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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

Problem Statement:

Books are pre-eminent as vehicles for information, education and research,
and as a source of culture and recreation, serving national development and the
enrichment of individual human life, and fostering the better understanding between
people of different nations and cultures. The transfer of information and knowledge
and the pursuit and dissemination of research are considered as fundamentally
important to the scientific, technological, economic and social well-being of both
developed and developing countries. (UNESCO, 1982)

Books published in a country have contents containing the culture, tradition,
lifestyle, economy, politics, and other aspects of that country, thus, educating and
opening up people’s vision of the past, present, and future. Therefore, through books,
people learn what they have never known and what they long to know. Books on
Thailand serve the same purpose of educating and giving knowledge. With its various
subjects on social science, political science, law, education, literature and language,
for instance, books inform the people of the conditions of Thailand.

In her study, Maenmas Chavalit (1966) indicated that books published in
Thailand at early dates are mostly poetry, stories written in verse and school
textbooks. There were also books on history of Thailand and neighboring countries,
travel, Thai culture, arts, mythology, folklore, and religion. However, the result
showed that there were gaps in certain subjects, such as technology, science, and
economics, which must be filled in the book production of Thailand. This might be
because book publishing is not a specialized profession in Thailand during the 60’s
and 70’s as Romesh Thapar (1975) indicated in his work, partly due to the shortage of
quality paper, and partly because few of the printing houses possess high quality
machines and equipments due to their high costs. Consequently, books published had
relatively high cost allowing only limited group of people, which were the elite group,
to be able to read them. This also caused the subjects of publication to be limited only
to those favored by the target group.

As the society-and-economy. of Thailand developed, the government realized
the importance of education and literacy of its citizen, which made publishing in
Thailand of more importance. The government took upon an improvement in training
editors and technicians. As more highly trained people entered the publishing
industry and with higher national income, higher quality printing machines and
equipments were acquired. This was the period when publishing in Thailand became
popular with increasing number of readers, authors, printing houses and publishers, as
well as a variety of subjects being published. Chaleo Manilerd (1998) indicated that
service industry which accompanies economic development in Thailand has ushered
the country into an information age. And due to its approach to the information
society, information industry has flourished.



As more groups of people became interested in reading, different types and
subjects of books according to their preferences and objectives were in request.
Hence, books published in Thailand became various in subjects, types, such as
popular magazines, children books, reports, reference works, or even rare books, and
prices, and are written by various authors and published by various publishers. Both
personal and corporate authors searched to create books that suit their readers’ need,
while publishers of both public and private sectors strive to publish more subjects.
Unlike publishing in the past, where most of the publishers were government or
institution-owned, and books were educational and research in nature, present
publishers of Thailand are also privately-owned or of international organizations and
associations and foundations, publishing books which reflect the social, economic,
and political conditions of the country.

The subjects of book about Thailand are of interest and are studied by many
groups of readers, both Thai and foreigners. They read and write books on Thailand
causing the books to be published in various languages and written by authors of
various nationalities.  Furthermore, this enables the books on Thailand to be
distributed to other parts of the world.

As books became of mare importance, their content and credibility are highly
concerned. For books to be considered of true value, it is essential that references be
included in that book as well as indexes. Recently, Thailand publishes books with
improved quality, containing more references in its publications. According to
Boontarika Kingkaew’s (2002) research on the analysis of information resources
produced by University Presses, the research showed that the majority of the
information resources published by personal authors, which were professors within
the university, had references. However, the majority of the information resources
still had no index. Itis, in a way, a progressive sign that Thailand is now emerging as
a quality-book-publishing country although improvements have still to be made on
including indexes.

American libraries are purchasing more books published outside the United
States than they did before the 1950s. (Ford, 1974: 74) Hence, several national
programs for acquisitions from abroad, the Farmington Plan, Public Law 480 (PL
480), and the National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging (NPAC), had been
initiated, which are of great assistance in_obtaining materials from countries in
Southeast Asia. = Books are acquired from Southeast Asian countries to obtain
knowledge from them and to gain better understanding of the people from different
nations and cultures.

The Library of Congress is one of the libraries in the United States that
maintained offices abroad since 1962 to acquire library and research materials from
countries where such materials are essentially unavailable through traditional
acquisitions methods. The Library of Congress Office, Jakarta, Indonesia, is one of
the six overseas offices administered by the African/Asian Acquisitions and Overseas
Operations Division of the Library of Congress. The Library of Congress Bangkok
Office was initiated in 1984 under the Jakarta Office program to acquire materials
from Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos, and to prepare preliminary bibliographic
catalogs. It is one of the several local contract representatives that hire local staff to
acquire published materials from these countries. Being located in the ground of the
American Embassy in Bangkok, it operates with six full-time local staff with



supervision from an American Field Director who sits in Jakarta but frequently visits
Bangkok.

Materials acquired by the Bangkok Office include printed materials, nonprint
materials, and electronic resources, all of which are about Thailand, Cambodia, and
Laos. Printed materials acquired include books, periodicals, journals, newspapers,
and pamphlets as well as single sheets of significant research value.

Work scope within the office is divided according to the language ability of
the staff as well as the type of materials acquired. In performing their tasks, the
Library of Congress Bangkok staff manipulated the Thailand/Cambodia/Laos Subject
Profile list, a variation of the Library of Congress Classification Schedules to suit the
specificity of the country of acquisition, as a tool in deciding upon a subject of the
material acquired. No matter which subject profile is followed, the materials acquired
in each of the three countries should be about and published in that particular country
without limiting the nationality and reputation of the authors nor the language of the
materials.

Acquisitions of materials are done by taking local and provincial acquisition
trips. Both include visits to private and public information sources including
bookstores, governmental agencies, publishers, and via individual book dealers.
Acquisition is done by purchase from bookstores and sometimes from governmental
agencies as well as academic institutions, as gift from nearly all the sources except
bookstores, and exchange with the public and private sectors, as well as international
organizations.

Once acquired, materials are checked against the office’s databases for
duplication purpose. The Library of Congress does not acquire duplication copies of
any title unless it is requested from the participating American Universities. In
addition, because the Office is authorized to pre-select books for some of the
participants, it can acquire books for these participants without any further consent.

Because the Office functions mainly as an acquisitions office, materials
acquired are held for just a short period to make initial bibliographic cataloging. In
the Bangkok Office, initial bibliographic cataloging is done in the IFOS (Integrated
Field Office System) database. IFOS was manipulated by the Office starting in 1999
until the present day, while in the earlier days, another database called ASKSAM was
used instead. “Data recorded in the initial bibliographic catalog includes the name of
author, title, edition, place of publication, publisher, year of publication, physical
descriptions, subject, language, price, and method of acquisition.

After the initial bibliographic cataloging is done in Bangkok, books in English
and books with minimal level cataloging are sent to the Cataloging Department of the
Jakarta Office, and books in Thai language are sent to the Library of Congress Office
in New Delhi through the air postal office of the Embassy of the United States of
America. The two offices, then, make final selection and further preparation of full
bibliographic entry. In the final selection process, books that do not suit the need of
the users of the Library of Congress will be given to other libraries in the United
States or sent back to Bangkok Office to be used as exchange. Finally, the materials
are shipped to the Library of Congress in Washington D.C. and institutions



participating in the Cooperative Acquisitions Programs (CAP-SEA) in the United
States.

