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FIELDING'S MORAL ATTITUDE

Moet of the ¢ritica in the eighteenth and nineteenth century
thought that Fielding'a novels were rather lmmoral. English society
in the eighteanth century was Christian, philosophical, meral and
interested in politicel theory; there mas also a atroang belief in
tradition and authority. ©One reason for Johnson's objecticn to
Fielding's works 1s moral-aesthetic; at the seme time he admires
thosa of Richardson. Johnson, the common-asense moralist and
Christian humanist, thinks and feels in the terme of the Puritan
jmagination, He comments on Tom Jones ae '"so vicious & hook," "I
scarce know & more corrupkt work." The moral horror for Johnson in
Tom Jones was the attitude shown towards Tom's sexual adventures.
Sex was & serious matter for him. The aspect of Tom Jones that
bothers Joﬂnson and perhaps scme Teaders today 1s that the sexual
activity is always pleasant and amusing; it ie not ultimetely im-
portant or thrsatening final moral consequences.  Johneon feels
that the immorality in Tom Jones is both in Fielding's excuse for
Tom's careless sexual adventures and in hlse general represantatlion
of Bex g something pleasant and cheerful.

Richardson 1llustrates sex from the Puritan imaginatiocn. In
Clarissa, sex has a great influence upen life; for the hero and
haroine, it becomes equal to all of life and death. Though
Flelding was impressed hy Clarisse, he was so annoyed by Pamels
thidt be wrote in his perody Shamels: “The comprehensiveness of his

imagination must be truly yrodigicus! It hae stretched out this
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mere graln of mustard-seed (a poor girl's little ke ) inte a resem-
blance of that Heaven, which the best of good bocks has compared
it."

Most of the modern novellsts agree with Fielding's attitude
towards sex as 1o longer threatening. But the Puritans cee sex as
something that involves man's final moral respensibilities, leading
him to dsmmation or to his greatest fulflllment. D.H. Lawrence
dces not regard Fielding's treatment of sex disturbing as Johnsen
dosa but rather as irivial and superficial. Arncld Kettle fairly
judges Fielding's moral treatment. Fielding, he says, "is not
complacent but he is fundamentally confident that the problems of
human society, that iz to say, his soclety, can snd will be aclved
by humane feeling and right reason. It is this broad and tolerant
confidence which gives Tom Jones its particular tone and which also
alienatea those crities who Ieel leas confidence in soclal man than
Fielding, whose optimism they mistake for insenaitivaneas."l

Fielding intends to achleve both moral and comic treatment. He
adds the threat of incest to Tom Jones's mlseries in.erder to present
the difference between tragedy mnd comedy. He brings his story closge
te tragic situations in order to remind us that his cemic novel may
parody tragedy byt cannot be involved in it. Tom'asa reaction te the
revelation by Partridge about his parentage is ar artful parody of

the tragic hero's respeonse to his tragic discovery: "Oh, good

Heavens! 1ncest," Tom c¢riesz, and then deflotas the pretended
golemnity of the moment by his ¢omic addition, "with a mother!™

WWhen he follows theme words with the typical miserable hero's
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formula, "To what am I reserved?" {(Book XVIII, c¢hap. II)
Figlding gives this chapter the heading, "Contemining a Very Tragical
Incident." He 15 mware that comedy itselfl containe experience that
might also be tragics
Kermode, a modern c¢ritlc, 12 against Fielding's nmoral treatment.
He believes that a novel should reveal maral character through action.
Flelding's moral plot in the lncident of BLifil's freeing Scphila's
bird is used by Kermode to illustrate Fielding's conveption of
character and morality: the split batween character and conduct.
Tom has given Sophia a little bird as preasnt. Sophizs loves that
bird ap much that Blifil becomes Jjeslous mnd pretends to perform a
kind action by freeing the bird. Kermode feels that Blifil is a
villain, &0 he should not perform such a humanitarian act. But
Ficlding makes it quite ¢lear that tbis act is not really humani-
tarian at all. Xermede'a judgemept igs superficial. He ¢cannot =Bae
Blifil's hypocrisy, the difference hetween sesming and remlity.
Coleridge makes a nice comment on this ineident:
WIf I want a servant or mechanice, I
wish to knew what he doee; but of a friend,
I oust know what he is. And in no writer
is this momantous distinctiion po finely
brought forward as by Fieldinge. We do not
care what B1ifll does; the desd, as
separate from the agent, may he good or ill;
but Bl1ifil is a villain, and wo feel him to
be 50 from the very noment he, the boy
Blifil, restores Sophia's poor captive bird
to its native and rightiul 1ibrety."3
Coleridge's comment also implies that by distinguishing deed

