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BUSSADEE ONSIRIWAN : AN ADAPTATION OF THE THREE KINGDOMS FROM
LITERARY VERSIONS TO THE COMIC STRIP BY BUNLUE BOOKS. ADVISOR :
ASSOC.PROF. CHOLADA RUENGRUGLIKIT, Ph.D., 275 pp.

The objectives of this research are to analyze the adaptation of the Three Kingdoms from
its literary versions to the comic book by Bunlue Books and to analyze the ways behind creating a
sense of humor in this comic book version. It is found that the comic version is mostly based on
the newly-translated Three Kingdoms book by Wanwai Phattanothai, followed by the book
translated by Chaophraya phraklung (Hon) and then the TV series “Romance of the Three
Kingdoms.” Four aspects of the book version — content, characters, dialogues and scenes — are
adapted. The adaptation is mostly drawn from the newly-translated book as evidenced by the fact
that the characters and the dialogues are still the same as those in the book. However, some
content and some characters could also be found in the book translated by Chaophraya phraklung
(Hon) and in the TV series. In addition, some of these four aspects are added by the cartoonist.
Such aspects are created from the cartoonist’s imagination and adaptation in order for his book to
become more contemporary. Even though this comic version is the product of a mix of many
versions from different media, the story is told smoothly.

It is also found that the cartoonist deleted, added, switched positions and changed the
details of some parts. Those four methods of adaptation result in a concise and contemporary
story and the necessary roles of the characters. In addition, the language is easy to understand,
which is suitable for a comic. Sometimes, the comic version contains a sense of humor.

The cartoonist employs three approaches to create a sense of humor: introducing current
social issues into the story, introducing new characters which are not found in the original story,
adding modern scenes, changing some characters’ behaviors and adding the cartoonist’s own style

of writing. Moreover, the language and the pictures are also utilized in adding humor.
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