Since the starting of the Library of Congress Bangkok Office in 1984, a period
of eighteen years now, there has been no evident study on the collection acquired by
the Office to show the state of books on Thailand. The Library of Congress Bangkok
Office acquires books on Thailand keeping with the belief that books are important in
social and economic development and play a vital role in minimizing illiteracy,
provide lifelong education, promote cultural development, and foster scientific and
technological progress. Because the Office acquires books on nearly every aspects of
Thailand, studying the books acquired by the Library of Congress Bangkok Office
helps filter and assemble books on Thailand that are published in the country and
helps locate the gap in subjects of book production in Thailand. A study should be
done with the books acquired by the Library of Congress Bangkok Office because the
Office represents numerous American participating university in the acquisition of
Thai books. It can be considered a representative of the foreign markets.

Hence, it is essential to study the books on Thailand acquired by the Library of
Congress Bangkok Office from 1998 to 2000 in terms of the type, subject, author,
publisher, language, reference and index, price, and methods of acquisition. The
study will serve as a guideline for the acquisitions of the Library of Congress
Bangkok Office, serve as a guideline for publishers in Thailand to publish books on
Thailand in the subject of limited publication, and will result in a list of bibliography
of books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress Bangkok Office from 1998
to 2000.

Objective:

To analyze books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress Bangkok
Office from 1998 to 2000 in terms of the type, subject, author, publisher, year of
publication, language, reference and index, price, and methods of acquisitions.

Hypothesis:

1. The majority of books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress Bangkok
Office "have -subjects. on _sociology, Jlanguage. and  literature; -and history
respectively, and most of the books are acquired by means of purchase.

2. The majority of books published by academic institutions contain reference and
index.

Scope of Study:

The population of the study was the books on Thailand acquired by the
Library of Congress Bangkok Office from 1998 to 2000. The books to be analyzed
were printed materials which were general books, reference books, reports, rare



books, and pamphlets. The books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress
Bangkok Office in these three years will give an overview of recent acquisitions trend
as well as a comparison of books acquired in the three years.

The books to be analyzed must meet all three criteria below :
1. Books having subjects about Thailand.
2. Books published and/or printed in Thailand.

3. Books in any language and written by authors of any nationality.

Methodology:

The research methodology used in this study was a quantitative one. The
methodology of the study was as follow:

1. Collect information related to book publishing in Thailand and book
acquisition activities of the Library of Congress from documents such as
books, articles, thesis, and research works, and the interview of the Library
of Congress Bangkok Office staff.

2. Find out book titles acquired from 1998 to 2000, from the ASKSAM and
Integrated Field Office System (IFOS) databases of the Library of
Congress Bangkok Office to determine the population of study, the
bibliographic data of the books, language, price, and method of
acquisitions. ASKSAM is a database used to input bibliographic data of
books and IFOS is a structured database built based on MARC record
structure and used for creating and storing cataloging information. IFOS is
manipulated by the Office starting 1999 while ASKSAM was used during
the earlier times until 1999.

3. Create research tool consisting of Book Data Collecting Form to record the
data of the books. The Book Data Collecting Form consisted of three parts
as follow :

Part 1: Bibliographical details including name of author, title, edition,
place of publication, publisher, year of publication, and acquisition
year.

Part 2: Consisted of data on type, subject, author, publisher, language,
reference and index.

Part 3: Consisted of price and methods of acquisitions.

4. Test the tool (book data collecting form), by randomly selecting 10 titles
from each year of acquisition (1998 to 2000), totaling 30 samplings. Make
necessary changes and additions to the book data collecting form.



5. Collect data and examine books acquired from 1998 to 2000 from the
following sources by inputting data into the data collecting form.

5.1 The Online Catalog of University Libraries, The Online Computer
Library Center (OCLC), the Library of Congress Bangkok Office
ASKSAM and IFOS databases
5.2 The public university libraries in Bangkok, special libraries, book
stores, private collections, organizations bearing the books,
publishers, or websites
6. Analyze the data collected in terms of percentage.

7. Summarize result and provide discussions and recommendations.

Contribution :

1.

The study will serve as a guideline for the acquisitions of the Library of Congress
Bangkok Office.

The study will serve as a guideline for publishers in Thailand to publish books on
Thailand in the subject of limited publication.

The study will result in a list of bibliography of books on Thailand acquired by the
Library of Congress Bangkok Office from 1998 to 2000.



CHAPTER I

LITERATURE REVIEW

This Chapter will discuss the topics of Thai publishing, publishers of Thai
books, materials published, distribution of Thai books, the acquisition of books by the
Library of Congress, Library of Congress Bangkok Office, and the related literatures.

Thai Publishing and Publishers

In order to understand the publishing in Thailand, it is essential to know the
development of Thai publishing and the publishers.

1. Thai Publishing

Early publishing in Thailand was conducted by foreign missionaries. Stanley
A. Barnett (1967) mentioned that the actual Thai publication was done by His Majesty
King Rama IV of Siam who established a printing plant at Wat Bavornives and
printed the first Thai Royal Gazette in 1858, which was considered the first Thai
government publication. Buddhist books were also printed. Prince Damrong
Rajanubhab also sponsored the National Library in the production of books on the
history of Thailand and neighboring countries, books on travel, Thai culture, arts,
mythology, folklore, and religion. It was also under Prince Damrong that the custom
of publishing books for distribution as gifts on birthdays and funerals among the
nobility arose. Since then, publishing became more popular and was done in various
languages such as Thai, English, and even Chinese. Earlier publications were printed
with high quality both in content and binding but were limited to only few groups of
reader because of their high prices. The private book industry began its modern
growth around 1930 among a group of Chinese businessmen who moved from trade
in secondhand books to the publishing of new books and reprints. After World War
I, there was a rapid growth in the book industry as more highly trained people
entered the industry, and as the government and the general public’s interest in
education and literacy increased. By 1964, Thailand was one of the largest producers
of book and pamphlet titles in East Asia with the output on that year of 4,083.

Nonetheless, with larger numbers of titles published annually, Thailand was
still a non-reading nation, which resulted from the scarcity of books in the olden days
and the relatively high cost of books in relation to consumer purchasing power.
Maenmas Chavalit’s (1966) survey on reading materials reported that an average of
1,000 copies of trade book were printed at a time, though some titles were reprinted
more than once in the same year. It was also pointed out that the majority of books
produced have no commercial purpose, but represent governmental and semi-public
materials which are distributed free of charge, and books published by individuals
were produced as gift purposes. A research by Poonsuk Sripirom (1973) indicated
that the problem confronting the acquisition of publications of the university libraries
in Thailand was the lack of good quality Thai books. The result of the research



recommended that the person, institution, or organization concerned with book
publication should seek to produce higher-quality books.

As Chaleo Manilerd (1998) stated in his work, social and economic
development contributed greatly to the development of print media for economic and
educational purposes in Thailand. Printed materials including popular magazines,
newspapers, periodicals, and children books have progressed in number and quality.
From family enterprise, printing industry has developed into corporate concern, while
publishers are now equipped with their own circuit of writers, translators, editorial
staff, printing houses, chains of book distributing stores and stalls, and have
developed potential for the production of high quality printed materials. Training of
manpower was also provided by vocational schools and universities which offered
diplomas, certificates and degrees to graduates. As can be seen from the expansion of
book publishing industry, production in Thailand grows at a rate of over 15% per year
on the whole. In 1998, there were about 200 publishers engaged in printing
newspaper, periodicals, textbooks, children books and leisure books, over 2,000
publishers registered as printers of newspapers and magazines, about 20,000 book
distributing stores and stalls, and about 8,000 ISBN were issued by the National
Library to publishers

Moreover, printers are widely distributed throughout the country with the
majority of 90 percent in Bangkok and still growing in number. According to Chaleo
Manilerd’s (1998) figures, there were 1,512 registered printers in 1985, and increasing
to reach 1,685 printers in 1993. The total figures of printed material from 1988 to
1997 can be broken down into 71 percent from the private sector, 27 percent from the
public sector, and 2 percent from abroad.

