﬂimL‘f]uéhLmumaqa‘ﬁuwﬁﬂmmiwﬁ

1%
=

) v v a o v PRI 9 v P U a aa
ANURRINSAveeekazkily AnuReuiadunuiieliilvivuewedelatudiniing
n1snaludenauialng1gmuANABINITNTEANNUTITAUTUNTNATEIRULBALNEAI L

AUAVVBIEIUTI

® Ibid.



60

gnodauanieaniennuduifianiunisaiseuiradululumaeiionssfeanisiuiy
wisniAnmnnsalfsnan weidoisuAniansthesenainthunddlugluegivesuazusl
wazeenlumanwiuentu ufnsnssidnaradumailinseusduanuen uinselde
Foanislieneuazuaiiinnugn 93 w1enaniduiinsud feunthiu enevenaudeanis
fuvieldeimstheeenantundsingunlaenasa”™ anuidnueenefiusseisesnsnuen
Irienesinuguitldesnantmddnguslifinnueugu mnnsiivueidelienaendeet
Tuthuvesmulddnuazihlugnseuasiunnuen ideeymuldieeidunilsluauiivinlsiin
wnnsaifena iy pmdsnandandstunisiausyaimaiuaulusadadunisvig
AFRsIyn wienenduriludeiienedosnsuaglafsmaiiooninlagthanuiulinves
winnniiowdupnueusssuluniséreesn fnuvetenedalnnudandaiussninaUszmd
fumatuanituadnmlunisuansesnisdaiussou

3.1.3 ansnugsadeay

puvuussaonUsundliazmasufinseuilasdvsueie ansduiiniides
UftRmuanumavisesdsauiigninegiunsiasnidedlefue ngunasisanadusianse
%’ﬂﬁﬂ/‘fﬂﬁﬂmﬁqi‘%’%ﬂSaimwiumiﬂsw%Gm 9 AUANFOINITVBNTOLEY ANNT LOBYUS
Tasa nanlifdsiiassmdedulugruefniunuuiifinudosmsdulsznauludonindeils
3 Usgmisuazausssa 4Usents arandusgnaontsiinanidudestuagiudve 3 nau Tu
Soiinmnisedeadoflaieuazrivisauln Weussnudeadeilsand uaziloidunihedesde

a Y

Hegnune Tuvueiausssy 4 Ysenisusenaulusmemasunilunasulignae3andums

o

wazUURnuludiauegiaminzan sdaseisildlvianunniunesuagladvilvigausdnde

[y

a1fusau Ao Nsiisantefazeauazudsibiaisudungnadeslamnansetiy waz

v ay i v o ° v 87 ! ! = a Ao Yy a
EjﬂV]']EJﬁG]{LiIﬂ'JSagLﬁEJVU']V]ﬂ'ﬁVHQ"IUU']u UBEANINATING ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂmﬁ'}uqul‘ﬂ%ﬂiy%ﬁu

% Ibid., 55.
¥ Elizabeth Croll, Changing Identities of Chinese Women: Rhetoric, Experience and Self-Perception in Twentieth-

Century China(London and New Jersey: Hong Kong University Press, 1995). 13-14.



61

a o [y

Wgaimgmananaziduifiosuaniduvssaiudsdunueduisenasuneldsuama
81119v89U0 mﬁLLazQﬂmamﬂﬁu

reunandliiuieeudiabes fafwavanudondulunisnszyidsiag o lua
wazanuisumszanduiy Aftsreinduluiienisiondasen denaniunisailunis
LAAIDDNTAIANANNTA BufinaznToudunnaniunsaifidmsinlieieniulm deses
sofuuazediuAounsdnuiogfsssusoss anumsalififideenunidudsiveniiens
1015enNATuNTIBTEUTN Bneuazivdsfemuirilunindwssanuliguinden
el sntadulutisasenunanailesyransisusy

Like many other women, my grandmother had to blacken her face with

soot to make herself look filthy and ugly.88
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A maid was summoned to lead my grandmother away: she
felt her heart was breaking, but she forced back her sobs,
only letting herself go when she reached her room. Her eyes
were still red when she was taken to meet General Xue’s

number-two concubine, his favorite, who ran the household.

She was pretty, with a delicate face, and to my

P bid,, 36.
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grandmother’s surprise she was quite sympathetic, but my
grandmother restrained herself from having a good cry with
her. In this strange new environment, she felt intuitively that

the best policy was caution.”’

