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# # 5686622535 : MAJOR THAI DANCE

KEYWORDS: KHON PERFORMANCE OF THE OFFICE OF PERFORMING ARTS IN FRANCE / THE

CONCEPT AND PRINCIPLES OF THE KHON PERFORMANCE
THITIMA ONGTHONG: THE CONCEPT AND PRINCIPLES IN ORGANIZING THE OFFICE
OF PERFORMING ARTS’ KHON PERFORMANCE TO CELEBRATE THE 320"
ANNIVERSARY OF THAI-FRENCH IN FRANCE, 2006. ADVISOR: VIJJUTA VUDHADITYA,
Ph.D., 195 pp.

The thesis examines the background and the organization of the Khon performance and,
specifically analyzes the concept, principles and the method of organizing the Khon performance for
the public in France in 2006 by the Office of Performing Arts at the Department of Fine Arts in the
Ministry of Culture. The research was conducted by collecting and studying information in document,
academic texts, programmes of performances, as well by interviewing those knowledgeable in
publicizing Thai performing arts abroad and members of the organizing committee of the Khon

performance in France in 2006.

This analysis of the concept and principles in organizing the Khon performance by the
Office of Performing Arts in celebration of the 320" anniversary of Thai-French relations in France in
2006 found that characteristics and form of the Khon performance were presented in a new
perspective. Lessons from the study and observation of past experiences were applied to improve
and correct weaknesses in the concept and principles of this important Khon performance in the
following ways: 1) The Khon performance of Ramakien, the Nang Loy episode, was presented. This
episode is traditionally performed in Thailand only and on this occasion it took the form of “a
pantomime and a Khon performance,” 2) The performance took place in a theatre as is appropriate
for a highly esteemed Thai national entertainment, 3) The performers were selected from experts in
Thai performing arts, 4) Stage scenery was built to accompany the light and sound presentation in
order to enhance the audience’s enjoyment of the show, 5) A quality team, which was well
experienced in performing techniques, was hired to design both light and sound for the stage
scenery and the performance, 6) Quality and high standard programmes for the performance were
published, 7) A Khon performance demonstration was organized to disseminate information about
Thai performing arts, 9) As well as the stage performance, an additional exhibition was mounted to

show the different stages in the preparation of the Khon performance.

Department: Dance Student's Signature

Field of Study:  Thai Dance Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014
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