The amount of publication published in Thailand is very difficult to track even
if the Royal Printing Act of Thailand B.E. 2484 stated that the publisher should
deliver two copies of each title published to the National Library of Thailand. The
National Library of Thatland is not able to track down every title published unless the
publishers ask for the International Standard Book Number (ISBN) from the National
Library. With the ISBNs issued to various publishers, the National Library is able to
collect the titles of publication. The publication given ISBN from 1997 to 2001 were
amounted to 74,268 titles.- (Pattamaporn Thammatat, interview)

2. Publishers of Thai Books

Publisher is the person, company or organization responsible for preparing and
issuing publications for sale or distribution.  They publish information resources that
are printed materials, as well as audio-visual and electronic resources. Sometimes,
the publisher and the printer are often with the same owner, while most of the time,
the two functions are performed by separate entities. In Thailand, as there is no clear
distinction, the printer, publisher, and bookseller are usually one and the same person.
Therefore, most large publishers in Thailand usually have their own printing houses
and bookstores. However, in the last few decades, there had arisen publishers who do
not own printing plants, thus, having to hire printing house to publish their books.
Consequently, this results in the price and quality competition within the printing
houses themselves. This also increases intently the importance of publisher to book
printing in Thailand. In order to understand the publication of books on Thailand, it is
necessary to understand the different types of publishers and the roles of publisher.



2.1 Types of Publishers

There are many types of publisher, which can be generally categorized
according to the type of publication published and according to the organization
which the publisher is under.

2.1.1 Publishers Publishing Different Types of Books

Book publisher can be divided according to the type of publication published
into trade publishers, specialty publishers, textbook publishers, scholarly publishers,
newspaper and periodical publishers, and private presses. (Prayongsri
Pattanakitchamroon, 2003)

Trade publishers are those producing wide range of subjects and types, such as
fiction and nonfiction, reference books, as well as some specialty titles that have wide
sales potential. Trade publishers have three markets which are bookstores, libraries,
and wholesalers. Most of the larger publishers such as Harpers, Macmillan, Scribner,
Amarin Printing and Publishing, Dokya, or Phrae Phitthaya are general publishers.
The private publishing firms are also meant to be trade publishers since they are
mostly owned by the private sector.

Similar to trade publishers, subject specialty publishers are those producing a
variety of subject, but in special fields, for instance, art, music, science, technical
books, law, religion, and medicine. Many specialty books require expensive graphic
preparation or presswork resulting in higher costs, which is one of the reasons art,
music, and science and technology titles are so costly. (Evans, 2000: 134) As
Prayongsri Pattanakitchamroon (2003) mentioned, when compared with other
publishers, subject specialty publishers have narrower markets. Some examples of
specialty publishers are Se-Education, which publishes materials on science,
engineering, or education and administration; Nitibannakan, which publishes
materials on law; Muang Boran, which publishes materials on history, art,
archaeology, and mural paintings; or H.W. Wilson, which publishes books in the field
of library science.

Textbook publishers are publishers engaged in publishing textbooks that cover
the subjects taught in the curriculum of the schools or academic institutions. The
costs involved for publishing textbook, however, are higher than that of publishing
other types of books. Nonetheless, if the textbooks become ‘well-known and widely
used, the costs will be well covered-and profits earned. Thai Watthana Phanit is one
of the well-known . textbook publishers  in “Thailand, whereas Ginn and Scott,
Foresman & Company are examples of textbook publishers abroad. ' As Stanley A.
Barnett (1967) mentioned in his work, educational publishing was considered the
backbone of the book industry in developing countries, as can be seen from
Kurusapha Press, the for-profit subsidiary of the teachers’ institute, that printed and
distributed about 85% of Thailand’s textbooks. This semi-public operation has the
largest and most modern printing plant in the Kingdom during that time.

Easily confused with textbook publishers, scholarly publishers are part of non-
profit organizations, receiving funding from these organizations. Academic
institution, museum, association, foundation, or research institution are considered
scholarly publishers as they publish scholarly information and research works in order
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to disseminate knowledge. However, publications of scholarly publishers are not
widely disseminated because of its specific group of users. Academic institutions
include both public and private college, university, or other institution of post-
secondary education, as well as university press. Association or foundation, such as
the Children’s Foundation, publishes without seeking profit for the benefit of the
community. The Chicago University Press, Oxford University Press, Siam Society,
and Chulalongkorn University Press are some examples of scholarly publishers.

Association is funded by non-profit organizations with the objective of
publishing information resources as a guideline or handbook for professional
personnel, which leads to the development of the profession.  Professional
associations are dedicated to promoting the interests of a specific profession such as

the American Library Association. They are valuable and crucial to the development

of information resources because they produce selected and high-quality information,
which are compiled by professionals and coincide with the users’ needs. Thus,
information resources produced by professional associations are highly accepted and
reliable within the professional circle. Nonetheless, materials published by
professional association are not widely distributed and the prices are lower than that
of the trade publishers. Materials published include serials, handbooks and manuals,
textbooks, funded research, conference proceedings and other forms of materials such
as audio-visual materials, which are all related to the professions.

Foundations are group of persons devoted to pursuing a common interest or
purpose, such as the Toyota Foundation, that publish to disseminate knowledge and
reveal social problems and ways to solve them. Many materials are published as a
way for funding the foundation. Therefore, apart from information resources,
notebooks, diaries, and gifts are also produced in order to bring in revenue to the
foundation. Most of the foundations have their own websites used to promote their
works. Resources published include books, serials, and audio-visual materials.

Another publisher is newspaper and periodical publishers aim at presenting
up-to-date information and news to the public, hence, having their own staff in the
preparation of the information, such as news reporters, editors, and columnists.
However, several magazine and serial publishers use writers outside their
organizations. Examples of newspaper and periodical publishers are Matichon, The
Nation, or Bangkaok Post.

Finally, private presses are small-sized publishers whose owners are interested
in the art of printing materials, thus, printing for free distribution on special occasions
and not for profit.. The printing and publishing activities of the private presses differ
from those of the commercial book world. Some of the objectives of private presses
are to facilitate private circulation of book to scholars for their comment in advance of
regular publication, produce books to a higher standard of textual accuracy than
commercial publishers, or print books in exotic languages. Work unpublishable
because it is politically unacceptable was sometimes printed by private presses.
(Cave, 1997)
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2.1.2 Publishers According to Organization

Moreover, publishers can be categorized as either belonging to the
government or private sector. Both sectors have different policies in publishing
books. While most of the books published by the government are meant to be
distributed to other governmental organizations free of charge in order to disseminate
information, those published by the private sectors are meant to be sold for profit.
Most of the above mentioned types of publishers belong to the private sector except
for scholarly or academic publisher which belongs to the governmental sector.

Governmental publishers - international, national, state, regional, and local —
belong to the governmental agencies. They are authorized to collect, publish, and
distribute government documents to the public. They now publish beyond the printing
of legislative hearings or actions and occasional executive materials. Often,
international organizations and national governments publish essential and
inexpensive, frequently free materials on nutrition, farming, trades, travel, political as
well as social matters, law, science, technology, military and naval science, and
education. They usually publish hearings, bills, resolutions, charters, periodicals,
statistics, and reports, whether they be researches, conferences or seminars, summary
reports, or project achievements. This depends on the expertise and responsibilities of
each governmental agency. According to the Annual Report of the Police Department
of Thailand 1971, there were a total of 1,751 printing houses in Thailand, of which 56
were of the government’s, and 1,695 were private.

2.2 Roles of Publishers

The roles of a publisher, which are essential to the production of a publication,
are to publish various types of printed materials such as books, magazines, or
periodicals, nonprint materials, or electronic resources by selecting the materials to be
published, contacting the writers or authors, finding the editors, including reference
and index, and setting the printing policy with the printer.

