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Abatraot

Hapearoh on fertility in Thailand 1z uréunt.ly neodsd in order to
provige informatisn for the population paliey plens being developed to
reduso the high birth rate, Family Flanning 1s one Smportant means to
golve this problew, But ansthor relevant factor is the marriage pattearn
of the Thail population, Ihis study's purpose is to evalunte the effook
of changes in marriage pattarn on fartility in Thailand botween 1937 and
1960, The meir hypothasis is : there chould be changes in marringo pattern
of Thal voman since 1937 to 1960 apd Af they are likely to have delayed
their marrisge, lower birth rate wuld follow due to the eharter poriod
availahla for reprodustion, To study this, dato, moetly Thalland'e
Populaticn Cenpumes in 1937, 1947 and 1960, were analysed for each Chengwat
{provinse) of Thailand,

Bagnnge of the laak of data on age at marriege of females during
the paricd of atwiy, the proportion of over-married woumen, by age, were
used insntesd to exemins changing marringe pattsrna. Tho neoossary
etatiptina aye the proportion of over-married wamen age 15 apd over, ongd
the fallowing spocifio ago groupst 15 — 19, 20 = 24, 25 - 29 ond 45 - B,
Chonges in the propertion ever-parried womens betwnan cengudes wele Qocor-
tained, Yhen, the fertility rata wns estimated by mitiplylng the oumbex
of morried vomen in ench 5 year age group, from 15 to 49, by the marital
spoolfic fertility rate vhich is aseumed to be conatant. Tho marital
sppecific fertility rate in the age epscifio fertility rate vhich 1s the
result of the Survey of Fopulation Chango in Thallerd, 1964 - 1965 divided
by the proporticn of warried womon in esch age gtoup from tho Thailand



Population Cenpup 1960, The total expected births wers valeulated and
whan miltiplisd by 1,000 and divided by the total population, the resulting
figure gave the 1mpliad birth rete per 1,000 in each changwat for each
gensus yoar, Tha paxt step wae to find the change in percentage of the

implied birth rute.

In the anslynls, changes in martlage pattern wers compared with the
chengs in implied birth rege. The rasult of this study den be summarised
e followsi

1, From 1937 to 1960, Thal women had gredually delayod thelr marrieges
The proparticn of ever=-married wuomen age 15 and over, and, also of soms
specifia ago groupo whick are atudied, of mast Chengwet had dooreasod.
The proportion of those aged 20 — 24 hed dedreased moro thab any 8RS ETOUP
followed by those oged 15 = 19 apd 25 = 29, For women aged 45 =~ 49, most
changwet phamed 1ittle change sither an increnAe or the decrens ef not

mere than 1,0 peroant.

2+ Tho birth rats cstimeted {rom the marriage faotor olso decTeasol
from 1937 to 1960, fram 53.1 per 1,000 in 1937 to 50.4 in 1947 end 40.4 in

1960,

3. When compering the change in proportion ever-married vomen and
change in implded hirth rate, tho statistios whow tho aloee releticnship,
that is, lower birth rate follewn the lower proportdon ever married women.
The rulationnhip ie most evident swong the proporticn ever-marriod women
age 15 - 19,



8ince the fertility rete ls calculeted and only estimstsd, it is
suggested thet there should be some furthur study about actual fertility
in Thaillend 1o order to comﬁare with the tentetive findings of t.hi-s- study,
Yore research ia needed to ascertaln whether later age at marrlage by
Thai women is a major facter that reduces the .fertﬂity rate, DBealdes,
mere studles sbout the relationship of change in marrlage pattern and
other econumié and socinl factors, such as, income, occupation, education,

reace, -religion and urbanizatlon are needed,
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