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Abstract

Expressions Concerning Parent-Child Relations in Noh Plays

This report presents the results of research on expressions concerning parent-child
relations found in Noh plays. Included are proverb-like expressions (i.e., proverbs and expressions
related to them) and allusions to expressions from works in both the kanbun and wabun styles. The
plays investigated include those in and outside the current repertoire, works dating from both the
Muromachi and from later periods.

This research demonstrates that almost all the proverb-like expressions concerning parent-
child relations are taken from kanbun sources, the most common example being expressions
associated with the proverb “Parent-child relations last but one lifetime.” The next most common
category consists of expressions related to birds. Analysis of these two groups of expressions
reveals that the authors of Noh plays saw parent-child relations as very strong and lasting even
beyond one lifetime, contrary to sense of the familiar proverb. In addition, this investigation shows
that, among the expressions concerning parent-child relations, proverb-like expressions are the
most numerous, approximately twice as common as allusions to wabun sources. Nonetheless,
modern editions of Noh plays rarely annotate the proverb-like expressions.

The results of this research are three-fold. First, it should encourage scholars to more fully
consider the importance of kanbun in Japanese literature. Second, it corrects some misprints in
plays outside the current repertoire. Finally, it calls attention to the significance of the many non-

current and non-Muromachi Noh plays that modern scholars are apt to overlook.

Keywords: Noh plays, non-current Noh plays, parent-child relations, Japanese proverbs,

kanbun, wabun
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