2.2.1 Authors

In publishing a book, the publisher has to find and contact the writers or
authors who will produce the original manuscripts. The author of a book is the origin
of a book or other written work that is the source of an idea, or the creator or
originator of ‘the work. The author, which is responsible for the writing or
compilation of a book or other publication which" is not a periodical, is usually
distinguished from an editor, translator, or copier, although these are sometimes
treated as authors for purposes of cataloging. ‘In a wider sense, the concept of
authorship can include artists, composers of musical works, or photographers who are
creators of original work. An author is legally responsible for a work, and also
acquires the copyright in it. (Sturges, 1997: 25) A publication can either have or not
have a stated author in the publication.

There are in general two types of authors, which are personal authors and
corporate authors. Personal authors are individuals, such as researcher, scholar, or
professional writer, who are the originator of the work and can be of any nationality.
Mom Ratchawongse Kukrit Pramoj, Vilas Manivat, Praphatsorn Sewikul, Sulak
Sivaraksa, Lucita Lazo, and Edward G. Evans, are some individuals who write,
compile, translate, or edit literary work. Books can have one, two, or more than two
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authors, and they can be of the same or different nationality. For instance, a book
“High-risk drug use in the UNDCP region of Cambodia, China, Myanmar, Thailand,
and Vietnam” of the UNDCP Regional Center was compiled by three authors of
different nationalities, Ronald D. Renard, Stan Zankel, Americans, and Chayan
Vaddhanaphuti, a Thai.

Corporate authors are corporate bodies or companies, either private or public,
such as The National Bank of Thailand, academic institutions’ faculties, nonprofit
organization, or the United Nations, that compile or funded the publication, or in
which the name of a publication is issued under. However, these can be easily
confused with publishers, which, although, are organizations that produce or materials
for public distribution, can also be the corporate author of the materials published.
The Royal Thai Government, the Department of Correction of the Ministry of
Interior, and Narcotics Control Board are some public corporate authors while Thai-
German Highland Development Programme, Burma Underground Rights Movement
for Action, and Baker & McKenzie are some of the private corporate authors.

As the communication and transportation systems of the world developed,
people have the freedom and ease to travel from nation to nation, so do their curiosity,
knowledge, and languages. Authors from abroad, such as America or France, became
interested in the culture, art, tradition, and social conditions of Thailand, leading them
to write about these issues of the country in the languages they have the expertise in,
and distributing the knowledge worldwide. Hence, books created in a nation are not
necessary limited to only the mother language of that nation. Examples of books on
Thailand written by a French author is “Thailande, tresors d’artisans: chefs-d’oeuvre
de la Fondation S.U.P.P.O.R.T. de sa majeste la reine Sirikit” by the Fondation
S.U.P.P.O.R.T. in Bangkok; or by a German author, Gerald Roscoe, who wrote “Das
gute leben: ein wegweiser zum Buddhismus fur den westen”.

Occasionally, books are compiled by more than one author, which may be of
different nationalities, resulting in the books having more than one language.
Sometimes, contents are translated directly from one language into another within the
same book, resulting in bilingual books, such as that of the commemorative volumes
of King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand, with titles of both languages. Other times,
different articles come in different languages such as that of conference or seminar
reports, where speakers of the conference are from different countries. An example of
book with more than one language will be the earliest ‘book printed in Thai,
“Grammar of the Thai Language”, written by Captain James Low in 1828, which was
narrated in English and alternated by several pages of Thai writings. Nonetheless,
most of the books published in Thailand are in Thai, with few numbers of books in
foreign language and having more than one language.

Due to technological advance and realization of educational importance, more
books have been published by numerous authors who produce both quality and non-
quality books. For an author to produce books of broad-range knowledge, it is
essential to do research from other works by other authors. This calls for the need to
give the credit to the originator of the idea, which resulted in citing references and
bibliographies in the new work.
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2.2.2 Reference and Index

In publishing books, publishers have to state what to be included and what not
to be included in the book. Reference and index are two elements that publishers
have to decide whether to include or not, which affect the value of the book.

Reference is the bibliographical list of works cited or used by the author in the
preparation of another work and provide the credibility of the publication. This
systematic listing of books and other documents is compiled with the intention of
providing comprehensive coverage of its chosen field and of paying respect to the
idea of the originator. Bibliography might be defined chronologically,
geographically, by subject, by author or by format of publication, or by some
combination of one or more of these. (Feather, 1997: 30)

References can be divided into references and bibliographies, which usually
appear at the end of the publication. However, references do appear at the end of each
chapter, indicating their usage in the work and giving credit to the originator of the
work. Bibliographies, however, appear at the end of the publication, indicating that
the author uses those publications to create ideas for his/her work but not necessarily
quoting them. A publication may have either one of the two or both reference and
bibliography. Thus, books with references and bibliographies are considered as of
more value and credit than books without.

Similarly, index is a necessary communications link between a source of
information and those who would obtain information from it. It is a systematic guide
to items contained in or concepts derived from a collection. These items or derived
concepts are represented by entries arranged in alphabetical, chronological, or
numerical order. (Rothman, 1974) The purpose of an index is to facilitate the speedy
location of specific items of information because it rearranges the material, bringing
together scattered references to a topic. A good index indicates what is not in a
document and saves a reader from having to flip through the complete text.
(Bakewell, 1997: 169) Index may include entries for a range of categories, including
personal names, corporate and geographical names; places; subjects; titles of works;
abbreviations; citations; numbers; and dates within a written work with page numbers
to refer the reader to the point in the text at which information pertaining to the
heading is found.

The value of an index increases the value of the book because it decreases the
precious time consumed to find a needed topic..—A textbook or other informative
nonfiction book, multiple issues of a magazine or a collection of journals, a thick
anthology of poems or essays, require indexes to minimize the research effort
required. For still larger or more complex collections indexes are indispensable.
(Rothman, 1974: 288)

2.2.3 Printing House

Another role of a publisher is to contact printing houses to print material. In
dealing with the printing houses, publishers have to set printing policies as well as the
prices of the book. The price of a book varies according to the physical attributes of
the book, whether it is hard cover or paperback, the variety of color used in the type
and illustrations, or even the quality of the paper used, and the content to be
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published, such as the subject of the book. For instance, the price of specialty
published books are higher than those of others because they are of special subjects
which are directed to specific group of users. Moreover, books are more expensive
with hard cover and many multi-color illustrations, or with high paper quality. Hence,
books on art exhibitions, architectural designs, computer science, or history are
relatively expensive. Titles such as “Rattanakosin art: the reign of King Rama I-
VI, “The elephant in Thai life an legend”, and “Sacred rocks and Budhist caves in
Thailand”, could be worth more than a thousand baht.

In contrary, books published by the governmental sector, non-profit
organization, or foundation and association are lower in price because they are often
meant to be distributed free of charge, thus, expecting no profit to be made. The price
of a book is printed at its cover, thus, called cover price. Although the cover price
indicated the set price of the book, when purchasing, the price of the book can be
discounted from five percent to as much as twenty percent depending on the
distributor and the contract made between the purchaser and the distributor, or on
special occasions such as the Book Fair.

Materials Published

Materials published in Thailand can be divided into various types, covering
various subjects.

1. Types of Materials Published

Materials published can be categorized as printed materials, nonprint or
nonbook materials, and electronic resources. Each type of material differs in
production and distribution, and is needed by different group of people. Moreover,
the distribution for the type of material differs.

