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# # 5680922724 : MAJOR POLITICS AND GOVERNANCE

KEYWORDS: THE DEMOCRAT PARTY, THE NORTHEAST, STRATEGIC COMMITTEE, PARTY BRANCHES,

UBON RATCHATHANI, KHONKAEN
JATTUPON LAMA PEMWONGMAK: THE ROLE OF THE STRATEGIC COMMITTEE AND PARTY
BRANCHES OF THE DEMOCRAT PARTY IN THE NORTHEAST. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF.
SIRIPAN NOGSUAN SAWASDEE, Ph.D., 146 pp.

This research is a study of the role of the Strategic Committee and its role in forming
party branches, candidates selection recruiting vote canvassers The study compares two

provinces, namely UbonRatchathani and KhonKaen.

This study is a qualitative nature using documentary research as well as field research
by conducting interview and focus group discussions. The findings reveal that the Strategic
Steering Committee was founded after the continued defeat of the Democrat Party in the general
elections in the past 15 years. The Strategic Steering Committee are with the roles to expand the
political base, to operate political and civil activities, to cooperate with and to seek for opinions
from the party’s House of Representatives in the areas. . These aforementioned roles have not
yet affect the latest election results, because the operation is the preparation for the next
election. Party branches, the function that have been used to promote the party in the past, still
focusing on generating political activities, keeping the old election base and selecting the
candidates. However the major functions to win the election, such as maintaining good
relationship between the party and the winning candidate who are the party’s House of
Representatives and culling the networks to mobilize party’s new supports, creating public forum
and exchanging policies initiation are limited. Therefore, In KhonKaen, where there is no stable
political group, the party has never succeeded in the election for a long time. As a consequence,
the party cannot develop the relationship with the local Representatives in the House.
Conversely, the success of the party in UbonRatchathani is resulted from the Representatives’
personal factor which is being political family group that has been continually respected and

elected by the patronage relationship.

The remodeling of the electoral system in 1997 and 2007, nonetheless, results in the
Democrat Party’s inability to adjust the policies. The Democrat Party still maintains the traditional
policy format; while other parties focus more on populist policies that are faster achieved. The
inability of the Democrat Party to adjust its policy stands has made it more dependable on the

representatives’ personal factors to keep the party’s popularity.
Department:  Government Student's Signature

Field of Study: Politics and Governance Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2015
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