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# # 5480172122 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEYWORDS: CAPITALISM / IDEOLOGY / THE MIDDLE CLASS
VANAT PUTNARK: THE CONSTRUCTION OF MIDDLE-CLASS IDENTITY IN
NGARMPUN  VEJJAJIVA'S NOVELS. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. SURADECH
CHOTIUDOMPANT, Ph.D.{, 190 pp.

This thesis aims to study the construction of middle-class identity in
Ngampun Vejajiva’s novels in relation to capitalism using the Marxist concept of
ideology and Pierre Bourdieu’s notions of distinction and the cultural capital. The
research shows that class identities are constructed and associated with the capitalist
system both in terms of position and ideology. The success of the middle
class results from the internalization of capitalist ideology, including capital
accumulation and such concepts as liberalism and individualism that focus on the
freedom of choice. Unlike the representation of working class, the middle class
is represented as successful as a result of their freedom and belief in their choice to
make their life better by working hard. Most poor people from working class are also

represented as labourers and their poverty is explained by lack of diligence.

Even though the middle class plays a significant role in capitalist society, the
analysis of Ngampun’s works reveals the critique of capitalism through the binary
rural-urban construction in a sense of nostalgia and the denial of capitalism in her
construction of Thainess and Chineseness. However, the middle class needs to
return eventually to urban space and be a part of capitalistic society to continue
with their capital accumulation. In addition, the analysis also shows the potential in

management and profit-making of Thai middle class in their exploitation of Thainess.

Department: ~ Comparative Literature  Student's Signature
Field of Study: Comparative Literature  Advisor's Signature ...

Academic Year: 2014
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The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the ruin of

the feudal society has not done away with class antagonisms. It

" lbid., p. 7.
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has but established new classes, new class conditions of

oppression, new forms of struggle in place of the old ones.”
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23Karl Marx and Friedrich Engel, "The Communist Manifesto," in The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism, ed.
Leitch Vincent B., et al.(New York: WW Norton, 2001), p. 770.
*lbid., p. 771.

® Moretti, The Bourgeois : Between History and Literature, p. 1.
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All that is solid melts into air, all that is holy is profaned, and

man is at last compelled to face with sober senses, his real

relation of life, and his relation of his kind.26
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The lower strata of the middle class — the small tradespeople,

shop-keeper, and rentiers, the handicraftsmen and peasants — all

these sink gradually into the proletariat, partly because their

diminutive of capital does not suffice for the scale on which

modern industry is carried on, and is swamped in the

competition with the large capitalist, partly because their

specialized skill is rendered worthless by new methods of

production. Thus the proletariat is recruited from all classes of

poputation28
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26 Marx and Engel, "The Communist Manifesto," p. 771.

27John Lloyd, "The Middle-Class Meltdown," (2011), <http://blogs.reuters.com/great-debate/2011/09/08/the-
middle-class-meltdown/>. whidadletuit 12/12/2557

Karl Marx and Friedrich Engel, The Communist Menifesto, ed. David McLellan(Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1992), p. 11.
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# "Middle Class," in A Dictionary of Marxist Thought, ed. Tom Bottomore(Oxford UK: Blackwell Publishing Limited),
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Contemprorary & Historical Perspective, ed. Scott G. Mcnall, Rhonda F. Levine, and Rick Fantasia(US: Westview
Press, 1991), p. 44.

* Ibid, p. 50.
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® Ibid., p. 88.
> David Swartz, Culture and Power(Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1997), p. 6.
* Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgement of Taste(Oxon: Routledge, 2010), p. xxv.
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Taste classifies, and it classifies the classifier. Social
subjects, classified by classification, distinguish themselves by the
distinction they make, between the beautiful and the ugly, the
distinguished and the vulgar.39