1.1 Nonprint Materials and Electronic Resources

Nonbook material is simply another term used for nonprint material, which
includes maps, charts, sound recordings, motion pictures, and pictographic material.
Nonetheless, nonprint-material does not refer. to microforms because microforms are
books in unbooklike shapes. This is the reason why nonprint material is also referred
to as nonbook. (MoDelski, 1977) Another type of materials produced is the
electronic resources such as computer software, CD-ROMs, and online. Computer-
based storage and retrieval medium is based on laser-technology and a strong, highly
resistant disk. CD-ROM, compact disk, read only memory, is one of the most popular
types of electronic resources. (Jacso, 1997: 51)

Nonprint material and electronic resources need to be produced by specialized
producer with equipped machines and tools. Nonprint and electronic resources are
usually directly distributed to user due to copyright and quality-testing issues.
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1.2 Printed Materials

Printed material is a product from printing in any form. Printed material is
also defined by the Royal Printing Act of Thailand B.E. 2484 as books or paper sheets
on which printing impression is made including inter alias, music and song
composition, maps, diagrams, charts, drawings, paintings, announcements,
phonographs and the like. In the printing profession, printed material refers to printed
papers produced by printing machine and bound into a book form, such as books,
periodicals, journals, newspapers, pamphlets, and microforms. (Van Orden, 2001)
Thus, print media may be taken to mean printed material on which writing, lines, or
pictures are printed with an aid of printing machines, printing tools or printing
technology, to produce a large number of prints, which in turn, is designed to fill the
need to communicate, to educate, to entertain public mass not only of the same but
also of different traditions and customs. (Chaleo Manilerd, 1998: 194)

Printed material can be sub-divided into monograph and serial. The term
monograph means publications, which end within a single or multiple volume, unlike
serial, which is defined as a publication issued in successive parts, usually at regular
intervals, and as a rule, intended to be continued indefinitely. Hence, monographs are
traditionally called books, while serials are periodicals. (Western Connecticut State
University [online]) Printed materials are more common than nonprint and electronic
resources, resulting in more producers than that of the two.  Printed materials are
often distributed via jobbers or vendors.

Books can be further divided into general books, reference books, reports, rare
books, pamphlets, and single sheets such as leaflets, posters, signs, and brochures.
(ODLIS [online])

General books are publications that provide information on a broad range of
subjects, but treats no single subject in depth. For instance, “Stalking the elephant
kings : in search of Laos™ is a general book having the subject on history; and “The
big mango”, a novel, are examples of general books published in Thailand. The
purpose of publishing general books is usually for profit-making for the private sector
publishers.

Reference books are-materials designed to- be. consulted when authoritative
information is needed, rather than read cover-to-cover. Reference books are often
listed alphabetically under headwords or headings, or in some other arrangement.
Long reference works may be-issued in. multi-volume sets, with-any-indexes in the last
volume. Reference books are shelved separately from other collections and are not
circulated so they will always be available when needed. Reference books are divided
into directory, dictionary, encyclopedia, bibliography, index and abstract, manual or
handbook, almanac or yearbook, biographical source, and geographical source.
“Encyclopedia of ethic groups in Thailand = Thai Song Dam” is an example of a
reference book that is an encyclopedia.

Reports are separately published record of research or technical findings,
official record of activities of a committee or corporate entity, proceedings of a
government body, or an investigation by an agency. Such publications, whether
published or private, are usually submitted to a higher authority. Reports often bare a
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report number assigned by the funding agency. In a more general sense, reports are
formal account of facts or information related to a specific event or phenomenon.
Reports can be divided into thesis, research, conference report, and annual report.

Rare books are books that are difficult to find, printed in limited edition, or
published for special occasion. Hence, rare books are considered valuable books.
Rare books seldom appear on the market and are consequently wanted. Most rare
books are kept as special collections in a secure location to which access is restricted
or in archival library. The earlier edition of “Sam Kok”, published by Dr. Daniel
Beach Bradley’s Press can be considered as a rare book collection.

Finally, pamphlets are nonserial publication consisting of at least five but no
more than 48 pages, stapled or sewn but not bound, and usually enclosed in a paper
cover. Pamphlets were first introduced in England to disseminate the controversial
writings of the 16™ century reformers, but are now mainly used for material too brief
(500 to 1,000 words) to be printed in book form.

2. Subjects Published

In general, Thailand publishes books covering a wide range of subjects.
However, the quantity of each subject may differ, some in large scale and some in
small scale. As surveyed from the Chulalongkorn University Bookstore (Online) and
Thammasat University Bookstore (Online), subjects published include library and
information science, bibliography, philosophy, philosophical psychology, religion,
theology, history, and social sciences. Moreover, the book markets of Thailand
include translation works of both fiction and non-fiction with the subject of social
problems and services, political science, economics, or even customs and folklore.
Biographies of notorious Thai writers and artists, award-winning children’s books,
and geography and travel books were published as well. Books that serve educational
purpose such as language, linguistics, literature, mathematics, physics, chemistry,
geology, ecology, engineering, agriculture and related technology, forestry, home
economics, accounting, marketing, arts, architecture,  music, recreational and
performing arts, and ancient history can also be found published in Thailand.

Distribution of Thai Books

Distribution channels are the-ways in which books can be acquired, either by
purchase, gift, or.exchange.

1. Purchase

The purchase of materials can be done basically in any sources where
materials are for sale. This includes bookstores, academic book centers, faculties
within universities, associations, foundations, governmental agencies, international
organizations, or even museums. Book Fair is another channel where a variety of
book can be purchased all in one place. The subjects and types of materials purchased
varies according to the purchaser’s objectives.
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Book distribution in Thailand can be done via many channels both directly and
indirectly.  Direct ordering is done through direct contact with publishers or
producers. Indirect ordering is done through the chief distributors of materials such as
wholesalers, distributors, jobbers, publishers, producers, subscription agencies,
dealers, remainders, vendors, or local sources such as bookstores, or subscribing
through online services. Other sources include retail outlets such as new bookstores,
used bookstores, music shops, map shops, or museums for slides and art reproduction.
(Van Orden, 2001) Traditional channels of distribution are through vendors,
wholesalers, retailers, book suppliers, and university book centers are common
whereas the newer channel is the online services.

Books can be purchased by setting up approval plan or standing order with the
distributor. Approval plans, a form of standing order, are agreement in which the
jobber sends item with the invoice and the library examines new titles at the usual
discount rate with full return privileges. Standing order is an agreement in which the
vendor automatically sends the invoice with the material, without the return privilege.
Standing order can be placed with vendors or producers for annuals and biennials that
appear on an irregular basis. It saves order time and is advantageous if all items are
wanted. However, the situation is unpredictable in terms of the number that will be
received and their cost.

A blanket order is also common in the material acquisition of libraries. A
blanket order is a combination of a firm order and an approval plan where the library
makes a commitment to buy all of something such as all the award-winning children’s
book or all the titles published by the Siam Society. The invoice is automatically
shipped with the item.

In the purchase of books, as there are many channels, it is necessary to know
the sources of the book and their nature.

1.1 Booksellers

Phyllis J. Van Orden and Kay Bishop (2001) explained that wholesalers,
distributors, and jobbers are intermediaries between publishers or producers and the
buyer. Jobber and wholesaler basically perform the same task. Wholesalers buy
materials from publishers and producers and sell them to bookstores and libraries.
Distributors may refer to a wholesaler but more frequently means a vendor of
magazines, paperbacks, or audiovisual materials. = Jobbers and distributors may
provide newsletters, product hotlines, and Websites. Remainders handle materials at
a discount price for items that are usually unavailable from other sources. They
handle titles the original publisher is no longer keeping in stock.- With jobbers and
wholesalers, libraries receive better discounts than from publishers or producers and
pre-selection plans, in other words approval plans, are allowed. However, dealing
with jobbers usually takes one month to fill most orders whereas publishers can
deliver materials in less than two weeks.