1%

NundarulunisuSulasuunuinmedsautasanuidugemeituiy n1s5ele

'
a1

voseneiuiosdinynnaionsfaanisiiunlunisuanioonwaz Uanlassonsualiundsiing

9

waeglulavesenalvioanun sredananoenivsssufvesd ngdlasgramui wadloegly

(%

NuNasue orevsruaeeliliseald wiinuedunsserpuNanIvoIuewagIuFal

[ Y

Anuiueniiulanasguaselued9d wignedntieinfessz i (caution) agnasaiian

1%

grondunnduiudaiudunsuazndousuilonnaniunisaldnasalionsails sraadu

Y

¥ a a U 1

AvilsiiaaauwazansauTulldsuimnulunuaniunisainedenuliognsd Sndiegnemilad
Javenieeilafuazauaainseunaulunisiowiisen A n1saesaslasaieagmalives
! = & a a o I o 5 v ¥ 14
wenahedadunvviulunaaziimunsiuluiduauuenldlvsesdunluagmails uaz
) i = % vy 92 o a & A IEY | % o
Jestulylvilaslaudantrauenlane ™ 3nA1esuieiunagmaddsnaiwlslumedenis

nsflesednsiilunindiaesdenuiulusa Fadiduwnanaiausssuvasiuaunlilasu

(%
&

auQIAMIaAuLeN WU gudasegiludisiualmdiunnuidingns wsemndunlandes
gousun1segladrunrvenintrueneglddesnsuagiulaniiuinssedesidesnidudin

AelARNUNINANEINDIUIARNYDIAULDY N1STIENsa1u1santpanlUlamszandenisAned

 w

lassadvesngmatedsazidonnuiifidesnundumiioudunsidnsensenliaindsauy
UnBUlpetiuies e1ea1un50AnfiaN I ilATIas 19U IAMNATLATATLAUITDIAIA & TOU

UsuAgal azAunuIagmatsenuuuniie lidnsunidiun deadu g1e3edinng

[

o e A Yy Ao a 9 v o aa =~ &
nsgvinitanisnatiarlassaienindeansionlldlvindlulng ansduwuvensdaduam

[

adyvy a | ° Y = | a
LLV]USUENE‘Z{WTV]E ﬂﬂ@LLaS‘lllEJ@@JR]']UTJ@@H%']EJLWEJQN’]EJL@UU

L bid., 38.
2 bid.



64

(v

Tuaninnsetanrslansulae ansaudwanslimiunaniuniele anunlaly

a 1% [ 1 a | =

AMUTANVOIENYIA I ULALN1TTINT O TUVBINY IUNANUTTEINIARIINFALATEA LY

o o

AEY dnedunussyrineeiuauiuldlungmaidinandalulssleviddontswaunives

(%
Y

grewuii ersuarauiuldaiusesamnainassernenatieduiing fukazisgsndianan

(%
[

o | 93 v o & = v Y & o caa
AUUIYNAYIY AITNTUNUS ﬂqimﬂﬁqﬂzaﬂsjﬂﬂu‘ﬂiaﬂqiLﬁuslﬁ]ﬂuSLuaﬂWUﬂqimmUUﬂu

(%
(%) Y

wiloutiuvhliensuazausuldauiainanidudiouiifdeiu Vigldasaueseienisdiuisuas
aneduiusiauioguenmilensaiuanreasssusulniguleng uavanvhevilieteaiunsand

somunnegmallanensnausuldiiiluinszagnisesnly

Yy

a &

eneuavausuldldaanlugnsisnnismmeiuiuissinavesiuelaglidedldy

9

[y

94 ada o U =) a QIJ aa o td' = 1 =)
AIHTULLIN EJ‘V]S’JSGNF]@’YJLﬂULMNBUWQMﬂiﬁJV}’J ﬂlﬂlumm‘dssmaummmmsmmm

[y

fuunldiienauniianndiunavesssueulansulay nsdsdyarundiuiond 2 audu
widludsnsifaduuraanlidineadesesnld wenainil nssenrunassiilulinsiuensyini
I A = 1% PN o w 1 o vy 1 I
Juifleunileanlumenisionvnuanuluiiuseg msnseidenanivesausuldiiodndunis
nsgviiviaeniiewnauinnitau ausuldaudananiisnnadusesfisanansseunenagae
aatiudadenseldiunisludnuliinuselevinenisiamdigug e funiluuiu
gnefamauldvuulusasalunenisiigouinuuseneveInuLedNmY ANAINIA
wesengInJuauivmnlyaiganliinsganiidetinnazilunuiidavinsanudsyvesny
wazUsAuliesunsnuln wrgnglisesnisilunssentesveslasdnduiiu ergiiieaua
v & o o & O | P a 1Y) D e
sosnsidssaudludaiinvintusasliveganeaiulanvesnssetdesniudaiiusenunndan
] I3 S a Al & | & A A v Yy o ¢
aald nMsilunsserndaninensuduldilunfisusisauivesgumniniaidesnisianing
wa aa a ! ~ A’ q' a o
auUfAannUIIAIALNEZIUEA wig1elgndudureinulensainsuiasaunInisven
= 1 a wva o a a & PN £ & =~ [ [
an FadunislduiAnuasuvesnsde Bnvan1siienefeanisideagnanivisensiluly