and dogr, Fislding presents the complication of the metives for



73

particuler actions and the moral lssues invelved. By ithils; the
reader hae %o judge the characters and thelr deeds while the
noveliat merely presants evidence. Differing from later novel=-
iste, Flelding neither anmlyzes the characters himself nor presents
their own self-analysis. Hn_npproﬂchua the metlive and moral.juﬂgs-
ment by allowing his reader to use hls 1ntalle=tuﬂ11juﬂgement on
the data he glves. In the above aituﬁtiﬂn, Thwackum and Sguare
enploy religien and phlloscphy in arguing on the rightness of
Blifil's Eet.ﬂilwnrthy is nAivsly hlinded by Blifil's humanitarien
act and pleased with it. Sguire Weatern, who agta on impulse, nnd.
whoae actlons are always exaggerated; 1o the enly one who does not
agree with Blifil's behaviour. On the contrary, he adajirea Tom
for trying te selge the blrd bask, Therefore, in order toc see the
moral action of Flelding's novela, we must have & perspective know-
ledge of his chAracters. In Richardason's fiction, he portrays the
Puritana' imaginition ebout man: man is a battleground where God
and Satar fight for deminatlon.
In Joseph Andrews, Flelding haa a moral aiﬁ to present Qanity
and hypocrilsy:
M,.:t0 hold the glass to thousands

in their eloaets, that they may contemplate

their deformity, end endeaveour to reduce it,

and thus hy suffering private mortification

may avold public shame,"

(Book IXI, ¢hap. L)

The blstory of Joseph gives one important moral point: the sincers
and gncemplicated relationship between Joseph ard Fanny establlishes

an idea towsrds love in conftraet to that in Pamela, BHis journay

from London back home produces various moral points. Self-~interest
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is portrayed when Joseph is rabbed, stripped and the passengere in

a passing stageccach debate whether to haelp him. An old gentleman
quickly takes leave because he fears a second robber¥. A lawyer is
afraid of the potential consequences of help-accusation of robbery;
and mercilessly decides to let Joseph dies The only woman in the
tcach refuees to teke in a nakedman. The ceachman refuées'the extra
passenger and even to 1eﬁd Joseph his clothes. It is the pestillion
{a man who will be transported for robbing a hen roost) who gives
him his great=coat.

lan Joseph Andrews, Fielding seems to represent his statement in

The Covent Garden Journali '"that all the wit and humour of thie

kingdom was to he found in the ale housea." But after reading

Joseph Andrews, we find that it is not orly wit and humour but alseo

charity, generosity and honest emotion. Fielding belleves that the
good nature, tbe matural sympathy and benevelence, exists 1n low
soeciety zs in high. The pestillion who gives Tom hls great coat is
later transported for robbing 2 hen roost; Petty, the chambermaid,
who gives him mercy, is no better than she should be; and the pedlar
lends Parsor Adams his all, adding *o six shillings &and six
pence., Fielding presents this in-reactinn againaet the exaggerated
and insincere picture of the upper classes in Richardson's Pamelsa.
Through Joseph's misfortune, charity and hypocrisy are illustrated
through the reactions of Mr. Tow-wouse, an Ilnnkeeper, Mrs. Tow=lWouse,
Betty the chambermaid, a clergyman, & doctor and Paraon Adams.

To Fielding, the most important meoral aspect is good-nature.

In his essay On the Knowledge of the Charascters of Men, he explalns

the meaning of good nature:
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"Good-nature im that benevolent and
amlable temper of mind which dieposea us
to feel the miafortunes and enjoy the
heppineas of otherm, and c¢eonsegquently
pushes ws or to promote the latter and
prevent the fermer; amd that without any
abatract contemplation of the beauty aof
¥irtue, and without the allurements or
terrora of religion."