[

Usznuiiddglunisuuswenmssation Aen1sufiasiluuusadondugsienisdnananid
aautu Lunsasegesduiisatenlasatioanilagniionmiu nssuiunisdanandliiug
safleulylvdaninnusssuwd widudsignuaevasutulufinnm nanfesadion st
Alusssunisududnuazuessnanie wu anwaelide (disposition) Mivnsuazyadnan
IWausatieulunssudsznuens f‘alusssued’ salufemnulduidesinsgvousar
yARRRILLNIINNTEUIUNSRRARNLaz Ugnilaraun ukun sy U UM INNEIALIIE SR UY
Inl T dnausauyesTInlngiady
a a 1 aQ a ! a a { 40
YsAwantuiInTEuIuNMsUesTatsugnilunuriunisuiassateusuwuuaug
a a A b4 ' [ a sa < ' A [ a

91isusuusatisungnivinnuninedlssalion yidweiuinssuiunmsnudlsileglusadey
[ ~ o '« a o v S gy . . Py
UAMUTULTIFULUUNUEE NI “ANNTULIITIdaneal” (Symbolic Violence) LWolang
= Yo ~ I a wa 1Y) i < =
feanusukswaznisidgnInueuwlegluluu UAnmaiausssusieg Wuanugulsd
ANNTEVIINIUNNTINIALNTATOUIINIANUMNEFANS

nalegasy Tuiruzeesysiwe Tausssuliinasdusaien (Taste) vseaussann
(Competency) lunafials aunsusolumenissrudeudnudugluuuresdiuia (Form of

=~ 41 ° ) i < o ! | A

powen3Uuuunis JULUUBBIGIUIFINAIRARITIIuLIwisnvesdalanyana ag
AwtaisntuduRusiugindmnsdenuuasnagutunduanladeaunuaiegdiunlily
fues Ysawetliudnvard Agvesunsdydnvalindudiuafivesliviudenisnay
indeudiunaniudnuenguilon ‘ISnausylevd (Disinterest) M99 NNUNILATYFAY 19U
RUnIeAUNTNAN99 1unau Nd1suaninauseleyil (Interest) 3NN15a9uag19TnLaY
W3 AYSAakand b EuIMunIsTnusssuduinausslevilunisuaismdiung 1u
wsesdlolunsideudunianiainedrdlamlouduyumaesygia nedadinasldsunauay

HaUselevtlugUuuuiiieugandnyumaasygnaanmsnauinfsunaysylevitue nanfe

anwzrauneinusssulanvaslidsnuniaasegianaunsadeandunenlauwaz &9

> Ibid., p. xxix.
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o Swartz, Culture and Power, p. 288.
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The true basis of the differences found in the area of
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material conditions of existence defined by a distance from
necessity, by the freedoms or facilities stemming from possession
of capital; the latter express, precisely in their adjustment, the
necessities of which they are the product.46
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2.4 LuaARITRIRANN1TAl

LWIRRLSD98ANNTTRINSE Ideology LAnanNIstadavatnsngluvuuvesinglioy
(materialism) NfisiauwiRauuuIaiiey (idealism) nafeiduniswannduyutesionisnes
=3 o = ¢ . a a a A A 1 a 2 a =
Yuyesdlinvasuysd (consciousness) INMUVUULANYRRANENTTDITIVS0AIUAN (V3

1% <

a ao I a ~ ¢ & Y Y a
N5201) Wudannvusanu duluTulanainuase TuvaeAusndlauslun19nauILnase

