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# # 5473398625 : MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEYWORDS: HISTORICAL TOURISM SITE / TRADITIONAL THAI BUILDING / BUDDHISM ARCHITECTURE

/ KING TAKSIN THE GREAT / THAI BUDDHIST TEMPLE / CELEBRATION / HONOR
PIRAYU MARASRI: The programming and design of Wat Bangkung to Honor Somdet Phra
Chao Taksin ~ Maha Rat. ADVISOR: PHAO SUWANSAKSRI, CO-ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.
PINYO SUWANKIRI, 264 pp.

Bang-Kung temple is a historical sites in the early of Thonburi Kingdom (was the capital
of Siam 1767-1782) It was the location where King Taksin the Great and Chinese - Thai
volunteered soldiers at Bang-Kung Barracks, intrepidly fought to reclaim independence and
overcome the Burma army. As a result, King Taksin the Great had successfully unified Siam during
his reign. Nowadays, Bang-Kung Temple set aside an area as a memorial to showcase this
historical event. The old chapel has become a major tourist attractions and part of the temple’s
ground had to be used to accommodate a large number of tourists. This results in a problem of
area usability between the monks, the seculars and the tourists . Thus, this project was deemed
necessary to design the layout and to improve space usage to accommodate the current context
and to honor the battle of Bang-Kung Barracks, as well as to commemorate the upcoming King

Taksin the Great’s 250th anniversary of the crowning and founding of Thonburi Kingdom in 2017.

This project’s research included the study of historical documents regarding King Taksin
the Great and the history of Samut-songkram province. The information will point out the
importance that can lead to conductive on-location studies and exploration of case studies of
Thonburi period architecture in iconic temples of Samut-songkram and the use of monarchal
symbols in Buddhism architectures. The data from document and on-location researches will be
useful guides in the design project to devise the optimal layout of the temple, so that it may
serve as a place of religion as well as a Historical tourism site. They will also help determine the
architectural design that best represent its era and commemorate King Taksin the Great’s

celebration and honor the battle of Bang-Kung Barracks.

The research suggested the layout of temple should be designed to separate the
activities in the area. This included the design of two new traditional Thai buildings — the new
chapel and Bang-Kung Barracks historic exhibition building which will honor the valor of King
Taksin the Great. This will help the temple to play its roles as both an iconic historical site and as

a local temple in the context of today's society.

Department:  Architecture Student's Signature

Field of Study: Architecture Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2014 Co-Advisor's Signature
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