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ABSTRACT
Purpose

The purpose of this study was to investigate basic data of
the undergraduate drop-outs. in the faculties of science Specifically,
this study intended to study the distribution of drop-outs demographic
data, EPe»selec;ion ordgr and the‘causes for dropping-out. Also

included in the study was the comparisons of the causes of drop-outs

among the universities.

Procedures

The population in this study was 961 undergraduates in the
faculties of science who left campuses with-out degree or certificate
during the first semester of 1983. The sample was 450 drop-outs
selected from the first three universities with the highest number of
drop-outs who could be re-entered in the following academic year
such as Chulalongkorn University, Mahidol University and King Mongkut's

Institute of Technology. '



The student's demographic data, the faculty of science selection
order, and the causes of drop-out were collected from the students'
records. The other information was collected by mean of mailing

questionnaires to the sample with approximately 74 % rate of return.

Findings

The students' records indicated that the number of male students
who had been dropped out was twice as much as females in 1981 and 1982.
The highest number of drop-outs was found to be students from Chula-
longkorn University, while the highest drop-outs rate each year was
from Mahidol University. Results also indicated that the majority of
drop-outs had their resident in Bangkok Metropolis (58.69 %). They
finished high school with located in Bangkok.(46.72 %), and their

parents had their. own buginess (51.20 %).

The mode of the selection order for the faculty of science
was the 6223 hower, the undergraduate drops-outs' selection order of
Chulalongkorn University, King Mongkut's Institute of Technology and

th th

Chieng Mai University were found to be the 5—; 4— and 3EE-respec—

tively. The mode of the cause of dropping out was resigning.

The follow up study conducted to re-examine the total popu-—
lation of 961 drop—outé revealed that approximately 77 % of them
could be re-entered at the higher institutions. Almost 24.87 % re-
entered to Chulalongkorn Univgrsity, 5.4 % attended other higher
institutions such as private colleges, Technological and Vocational
Colleges, The School of forestry and the College of Nursing. The
faculty of engineering was the most interesting field of study for

the drop-outs.



&

Results also indicated that students who re-entered to the
new faculties were satisfied themselves. From ﬁhe question asking
them to express tbe reasons why they had to leave campuses, 40 3
strongly agreed with the statement "Intended to change the field of
study", 36.12 % strongly agreed with the statement. "Wanted to re-
enter to a new faculty," and 35.52 % strongly agreed with the statement

"Could not find the way to work as a professional."

The opinions of the drop-outs concerning teaching and learning
activities in the previous faculties could be summarized in the
following aspects: tod many courses for each semester, mainly duplicate
the contents from high school subjects (MS. 4, 5), mostly lectured type
course, adequate labaratory room, and instrument, not enough extra

curricular activities; and teaching-learning should be improved.

According to this study, it could be suggested that universities
and institutions in higher education should coroperate with both
government and private agencies tb invest more money in sciences.

The current curriculum could have been improved in order to surve
the labour market of the country, as the result students should not

leave campuses for the re-entrance again.
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