According to Peter Clayton and G.E. Gorman (2001), publishers, having a full
range of their own in-print stock, usually deal with larger orders from bookshops and
library suppliers rather than with small orders from individual libraries, hence, usually
charge full price. Publishers can distribute directly to libraries or readers or even play
the role of retailers themselves. Bigger publishers handle their own distribution to
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bookshops, while bulk shipments were delivered to the provinces via express truck or
bus. Publishers, such as Dokya, can publish and sell at their own bookstores although
they also distribute to other wholesalers and retailers. Purchasing from publishers
may be quicker than with other sources especially when some publishers specialize in
mail order sales or catalogs.

Due to the complexity of product and delivery, some publishers choose to
distribute books to wholesalers who then service their retailers in turn. Wholesalers
form an important link in the book distribution chain as they keep ready stocks of
books and can quickly secure stocks for retailers and booksellers. However,
wholesalers do not strictly operate as wholesale alone. Practically, they are also
engaged in retail selling.

Bookstores such as Dokya, Se-Education, and Nai-In, book departments in
department stores, such as B2S, as well as book stands are retail outlets for book
publishers. Most of the books sold in retail outlets are published by trade publishers
and marketed through sales or catalog and brochure mailings. Bookstores order
books from wholesalers or may purchase book direct from the publishers.

Besides, there are bookstores or dealers that provide used, old or retrospective
books as well as rare books, such as cremation volumes or books published by Dr.
Bradley’s Press. These are known as rare book sellers who collect old books and sell
them in higher prices than normally sold. The common rare book market in Thailand
is Jatuchak, which house many rare book stores such as Suchit. However, some rare
book stores such as Mae Jinda also offer new published books.

1.2 Academic Institutions

Academic institution is another channel for book distribution. Institutional
publishing houses publish books and distribute them through institutional book
centers. Not only does it serve as a distribution channel for its institution, it also
serves as distribution channel for outside publishers and libraries. As professors and
students place orders to the book centers, the book center then forward the order to the
publishers or the retailers. Chulalongkorn Book Center and Thammasat Book Center,
for instance, are within this group and are opened for purchase by outsiders as well.
Outside publishers can approach book centers directly and offer books on approval
basis.

1.3 Book Fairs

Book fair is another channel in-which books can be purchased. Book fair
usually occurs twice a year in Thailand and is the occasion in which buyer can buy a
variety of books both new and old all in one place. Various publishers join the fair,
offering special prices to their books for as much as up to eighty percent in discount,
while usually only ten percent discount is offered by bookstores. Hence, book
purchaser prefer to buy books during book fairs because a wide variety of types and
subjects are offered with low prices. From a survey of the 2" Bangkok International
Book Fair 2004, which was held at the Queen Sirikit National Convention Center
from March 26th to April 6™,2004, it was found that a totalof 323 publishers joined
the fair,of which 10 were of the government sector, and 313 were private publishers.
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1.4 Online Booksellers

Online booksellers, such as Amazon.com, Asia Books, or Chulalongkorn
Book Center, cater directly to readers or consumers by selling books online through
websites. Consumers are able to order books online, pay by credit, and receive
publications within days, either with or without mailing fee. The databases of online
booksellers often provide a range of value-added information, such as published
reviews and even reviews contributed by customers. They can be kept very up to date
and ordering is certainly easy. Nonetheless, shipping charges can be high, especially
if ordering from overseas and if material is required urgently. Many such businesses
are truly virtual bookshops and will not necessarily have the materials sought in stock.
(Clayton and Gorman, 2001)

2. Gift

Apart from purchasing, materials that are not for sale, such as dissertation or
annual reports, can be acquired as gift. Materials acquired as gift are materials that
are received free of charge from various organizations, which are given for several
reasons. One of the reasons may be to disseminate information of the organization to
other organizations in order to provide useful knowledge to the public, introduce new
product, or advertise the organization. Other reason may be that the owner of the
books no longer need or use them, therefore, donating them to be of use to others.
The sources of donation may be personal, which are personal collections, or
organizational, which are academic or research institutions, libraries, professional
associations, foundations, financial institutions, or international organizations. Most
libraries received donations from governmental agencies on the subjects of science
and technology, and were in Thai language more than foreign. (Chantana
Lorvidhaya, 1996)

Printed materials of all sorts, such as reports, magazines, newspapers, general
books, pamphlets, brochures, or audio-visual materials are given as gifts. The
subjects of material given as gift vary widely depending on the objectives of the
donator or of the receiver. Moreover, written acknowledgment should be given to the
donator of the book to notify the donator of the materials receipt and to show
gratitude.

3. Exchange

Another way of acquiring materials is through exchange, mostly for the
materials that are not available for purchase. ‘The exchange of materials means that
two organizations donate materials ‘to each other with stated agreement. The
objectives for exchanging materials may be to strengthen the relationship between
two organizations, or to make duplicate copies useful elsewhere. Hence, materials
given as exchange are usually duplicate copies or materials published by the
organizations themselves. However, sometimes materials are especially purchased
for the purpose of exchange with other organizations. Materials exchanged can
include book in series, magazines, or government publications, which are received
from academic or research institutions, associations, governmental agencies, or
libraries. Most of the publications received as exchange were from libraries and
universities on the subject of bibliography, library science, science, and medicine,
which were published both in Thai and English. (Srisupa Saisum, 1994)
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Whatever materials and subjects are received, the subjects should be useful to
the receiver. The exchange policy depends on whether the materials will be
exchanged piece-for-piece, title-for-title, value-for-value, lot-for-lot, or page-for-page.

Acquisition of Books by the Library of Congress

Being the largest library in the world, the Library of Congress was founded in
1800. Since its founding, the Library houses over a hundred million items in its
collection. Due to its policy of collecting materials without regard to format,
language, or subject, its collection includes books, periodicals, manuscripts,
phonograph records, motion pictures, maps, music, prints, photographs, recorded
sound, Braille volumes, microfilm, papyri, magnetic tape, and other form of preserved
thought in all subjects.

The acquisitions of the Library of Congress was greatly affected during the
time of war and global engagements of the postwar government. As to keep updated
and alert, the range of materials required by the Congress and other branches of the
governments has increased, thus, forcing the responsibilities of the Library to change
into a far more comprehensive acquisitions program. It could not, therefore, any
longer restrict its current acquisitions either in terms of regions of the earth or in terms
of subject. (Goodrum, 1974)

1. Mission of the Library of Congress

Since the librarianship of Ainsworth Rand Spofford, the Librarian of Congress
in 1864, it had been recognized that the responsibility of the Library is to provide the
materials required by the Congress, the officers of the Government generally, as well
as the public. Thus, it is the library’s mission to make its resources available and
useful to the Congress and the American people, and to sustain and preserve a
universal collection of knowledge and creativity for future generations. In order to
accomplish its mission, the Library of Congress has to acquire all books and
periodicals published anywhere in the world, which embody the product of
scholarship and research, or which usefully represent the condition, the state of mind,
or embody the laws of any people, or which constitute work of significant literary or
esthetic merit. (Library of Congress, 1949: 101)

2. Previous Acquisition Plans

During the 1940s and 1950s, with the global collection of publications, the
acquisition of materials for the Library of Congress from every portion of the globe is
fulfilled with the cooperation of the Department of State, other Federal agencies, the
Armed Forces, and governments allied with the United States due to the limitation in
international communications. With all the governmental assistance, still, the Library
worked in cooperation with the Interdepartmental Committee for the Acquisition of
Foreign Publications, which procured material specifically requested by the Library.
Moreover, the Office of War Information outposts and libraries of information located
in foreign countries have rendered service to the Library in securing materials and in
acquainting foreign institutions and agencies with the Library’s exchange program.
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Publications were, hence, also acquired through the international governmental
exchange program. (Library of Congress, 1945)