6o, good-nature 1z & natural goodneas. It 1p differeant from the
gootinesa which is influenced by rellglious fears or by the ides of
virtue, These éuppﬂaed kinds of goodness are ridiculocusly ﬁraﬂenteﬁ
in the charscters of Thwackum and Square as bypocrisy and intol-
erancg, Both of them pretand to be virtuous philoaaﬁhers. But their
actions prove them the opposite. 5Sguare 1s found later with Molly
in her bedroom. Thwackum is found helping Blifil fight against
Tﬁm. Their reactiona to ﬂllwu?tﬁy‘s.iééacy reveal their real nature.
Thwackum s8ys, -

. ﬁTha duty I have done in his family,

and the care I have taken in the education

of his two boya, are services for which

some men might have expected & greater re-

turn. Though the Scriptures ocbliges me to

remain contented, it doss not restrain me

from seeing when I eam injured by sn unjust

comparison.” '"Bince you provoke me," re-

turped Sguare, “that injury is done to mes

nor did I ever imagine Mr. Allworthy had

held my friendship so light as to put me

in balance with cne who received his

WEEEB RS " .

{Book ¥, c¢hap. VIII}
Parson Adama and Tom are Fialding!u ideal of good-nature.

They are good from the bottom of their minds, not only on the ocut-
sida. Although Paraon Adams is sometimea liﬁif&d by his theory

and religious doctrines, he is by nature génerous, kind and ready

to help those who are in trouble. In a hurry, he throws into the
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fire his religious book which 1a exiremely preclous to him in erder
to rescue Fanny when he hearas her cry for help. The positive side
of Flelding's moral wvilews 1s chilefly {found in the characterization
of Parson Adams and the negative side iz found 1n varioua people he
meets, such as Trulliher, his fellow c¢lergyman who refuses toc lend
him money and treats hie rudely. Adams condemns him:
"Wow there 1z no command more expresé,

no duty more frequently enjoyed, thano charlty-

¥hoever therefore, ie void of charity, I makae

0o scruple of pronouncinog that he is no

Christian.”

(Book II, chap. XIV)
The miserly Peter Pounce, Lady Booby's etewsard suggests to Adams as
they are travelling that the distresses of mankind are moatly
imaginary.
"Sure, sir,"replied Adams, "hunger

and thirst, ¢old and nakedness, and other

distrenses which attend the poar, can

never be said to be imaginary evils."

{Book III, chap. XIII}

Tom 1g fundamentelly good. In Tom Jones, we can sas several
exanples to support his imaginative sympathy with the sorrowa of
other people. Ee prefers punishment to the betrmyal of Black
George, tbe Eamekeeper, as his companicn 4in hunting rabbits in
dquire Western's eatate. The reasen is that 1if he reveals thae
secret, Hlack Oeorgs will be dismissed from Mr. Allworthy's house
and his {emily will be in trocuble. He sells tbe pony Allworthy has
given him in order to get the money to support Black Oeorge's family.
He refuses to bring Allworthy's sentence of hanishment %o B1i£f4il and
gays that, "What might perbaps be justice from another tongue would

irom mine be ingult.® Allworthy is a goeed man, but he has not that
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imaginative sympathy that he admires in Tom: "Oh my child, teo what
goodnees have I been 5o long blind!® One of the most striking
demonstrationa of Tom's good-nature is that he helyps even the man
who has tried to steal from him. While he is riding towards High-
gite with Partridge apnd a guide, & genteel-loocking man meka to join
them. When he knows that Tom has a one-hundred pound note, he pulls
out his pistcl apd. demands it. Tom is able to disarm him. The man
asks for mercy by eaying that he has five hungry children and 8 wife
waiting for him. After testing the truth, Tom sets him free and
glag gives him & couple of gulneas. In thias situation, Fielding
dees not only intend to present Tom's good-naturedness but also to
present soclal justice and sogia)l mttitudes towards this poorman, By
his action, people in Bogiety would judge him ms a robber mnd con=-
sider he should be punlshed. 5Soclal juatice is baged on the geeming
dr outside appearance without lcooking 6t the remlity or the reason
which tauses him to perform suok en ogtion. Hepe, Tom is the represen
tative of Fielding's broadminded tolerance. He sets the man free
hecaugse thia man ie not by nature evil or a thief. This is his first
ettempt at crime. HNecessity pushes him into wrongdolng; he wants
the money for hia wife and five chlldren who are hungry. Tom is
telsrant enough not to punish him but also gives him & sum of money
te buy food for his family. Another example to indicate justice
baged on seamlng rather than reality is Blifil's freeing Sophla's
bird, Thusckum, Square and even Allworthy agree with Blifi]l that
his act 1s right. He gives mercy tc the bird because the bird pre-

