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ABSTRACT o

R
This paper seeks to srovide some information on chile Spac-
ing of Thai wonen, whiclh has not previocusly been available. The
hypothesis is ;
"The rural people of high socio-economic status have ionger

birth intervols than those of low Socic-economic statusii.

The data used in the study were collected in the field
survey of the Family Health Research Project in Photharam district,
Thailand. This survey was conducted under the Jeint ausnices of
the Mational Research Council and the Ministry of Health in 1964,
The sample was a zimple randem selection of 25 per cent oif all
househelds, The sample size was 1,207 ever-married women Those

hushands were still living.

the finding of this study can be summarized as Tollows:

Birth intervals incrense sharply as age ol women increases,
The interval between marriage and the first child is shorter than
the intervals between births, herc dg no relationship between
¢hild spacing and the number of children desired. Birth intervals
tend to be short in ¢ouples vho have only one sex of children.
There 18 also no relationship between child spacing and the

experience of having children die in the first year of life.

There is no significant relaticnship between the level of
education of the wife or %the husband and the pattern of child

spacing, except that the percentages of first birth intervals



short than 2 years arc very high among women who have completed
more than fours years of school andfor whose husbands have com-
pPleted more than four years of schocl. There is no diffcerence
in child spacing among women whoe listen to the radio regularly,
sometimes or never. There is no relationship between child
spacing and working after marriage, the ﬁusband being a locgal
leader, or frequency of the wilfe and/or husband visiting urban
Places.

There is no significant relationship between child spacing
and family weulth :- material possessions, ownership of farm
equipment ard zdequacy of the farm. No relationskhip between child
spacing and occupation of the husband is found,

Further study is needed in order to find out other foctors

which may cause different child spacing patterns in various groups.
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