From the former acquisition focusing on European, British, and Latin
American materials, in 1948, the State Department had successfully arranged
exchange agreements with the foreign governments of Siam, Ecuador, Sweden,
Norway, Burma, and Philippines for the Library of Congress. In the acquisition
operations, the Library had to adjust its procedures to changes that occurred around
the world, such as paper shortages, currency controls, political disturbances, or
multiplication of publication sources without bibliographical aids. In countries where
current trade lists are not available, the Library relied on blanket orders, delegation of
selection to foreign universities and libraries, the officers of the State Department, and
the dealers or other agents. Visits by members of the Library’s staff were also needed
to add to the effectiveness of acquisitions arrangements in many countries. (Library
of Congress, 1948 : 78)

The Library had arrangements with dealers abroad where it arranged to receive
current national bibliography by air-mail to mark its selections and return the lists to
the dealers. Though the Library was enabled to make its own selections of current
publications in only a limited number of countries, it Is getting the materials it most
needs from the foreign book trade. Where the inadequacy of current bibliographical
information makes such routines impossible, the Library placed a blanket order with
the best available dealer or with a diplomatic or consular post of the Department of
State. In the end of 1949, it was believed that the Library was receiving material from
every area of the globe in which there is significant publication.

As the Library of Congress grows in interest in the publications outside the
United States, several acquisitions programs had played an essential role in obtaining
foreign materials from countries outside America. Three of the programs for
acquisition from abroad, the Farmington Plan, the Public Law 480 Program (PL 480),
and the National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging (NPAC), played a part in
the acquisitions of the Library of Congress.

2.1 Farmington Plan

The Farmington Plan was a voluntary co-operative plan aimed at ensuring the
availability of new foreign publications. ~Some sixty libraries accepted special
responsibility for collecting materials of research value and the Library of Congress
was included as one of them. (McNiff, 1975: 145)

According to Edwin E. Williams (1972: 362-367), the plan is sponsored by the
Association of Research Libraries (ARL). Participants, in addition to fifty university
libraries, include the Library of Congress, National Agriculture Library, and National
Library of Medicine, the New York Public Library, the Brooklyn, Denver, and Detroit
Public Libraries, and the American Philosophical Society, Linda Hall, and Newberry
Libraries.

The Plan was established in 1948 as a result of the outbreak of World War 11
when American scholars could no longer make overseas visits to acquire resources
unavailable in American collections. The Plan was intended to be world-wide in
scope and its objective is to make sure that at least one copy of each new foreign book
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and pamphlet be acquired by an American library, promptly listed in the National
Union Catalog at the Library of Congress, and made available to other libraries by
inter-library loan or photographic reproduction. (McNiff, 1975) This created a
research collection that is widely decentralized since each of the sixty participating
libraries houses different segments of the whole.

The publications of western European nations and of Australia, New Zealand,
and South Africa, materials are allocated on the basis of a single list of subject
responsibilities. A dealer, or the Farmington Plan Agent, for each country seeks to
obtain a copy of each new book published in that country that falls within the scope of
the plan, determines the subject of the book, and sends it to the library responsible for
that subject. For the rest of the world, a single library is responsible to cover new
publications of that country, making its own arrangements for acquisition, and
assuring the books’ availability to other libraries on their usual terms for loan or
photographic reproduction. A library is expected to try to acquire everything “that
might reasonably be expected to interest a research worker” in the United States.

Under the Vosper-Talmadge survey (1959), studies were made to determine
the effectiveness of the Farmington Plan. Collections received through the Plan have
been studied, and the survey indicated that, of a random sample of Farmington Plan
receipts, 38.5% were held only by the library to which they had come under the plan,
with an additional 14.5% held only by that library and the Library of Congress. Two
thirds of the items would probably not have been acquired if the plan were not in
existence. Moreover, more than half of these, 12.5% of all receipts, were appraised as
desirable items; 9% of all receipts, however, were regarded as of questionable value.
It was evident that coverage had not been uniform and that more systematic
monitoring of receipts would be desirable.

2.2 Public Law 480 Program

William S. Dix (1975: 159-168) stated in his article that Public Law 480 is the
Agricultural Trade Development and Assistance Act passed by the Congress of the
United States in 1954. Under this legislation, excess of agricultural products of the
United States were sold abroad and the payment was made in various local currencies.

The Library of Congress, during that time, was authorized to use declared
surplus to acquire books, periodicals, and other materials from various countries and
to distribute them to libraries and research centers in the United States. Plainly
spoken, it means the Library of Congress received publications-in return for its
agricultural products sent abroad. After several years of funding the plan, the Library
of Congress finally brought the plan‘into operation in 1962, setting up outposts in
India, Pakistan, and United Arab Republic. The Program covered the publications of
only eight countries: Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Israel, Nepal, Pakistan, the United
Arab Republic, and Yugoslavia. Since then, there have been births and deaths among
the programs. (Williams, 1972)

After some years, the PL 480 program was expanded to provide selected
English language publications to a larger group of libraries. More than three hundred
U.S. libraries are receiving about fifty serial titles from India and from Pakistan, plus
selected monographic publications. More than two hundred newspapers and official
gazettes from India and from the nearby countries of Pakistan, Nepal, Sri Lanka,
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Bangladesh and Indonesia are being microfilmed in India. Microfilm subscriptions
are available for purchase. When it is possible and desirable, as in Egypt and India,
materials are bound locally before being shipped.

To select and obtain books and journals, to prepare accession lists, and to
carry out the other local aspects of the program, a book procurement centre has been
established in each of the countries except Sri Lanka and Nepal, which are covered by
New Delhi. To make maximum use of local currencies and to reduce the hard-dollar
expenditures to a minimum, the centers are staffed largely by nationals of the various
countries, with a minimum of American supervision. Thus the office in India, the
largest, has three Americans and about one hundred local people.

From the PL 480 program, centralized cataloging, particularly for material in
fifteen or twenty relatively exotic languages, could be done by co-operatively funded
group of libraries receiving the same material at the same time. Moreover, valuable
bibliographic tools in an area where there are inadequate national bibliographies were
produced by regional offices staffed by nationals of that country.

The PL 480 made it clear that it is possible to set up an office in a Third World
country, staffed largely by nationals of that country, which can acquire and ship a
substantial proportion of the current publishing output of that country, or that region,
which is of scholarly interest.

2.3 National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging (NPAC)

While the PL 480 program started with the objective of purchasing books and
serials from various countries for selected American research libraries, William S.
Dix (1975: 163-169) stated that the National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging
(NPAC) began with quite different objectives. American librarians have been
concerned about cataloging the same books at about the same time at great expense,
when in theory, cataloging of books could be done once and for all.

In January 1964, the Association of Research Libraries members voted to
search for a solution to the cataloging problem. What followed was that the ARL
authorized appropriations to be transferred to the Librarian of Congress for the
purpose of acquiring all fibrary ‘materials currently published throughout the world
which are of value to"scholarship; and providing catalog. information for these
materials promptly after receipt.

Once funding was assured, the Library of Congress developed and put into
operation the National Program for Acquisitions and Cataloging. . Staff members of
the Library of Congress foresee the extension of the National Program for
Acquisitions and Cataloging “to every country in the world and its coverage
broadened to include all types of library materials as well as current trade books”.
The program had a revolutionary impact upon the processing operations of most of
the major libraries of the United States and enabled them to process many more books
without an increase in cost.