vV 4

& a T | N o a a A A aa a d'
L@IﬂEJ\'iG]'E]ﬂfﬂ']']EJ']‘EJhJaUEL"Uﬂ']iﬂ@‘USU@\T&Jﬂﬁﬂ@ﬂm@iﬂ I@Uﬂﬂ@]‘m’]ﬂaqmlﬁﬂﬁﬁ?@] N%QJJQG]@QLSUE)"WQ

Y

» Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China., 40.
** Michel de Certeau, The Practice of Everyday Life, trans. Steven Rendell(Berkely: University of California Press,
1984). 37.



65

anteuseenduumdinluninissggnandadumsiimesislunuiianivuinisdy
nepmuduiuslut uwazdnuumse nsnszvidinaveseeiodunisiniung
nadeilafane 3 au Ao Ga1 anfiuazgneisedaduds wilunadomesursuiy
muoBouarlifunansenuandonuaug wifideAninsuisnuiunelds fe dsene
Waladendsinaainmstiaduliudssmiuuonatie

uanNaNi Nsuanseandamsdefiuuarnistesessrualiilddiafioaudnis
avdipmuusrsudenlunaudifissesnaufsnvindy uwinisvinfnssusuturesanituiodu
snismailslunisuanseeniesdinan yauszasdvesianssuuazInseyiuandeiulyly

¥ a 4

winznsal 1Y N15atlaaziaengseileuiiiondunelavesnquivguss winsenuions

U o

SeusTin waniufguaiusuaraudnlanui1eneinusssy Lsesiinandngnaseud

=

Inegnensedusesndueldlalinnuauls asan uaduau (Carla Caplan) nanfisdsd

]
a a1

Sunimsaziau (play) suludsivnganmnuasgauazaNunARuIINILUsTTUIdeunSe
faufiassndauazidunsdaiuiniadsaulifutiannyaaalunisfinie desende
Wasuwasnuvng e unAniseinsasauiudnuiliisnsivilianiTuvaaiuly
nAnuAsealuiinuszs Tusarmudnsnvesszueulniiulng daaounisaifienssu
Lﬁauﬁm;ﬁm@ammm%mLwaﬂmhjéfaaLfmﬂé’aé’mmmiﬂﬂ%aqﬁmu Sosdalnginan
isofenaunazsertuiudeinnuduiusmane nuedefidussuazadrudoaiusede
Miinanauduy

My grandmother loved these gatherings, and would often

practice for them at home. She would sit on the kang,

shaking the hand drums with her left hand and singing to

the beat, composing the lyrics as she went along. Often Dr.

Xia would suggest words.”®

* Carla Kaplan, "Women's Writing and Feminist Strategy," American Literary Vol.2 No.2 Oxford University Press
(1990 ). 347.
% Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China. 57.
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Rich writes about myths since she believes that the realities of
motherhood are obscured by the literary associations brought
to it by men. Traditional cultural icons, she claims, have to be
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Demeter and Persephone, or on mythical mother/daughter
bonds. While refusing the idea of an historically specific golden
age of matriarchy, Rich argues that a number of fertility and
goddess myths are artifacts of female power.136

Safinanidannunsaiundndeanndfivesuazimesiwlulinszisadeinniy

DuuignuatalneadusgnaunmanssanIsukuugye dydnualmneTmusssuLuunuiudos

gnununsen1saTdanvalb U detiu SydslinnudAyiuniiaiinesuazimesiol

136f\/laggie Humm, A Readers Guide to Contemporary Feminist Literary Criticism(Hertfordshire: Biddles, 1994). 61.



