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pPP-

The objectives of this thesis are to study and analyze the characteristics of the performance of
female demons in the Khon masked drama and dance drama based on the case studies of the
performance of female demons with key roles in the Fine Arts Department’s Khon masked drama and
dance drama, namely, Nang Summanakha, Nang Angkastalai, Nang Supaluck, Nang Phanthurat, Nang
Phisuea Samut and Nang Surapanakha. Female demons symbolize both the positive and negative sides of
the moral and ethical issues presented in these dramas. They also reflect the Buddhist and local Thai
beliefs transmitted through various literary works and their subsequent adaptation into the performance

of Khon masked drama and dance drama.

The primary research methods used were: documentary research, interviews of the dance artists
who performed the above-mentioned female demon roles, attendance of relevant seminars, and viewing
of live and videotaped performance of these characters. The research data were then analyzed, compiled

into a thesis and disseminated as a research article in a national journal.

The research found the female demons to be non-human beings of the giant race with gigantic
bodies, repulsive appearance and fangs protruding from their mouths. There are also female demons in
pleasing human forms. Most female demons have magical power that enable them to fly through the sky,
possess magical weapons and are talented warrior. The Fine Arts Department’ s performance of female
demon roles has been passed on from the Thai Royal Court and can be performed by dance artists of
both genders. Female demons in the selected case studies have vital roles in the dramas. They are
generally the initiator and prime mover as well as the unreveler of the plots. The characteristics of the
performance of female demons are determined by four principal factors: 1. Performance style — they
belong to the Khon masked drama or drama dance category and tradition; 2. Background of the characters
— their caste, personality, temperament and roles in a specific drama; 3. Dance artists and their training -
the dance artist’s gender and role model or the dance masters who trained them; and 4. Dance gestures
and expression of the character’s emotion and power. In addition, the research found that the female
demons in Khon masked drama and drama dance share similar performance characteristics in their dances
to the Na Phat music such as the Krao Nai and Tra Nimit songs. Each female demon has unique
performance characteristics of its own as seen in their individual fighting and elevating postures as well as
their expression of emotion and power. The magnificent and realistic performance of these characters can

be attributed to their distinctive performance characteristics.

Department: Dance Student's Signature
Field of Study: Thai Dance Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2015
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