fers tc be free rather than kept in the cage. But he dees not think



78

that the bird cannot help itself when it ies left alone. The fact
is that he is jsalous because the bird is so dear to Sophia.

Fielding's broadmindedness is also seen in his sexual freatment.
Fielding himself was impressed by Hichardson's narrative skill but
he was absplutely againat Richardson's moral teaching. Richardson
is inteclerant and, like his contemporaries, regarde sex as the
primary moral mapect which embodies others in human behaviour. To
him, chastity is the greatest virtue, ag he indicates in Pamela or
Virtue Rewarded.Fielding suggestsz that 1t should be better entitled
"irginity aete its price." Papelsa adores her chastity above all
else and Lthis is Fielding's objection to hér, Richardson believed
in the general Puritan concept of sexual ethica: that sex is Satanic.
The example of Adam and Eve suggests that it is the female who leads
astray the male. Eve turns Adams out of the faveur of God and she
Eauses waokind's eviction from paradiszse. Therefore, to the Puritans,
sex 1s threatening, like Satan,and is able to lead the good €hristian
estray to damnation. Filelding thinke that there are nther virtues
which are more important and interesting, such as good-nature,
charity and honesty.

In Tom Jones, hefore Tom marries Sophia, he has had love
affairs with three women: his amour with Molly Seagrim, hils love

affair with Mrs. Waters at the Uptnn inn and his secret love affair
with Lady Bellaston. With Molly Seagrim and Mra. Watere, Tom falls
for their physical attraction. But with Lady Pellaston, it is
different:
""Jones had never less i1nclination to an
amgur than at present; but gallantry to the

ladien was among his principles of honour;
and he held it ag much incumbeant upon him
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to accept & challenge to love, s if it had
been a challenge to fight."
{Rook XIII, chap, VYII)

To him, gallantry to the ladies is & prineiple of honour. Besides,
lady Bellaston is generous to him, gives hiw money and he 1s grate-
ful to her generosity:

"Though Jones saw all theae discourage-
ments on the ote slde, he felt his cbliga-~
tlons full as strongly on the otheri nor aid
he lese plaioly discern the ardept passion
Irom whence those obligaticns proceeded, the
extreme violence of whileh if he failed to
equal, he wall knew the lady would think him
ungrateful, and what is worse,; he would have
thought himself mc, He knew the taglt con-
slderation upon which all her favours were
conferred; and as his nscesslty obliged him
to accept them, so hls honour, he concluded,
forced him to pay the price. This therefore
he resclved to dc, whatever mieery it cost
him, from that great principle of justice,
by which the laws of scme countries oblige
a debtor, whe 1s not otherwlse capable of
discharging hie debt, toc become the slave of
hie creditar."

(Book XII1, chap. IX)

Fielding leaves this matter to our imagination. He believes tbat
Tom &5 & truly good-natured man, supports love with gratitude. Tom
does not have the same poaltive physical deslire for Lady Eellaston
ag he has hed for Mclly and Mres. Waters.

Flelding makes it clear that it is not Tom who etarte the
attack, but the waomen who offer themselvea to Tom; He thinks that
if he dces not respond, he is ungenerous. Although thls does not
fit at all with conventlional notlons of the virtuas of chaetity, both
male and female, it agreses with =a delicate and sensitive humanlty.
Tem frequently wina the reader's favour because he is real:’ and

dirsctly opposite to the conventional, Ee is really innocent
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whereas Joseph Andrews is abstractly imnccent. He cannot see that
Molly is pleying & trick to seduce him. Hls reactlon te her ia
genercslty. Fielding says that Tom 1 one of those who "can nesver
Tacelve any kind of satisfaction from snother, witheut loving the
creature te whom that satisfeactlon 1s owing, &nd without making its
wall-belng in some sort nscessary to thelr osn eaze."

