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# # 5387181020: MAJOR HUMAN AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT

KEYWORDS: SOCIAL CAPITAL / POWER RELATIONS

PHALAT AMPAI: SOCIAL CAPITAL AND THE POWER RELATIONS IN 2011 -
FLOOD: A CASE STUDY OF ONE SUBDISTRICT IN NONTHABURI PROVINCE.
ADVISOR: SURANGRUT JUMNIANPOL,Ph.D., 147 pp.

The study aims to investigate what social capital is in the community based on overlapping
horizontal and vertical relationships, and how the social capital links to the power structure in the
area. Also, during the Flood in 2011, it studies the ways the social capital was utilized by the people
in the case study from one subdistrict in Nonthaburi Province. In addition, it elaborates both positive
and negative impacts of social capital.

The key findings are as followed:

1. There are in 3 forms of social capital in the area. First, bonding social capital is based
on exclusive networks of family, relative and neighborhood. Second, bridging social capital is
based on voluntary activities mostly under support from government. This kind of social capital,
however, cannot bridge different group of people together. It does indeed strengthen people in the
same network. Third, there is the emerging social capital during the emergency situation of the
2011 flood condition. People affected with the flood need to create new network in order to survive.
This form of social capital in the crisis, however, does not last long and most of the networks created
during the crisis terminate at the end of the crisis.

2. During the flood, social capital has been utilized in various ways, positively and
negatively. On the positive side, social capital provides social safety net, source of information,
channels to scarce resources. On the negative side, social capital creates unequal access to
resources which in turn resulted in the deterioration of social trust. In this sense, social capital

reflects the continuation of the patron-client system and uncovers the hidden logic of power relation.
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