90

wWvsesuuigItuaeduiussenituliaran Jvufiasiuifniesyanasuriannisylng

TuuseTRmansyraalnr193a198e waENa1IINNNUNSAININUILLNNTANEIVITUNLAY

o [

AUgaNaNyYIal Ao Tnquiidiua Suwansbiiuinanudunduazanuduiusseninugn

q

finsfignuanuvinglnimenisdinnieen3ndadlilenifgatuanuviiclesenitagnin

Fliuingugeanusadudaszandunavesiuelameanuislesasnsidudinve iy

Y

IWgnanuazau1naudy o auisangaiuliaingiuiavesseuavUnsulneniduud
ANNEATYVDIEUY

93 yunanfannveskilugneglumedniunvuunidiesaiiunisluley

a v

viunae e srean Ui ATausssn msvhaumdnluaedniuluruundudslifs
Ussaundmsunnaulsiiuusiusivandlonnsudia wazuisaubufiunimeisindunetin
weflonalimundunn windndulimdslerumdrdusunilasuaerindudniubunie
nuBuTues

“Within months of reaching the Flatland, depression replaced

denunciations, and the Rebels sometimes had to be cheered
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The discussion of sex, Chinese and Western scholarship
suggests, is emblematic of the seemingly absolute distinction
between the Cultural Revolution (1966-1976) and the
subsequent post-Mao/economic reform period. During the
Maoist Cultural Revolution, when politics was in command, to
discuss any aspect of personal life, romantic relationships, or
sex was considered bourgeois and hence taboo...
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But Mao’s insidious encouragement of atrocities was

undeniable. On 18 August, at the first of the eight gigantic rallies

which altogether were attended by thirteen million people, he

asked a female Red Guard what her name was. When she

answered  “Bin-bin,” which means “gentle,” he said

disapprovingly, “Be violent” (yao—wu—ma).147
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Education, only education has saved, and can continue to

save [American] women from greater dangers of the feminine
. 158

mystique.
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We had exams every week and the result were put up on the

notice board. | was always at the top of the class, which was

rather resented by those behind me. They sometimes took

their bitterness out on me by calling me “thousand-gold little

precious” (gian-jin xiao jie), doing things like putting frog in my

desk drawer, and trying the ends of my plaits to the back of my

seat. They said | have no “collective spirit” and looked down

on others. But | knew | simply liked being on my own."”
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She could no longer walk without help, and even sitting up

required a great effort. To prevent her getting bedsores, |

would sit beside her so she could lean on me. She said | was

a good nurse and that | must be tired and bored sitting
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therefore did not quote Mao on every page, some Red guards
declared that they were all “poisonous weeds.” With the
exception of Marxist classics and the works of Stalin, Mao, and
the late Lu Xun, whose name Mme. Mao was using for her
personal vendetta, books were burning all across China.””"
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One day the text about the use of atomic energy in U.S.

industry. After Professor Lo explained the meaning of the

article, Miss Yee looked up, straigshtened her back, and said with

great indignation, “This article has to be read critically! How can

the American imperialist use atomic energy peacefully?” | felt

my irritation flaring up at Miss Yee’s parroting of the

propaganda line. Impulsively | retorted, “But how do you know

they can’t?” Miss Yee and most of the class stared at me

incredulously. To them, a question like mine was still

inconceivable, even blasphemous. Then | saw the sparkle in

Professor Lo’s eyes, the smile of appreciation only | could

detect. | felt understood and fortified.
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Poetry is, primarily, the stuff of experience rendered into
speech; a woman’s poems are the authentic speech of her life
and being. In reading or listening to a woman’s poem, we share
the poet’s experience, which is the experience of suffering and

resistance common to all women, and we enter into her mind.

* Ibid,, 502.
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Women’s poetry is a huge resource of both female and
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My father turned to me and said, “With people living like this
all around you, how can you possibly have fun?”...I have been
brought up in the tradition of “regarding the interest of the

. .o . . 204
whole nations as my own duty” (yi tian-xia wei ji-ren).

! Jan Montefiore, Feminism and Poetry: Language, Experience, Identity in Women’s Writing(London: Pandora
Press, 2004). 3.

e Chang, Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China. 481.
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Now, in the emptiness | felt after my father’s death, | began to
question all such precepts. | wanted no grand mission, no
“causes,” just a life- a quiet, perhaps a frivolous life- of my
own. | told my mother that when the summer vacation came |
wanted to travel down the Yangtze205
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In Soviet Union, they had heard, businesses were confiscated

outright. Here in China the owners were being indemnified, and
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graffito appeared on a wall slogan reading “Deep-fry the
prosecutors of Premier Zhou!” It said: “Your monthly ration of
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saw irony and humor publicly displayed, which sent my spirits
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soaring.
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In China, there was a strong tradition of using historical allusion
to voice oppression, and even apparently esoteric allusions
were widely understood as coded references to the present
day. In April 1963, Mao banned all “Ghost Dramas,” a genre rich
in ancient tales of revenge by dead victims’ spirit on those who
had persecuted them. To him, these ghost avengers were

uncomfortably close to the class enemies who had perished

. 234
under his rule.
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