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# # 5380148022: MAJOR JAPANESE
KEYWORDS: ELDERLY/ OGAWA YOKO
PUNYADA DASRI: ELDERLY CHARACTERS IN OGAWA YOKO'S NOVELS

ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. DUANTEM KRISDATHANONT, Ph.D., 165 pp.

The purpose of this research is to study elderly characters in five of Ogawa
Yoko's novels which are: 1. Hisoyakana kesshou, 2. Hotel Iris, 3. Chinmoku
hakubutsukan, 4; Kifujin A no sosei, and 5. Hakase no aishita suushiki, by studying their
family backgrounds, life-styles, sentimental losses which had happened in the past, and
points of view from other characters to the leading ones, as well as their roles and
influence over other characters.

According to the study, all five elderly characters had no blood relatives left.
Also they were experts or had special interest in something, and playing important role
in helping other characters or had influence on them. Moreover, all selected novels
portrayed the death of the elderly characters either before or after the death, there
would always be some incidents that would lead to the conclusion of the novels.

Besides, the research found some differences between male and female elderly
characters. The female characters were richer and had better quality of lives. They had
hobbies and had interrelation with others. Meanwhile, the male characters barely lived
self-sufficient life. They were keen on their work and were not sociable. This reflected

elderly society in Japan nowadays.

Department: Eastern Languages.  Student’s Signature

Field of Study: Japanese Advisor’s Signature
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