With Mrs. Wetera, he becamesa more experienced. But he 1s
awdre that she is offering heraelf to him, However Fielding suggests
that she ls mare gocd-netured and more genercus than many nominalily

more virtucus. ©She is really not mercenary, unlike Richardson's

Pameln:

The beauty of Jonee highly charmed her
eye, but aa phe could not see hias henrt,
ghe gave herself no concern mabout it. GShe
could feast heartily at the table of love,
without reflecting that scpe other already
had been, or hereafter might be, feasted
with the same repast, A seatiment which,
if 4t deals but litile in refinement, deals,
however, much in substance; and is less
capricioua, and perhaps less 1ll-natured
and selfish, than the desires of those
females who can be contemted encugh to
ahatain frem the possesslon of their lovers,
praovided they are suificlently satisfied
that no one else possesses them."

{Book IX, chap. YI)

Fielding believes that only people of good-nature ° are
capable of love. In the prefatory chapler to Bock Y1 of Tam Jones,
be defines leve in exactly the same way as he defines good=pature:

"I desire of the philosophers to grant
there is in some¢ human breasts a kind and
bemevolent disposition which is gratified
by cantributing to the happiness of othera.
Thet in this gratification alope, as in
friendship, ia parental and filial affec-
tion, there is a great and exquisite delight.
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That if we will net call such a disposition
love, we have no name for it."

He thinks that the fulfillment of physical passicn between a man and
a woman of good nature who love one ancther is the supreme felicity
attainable on earth. W#hen Tom and Sophia are married, Flelding
comments to the reader:
"Thus, reader, we have at length brought

our history to a conclusion, in which, ic our

great pleasure, though contrary perhaps to thy

expectation, Mr. Jones appears to be the '

happiest of all humankind: for what happiness

this world affords egual to the possession of

auch a woman as Sophia, I sincerely own I have

never yet discovered."

{Book XVIII, chap. XIII)

Fielding reminds us that Tom is not controlied by sexusl
appetite alone; he is good-natured and always grateful to Molly and
Mrs. Water for their physical kindnessa and to Lady Bellaston for her
generoaity. These women are also grateful to bhim; for example,

Mrs, Waters thinks of him, "to whom I owed such perfect happiness.!
As soon as Tom knows that his marriage with Sophia is possible, he
does not think of other women anymore-- This kind of sexual ethic
may be difficult to explain c¢learly and exactly but Fielding's con-
cept of good nature, which included gex with other human relationa,
and bhls broadmindedness mekes it clear.

In The Rise of the Novel, Ian Watt comments that there are many
moral offences 1in Tom Joneg which reesgive a ouch more tolerant
treatment than any Puritan moralist would have accorded them. For
examples, Defoe and Hichardson are againat drunkenness but Fielding

does not blame Tom when he gets drunk in his joy st Allworthy's

recovery from sicknes=s. His drunkenness is not assentiaplly wrong;
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it ig geen merely me the high spirited reaction of a warm-hearted-
though fallible hero, Hurphy, Filelding's first biliographer, says
that Flelding was in fackt es puch of a moralist aag Richardson,
although of a diff;rent kind. He believed that virtus, far from
belng tha.raault of the guppression of instinct at the behest of
publiz opinion, was itself a naturasl tendency to geoodness or bene-
volence. In Tom Jonss, he tried to show & hero posaessed of a
virtuous heart, but alse of the luatiness end lack cof dellberatlion
wkich easily led to arrer and even to vice. Flelding s=howad how
the good heart was threatened by many dangers to achleve maturity
and knowledge of the world. The bappy conclusion of the story is
the highest point of Fielding'a meral and literary logic. It 1a
alas the beat indication of thet civilized maturity and tolerance
which, evan more than hilas greant nﬁrrative and technical aklll, c¢an

be sald %o be the main contribution of Fielding to literature.
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