CRAPTER ¥

SUMMARY AND RECCMMENDATIONS

Summary

The purpose of this eiudy was to conmpare different clacgees of
children of the same and different sexes in children'’s perceptions of
maternel behavier. The soope of the problem wes limited to Thai children
of grades nine and ten (age 15 to 16). Subjecte were 120 chlldren 30
in eneh group equelly divided according to clasas and sex, 4l middle
¢lens mothers. Deta wns gnthered by the "children's Repoxt of FParental
Behavior Inventory" consisting of T8 items. Questionnairea were admi -
nictored to the subjects and the mothers of subjects and the data was
stotistieally analyzed by the t-teet method.

It was hypothesized thet significant differcnces in percepticne
of maternal behavior would occux as a regult of variations in the sooisl
clags and sex of subjecte, The findings resulied in acceptanocs of the
hypothesla,

The mejor findinge included the followingt
(1) middle olass mcthera and fathers, both from the reports of shildran
and from motherr themeelves, wers aignificently more positive than
the lower clmso parents
{2} lowar c¢laaa mothers and fethers showed significently more negative
behevior towerds their children than d¢id middle class parents.

(%) in general, fathers, even though of differont olans, seomed %o
be wore positive with daughiera than with sons, the latter of whioh
geined more punitive and more naegative evaluatlon.

{4} on tha other hand, boys geined more positive evaluation iqe,
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love and appreclation from mothers.
(5) girls were shown significently more possessiveneap, protection,
intrusivenasn, nagging and irritability from mothsra.
(6) echildren of game aex and same class percelved maternal and paternal
behnvior differsntly and
{(7) maternal vehawvier from perception of ¢hildren and from reporta of

mothera wers sioilor,
Recommendationa

Ao the results clearly indiceted, some scales produced signifiecent
differences in perceptione of maoterncl eor paternal behavicr within diffe-
vent olaspeo. Tharefcre, the author wvould first recommend seledtlen of
those poales which can discriminate betwsan social clospes, when age and
&rade are oconirolled, and the inccrporatiom of them intc a shorter
quepticnnaire for uee with Thai children. Secondly, these results can
be waed as a guldes to help teachera in desling with ohildren having
these charecteriatics ond in providing counseling service, In additien,
they pmoy help porents %o better understand their children and the ways
in which thelr btehavior 18 seen by them. Thirdly, the author would
advice & follow up atudy with those subjects to sse whethor maiermal
behavior of both clasees produced differences in children's perasonelity,
behavior, mdjustment and achievement, In doing asuch a atudy, one would
have to conirol such variables as nomber of siblings, otatus of a ohild
in his home and birth order,.

Finclly, the author would sug<eat the devolopment of further
reneoaxrch on perception towards maternel behavior within the upper,
middle and lower clesses in Thpiland for the purpose of conatrueting

mora refined measuring inatruments.
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