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## 5280525922 : MAJOR LITERATURE AND COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEYWORDS : NARRATIVES OF YAMADA NAGAMASA/JAPANESE IDENTITY/
REPRESETATION OF JAPANESE-THAI RELATIONS/ JAPANESE NATIONALISM

NAMTHIP METHASATE : NARRATIVES OF YAMADA NAGAMASA: THE
CONSTRUCTION OF JAPANESE IDENTITY AND THE REPRESENTATION
OF JAPANESE-THAI RELATIONS. ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.
SIRIMONPORN SURIYAWONGPAISAL, Ph.D.,  pp.146

This Dissertation aims to study development in forms (genre) and content
of narratives of Yamada Nagamasa, a very popular travel narrative called
“Kaigaiyahi” (MEFMEETRE) , which has been reproducing and consuming in Japan
from 17" century to the Present. The dissertation also studies the construction of
Japanese Identity through the representation of Japanese - Thai relations in those
narratives’ role.

The result of the study points out that forms and content of Narratives of
Yamada Nagamasa has been modified and reproduced with a development in
various forms while the content has been changed from increasing of information
and body of knowledge about Siam as well as from the author’s imagination. It also
related to the discourse and thoughts during the age of job creation. In term of
studying the role of Narratives of Yamada Nagamasa as a tool of Japanese
Identity construction, the study shows these Narratives as a tool to construct and
to implant Japanese Identity through the representation of Japanese - Thai power
relations in those narratives. Japanese Identity in those narratives is dynamic that
can be changed through social and cultural contexts; which can be categorized
into 3 periods:

First Period, the range of national consciousness formation when Japan
becomes the center of civilization during the country shut down, thus, the Thai
image is portrayed as uncivilized to emphasize the image of Japan as a civilized
nation.

Second Period, the range of constructing identity which is ambivalent
between the desire to be civilized in Western style and the ethnocentric
perspective since Japan opened up the country until Japan became the super
power of the imperialism during World War .

Third Period, the range of searching for various identities through the
representation of Japanese-Thai relation within the capitalistic globalized world
and multi-culture from the World War Il to the present.

Field of Study : Literature and Student's Signature

Comparative Literature
Academic Year .2014. .. Advisor’'s Signature...............coooiinnn.
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