al

Y Aa }2 [ . = 4 I | ) a 1 o =
LATINAUTRg (material)  vunefsnzNuyedoglulanuisanuduasegludenud
v o a Y a Y & a 4o a o = =« Y = a 3 v
Auduuslunsnds wissudududmimunisdrinvseanuidninfnveuywd tngly
ALUTeUInAnwUUndeuty W Judafiasnanasieanssh’ widmiuinglendu 1 du
a A & 6,78 A v 0 v | & a '
ganunanlantuluuuasiadssa’ AskianudAgyiulanurannnulugse lnsanigluud
a ' a A LR A - | o A= @ A Ao v 1 _aAa M v
YouATEINIlULIvRINSHARTINYYdRaoAIag AaldsdunuvenidddnynTinlild
gnimualagdadriln uddndrlingniivualae®in (Life is not determined by
. " 23399, Yo a1 [ o -
consciousness, but consciousness by life) mmgaﬂuﬂmmq‘]Lﬂuwamﬂiaﬂmqamw
UYWIA590Y
fRves “AuAn” IBNANITInusTIHA1q luirugvensnddgnivualaeUade
MOATHFND (FULUUTDINITHER N13NTEMeRanEn n1swaniUfeusiee) tnelalaueguuuy
lpssasavesderulaeuenaaniduaesdiufelassadiediuans (Base) wazlaseasnsaiuuy
(Superstructure) wazlalauainlassassdruansdunuisisssvuiasygnaludsfininue
lassadediuuu Jelassaddruvuiionnsenlaindudiuves TanTausssy’ (cultural

world) WU AuAn Aavs Maun nguuneg Mregnuesinlugaund (ideal) lurusuuy

"Marx and Engel, "The German Ideology," p. 768.
" Ibid
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o . - . SR
I58nINMIENINUALALLATEENY (economic determinism)
NALindues sy iRmansveyudiiLnunaseginutnugarsenisaedniasu

guilumudnans wasdnuvarvesdenunuisuiiin1snal yas nvesvutuuieyufinssiise

'
a

w591 Tpgdaminlvsutuisesnuldannsanesiuduazy JiRlauauuenuadlaiiiesain

¥ '
o =2 IS a

%mmuﬂsuawu%umwmﬁgmmﬂagﬁgﬂmﬁm%ﬂsﬁﬁsaﬂfjw “Yad1inadg (false
consciousness) ”maué”]agjgl é’uﬂummﬁw’%‘aﬁhﬁamqaqﬁgﬂa%ﬁﬁu‘tu‘lmaa%ﬁqfhuuu
fiduitusuiognivualasszuunuiion Kiduiesnsndiuaue “nsinindgaunisel
(ideology critique) ” ” LﬁaL?JmT:dqmaﬂsﬂwﬁmwu%umugﬂmemﬁwuﬁssmmq6] W
Tunenguung maw Ysvg n1sfnwmisludnssanssues IneunsndueddmaveInig
dorumanruRnssguedasiasedinunivildinnstuduendlonvesutunanse
Futunsau inlulnglaisen Tnedndilnansilinnsaseuidniusoluls

vaed sagues (Louis Althusser) iugiiiiormnuanizeslassainauazgnimunlag
iwswgiavesnindiignlavdindusuuuulasiaisnsdsnuifanuisuieiuluuiam
Iﬁ%’u%uﬁuuamauaLﬁuLLmﬁm%qqmmmiaﬁ (Ideology) wagnalnn19gauN1s0ivesy
(Ideological State Apparatuses) titauanslfifiunalnuagnisaueumisdanulunisiivug
AuAnveaBnlud Ay

daguwilsiddemvesgaunisalindussuvvesanufnuaznmunuiingouin
mmﬁmmlﬁﬂu (the system of the ideas and representations which dominate the
minds of people)83 1AYTZUUAINUNU (system of representations) M8 TINDININUNY
Gi'me]ﬁ’jﬁulfiaua&ﬂué’mm WU AW (images) Ue1Af (myths) ®3ede8An (discourses) 1ny
sruvrasamuva i ludsiitheisuegdsmiladnumis Yausssusnisunssuds
FududdyreanszuanmunuiiFaiunuwlunisdsiuaion (values) wieteduiiugiu
(assurnption) A3 dupseafiodrfylunisdissaniusnimiy (status quo) TeIden

b3 Arfeududniludaiilivsngegradame (implicit) 1Judanlildgniuilagnse

& Peter Barry, Beginning Theory, 2nd ed.(New York: Manchester University Press, 2002), p. 158.

o an3d Junnily, ngufdnuinen, i 87.

* "Karl Mark and Friedrich Engels," in The Norton Anthology of Theory and Criticism, ed. Leitch Vincent B., et
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