NPAC has made shared cataloging a reality. The cataloging is shared in two
ways. The first is in the utilization by a central agency, the Library of Congress, of as
much cataloging or bibliographic information as can be obtained from the country of
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origin in preparing the final catalog copy, and second, in the distribution of this
complete cataloging in card or machine-readable form to those libraries which need it.

NPAC has also demonstrated that large American university and research
libraries, are now getting on an average about 75 percent of their cataloging from LC,
as compared with about 50 percent before NPAC. They have revised their internal
procedures to take advantage of this shared, centralized cataloging and some libraries
are saving costs as a result. It has been estimated that the savings in cataloging costs
to the research library community as a result of NPAC may amount to as much as
forty-one million dollars a year.

As a result of NPAC, the Library of Congress had more than doubled its
annual rate of acquisition. A variety of techniques for achieving this objective
continues to evolve with considerable success. The project concentrated heavily on
Europe, for it is European books which are most heavily in demand by the scholars.
But in conjunction with PL 480 it has made progress in the Third World and could
make more if it were fully funded.

For a period of time, the three acquisition plan — Farmington Plan, PL 480,
and NPAC, had acquired numerous amount of books but due to the political and
social changes, the plans had ceased operation, giving way to other plans.

3. Present Acquisition

From this point, it is visible that the need for foreign publications is essential
to the government of the United States. Hence, finally, funded jointly by the U.S.
libraries, an extension of the cooperative acquisitions program had been made for
Southeast Asia to respond to the needs of publication acquisitions. The 1968
amendments to the Higher Education Act of 1965 authorized the Library of Congress
to pay for the administrative costs of acquiring library materials from Southeast Asia.
In other words, the Library can now staff foreign procurement offices in Southeast
Asia to select and obtain books and journals, and to carry out the other local aspects
of the program.

Under the African/Asian Acquisitions and Oversea Operations Divisions of
the Library of Congress, six overseas offices were set up in New Delhi, India; Cairo,
Egypt; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Jakarta, Indonesia; Nairobi, Kenya; and Islamabad,
Pakistan. These Overseas Offices were staffed by nationals of the countries with a
minimum of American supervision and their collective acquisitions effort covers more
than sixty countries all over the world.

The Library of Congress Jakarta Office was opened in 1963 and serves as the
regional center for the Southeast Asian region acquisition. Under the Jakarta Office,
pilot programs for material acquisition from Thailand, Malaysia, and the Philippines
have been initiated.
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Library of Congress Bangkok Office

The Library of Congress Bangkok Office is one of the several local contract
representatives in Southeast Asia, which was initiated in 1984 under the Jakarta
Office Program.  (William P. Tuchrello, interview) The details on the office
administration and work scope were discussed as follow.

1. Office Administration

The Bangkok Office is located in the ground of the American Embassy in
Bangkok and operates mainly as an acquisitions office. The Bangkok Office
functions with supervision from an American Field Director who oversees the
operation from Jakarta, Indonesia. However, the Field Director does frequently visit
the Bangkok Office.

2. Personnel and Work Scope

There are six full-time local staff working in the Library of Congress Bangkok
Office, consisting of one representative, one assistant, three librarians whose task is to
acquire as well as catalog publications, and one clerk. Though the representative and
the assistant are responsible for the selection and acquisitions of publications, the
remaining staff also take part in pre-selecting and acquiring publications.

2.1 Work Scope

The Bangkok Office acquires materials from Thailand as well as from
Cambodia and Laos due to their shared borders. It takes upon the responsibility of
acquiring publications from these countries, preparing preliminary bibliographic
catalogs for the publications acquired, and sending them abroad to the Library of
Congress in Washington D. C.

Because the collection of publications is from three different countries, the
selection and acquisitions task is divided among the staff according to the countries of
acquisitions. For books published in Thailand, all five staff take local and provincial
acquisition trips to select and acquire publications, consisting of monographs, serials,
and nonbook. As for publication selection and acquisitions from Cambodia and Laos,
the representative and one ‘Cambodian-Laos-speaking staff take responsibility for
monographs, serials, and nonbook.

The materials -acquired by the Bangkok Office .include printed materials,
nonprint materials, and electronic resources. Although emphasis is put on acquiring
materials over fifty pages, pamphlets, single sheets of significant research value,
together with bumper stickers, propaganda and election posters are also of interest.

The materials acquired in each of the three countries should only be about and
published in that particular country but without limiting the nationality and reputation
of the author nor the language of the material. Nonetheless, the Office avoids
acquiring duplication copies of any titles unless it is also specifically requested by
other American Universities. Generally, the Office acquires only one copy of each
title.  Moreover, the Office is authorized to pre-select publications for other
participating American Universities such as Cornell, Berkeley, or Hawaii.
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Acquisitions are done routinely and through direct demands from the Library
of Congress in Washington D. C. or the participating American libraries. Publications
are acquired from bookstores, governmental agencies, academic institutions,
international organizations, and associations or foundations. Each staff takes on a
section or two of the acquisition sources depending on his/her own expertise.

2.2 Tools for Acquiring Books

The subjects of acquisitions is controlled by the Library of Congress
Collections Policy Statements with the Thailand/Cambodia/Laos Subject Profile
serving as a more specific guideline in acquiring materials from these regions. The
Thailand Subject Profile list (see Appendix 1) is a variation of the Library of
Congress Classification Schedules specifically suiting the subjects that can be found
in the country of acquisitions and to be set as a standard for assigning a subject profile
to a publication. The 94 subjects in the Profile List were listed individually, which
means that they are not grouped under the main subject of the LC Classification
Schedules. Furthermore, each of the 94 subjects is given a code number for the staff
to use when assigning a subject to the publication. The Profile list will be revised
occasionally to assure that it’s up-to-date.

In general, the Bangkok Office collects materials nearly covering all the
subjects in Library of Congress Classification Schedules, including social sciences,
political sciences, history and auxiliary sciences of history, education, fine arts,
language and literature, philosophy, psychology, religion, geography, and technology
of the particular country of acquisitions. Basically, any subject about the country of
acquisitions is of interest to the Library of Congress.

Because the Office functions solely as an acquisitions office, materials
acquired are held for just a short period to make initial bibliographic cataloging.
Once acquired, materials are selected again, that is, checked against the office’s
databases, such as the ASKSAM and the Integrated Field Office System (IFOS)
databases, Library of Congress Online Catalog (LCOC), and Online Computer
Library Center (OCLC), for duplication. When positive that the publication acquired
is not already held by the Library of Congress, the initial bibliographic cataloging is
done in the IFOS database. The details of each database are as follow.

ASKSAM is a database used to input bibliographic data of publications, that,
unlike other traditional structured oriented database, allows user to build the database
without a pre-defined structure. Thus, enabling free form, unlimited records, and no
pre-defined fields or structure. The advantage of using this kind of database is that
users are not constrained by the limitation of each field as each field can be repeatable
with almost no limit. This kind of database is very flexible to store and manage
multi-form and undefined information or data. Theoretically, the limit of such
database is by the amount of storage that the system or server has. (Yadi Yasin,
interview) (see Appendix 2)

IFOS is a structured database that addresses the need for Library of Congress
Field Offices to process data from Receiving, Processing, and Cataloging to Shipping
departments. It was designed to provide the management and the staff with one tool to
control the flow of the materials (books, magazine, etc.). IFOS database was built
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based on MARC record structure, an internationally known standard for creating and
storing cataloging information (record). (Yadi Yasin, interview) (see Appendix 3)

IFOS is manipulated by the Office starting 1999 until the present day. In the
earlier days, however, a different database, ASKSAM, was used instead. Data
recorded in the initial bibliographic catalog includes the name of author, title, edition,
place of publication, publisher, year of publication, physical descriptions, subject,
language, price, and method of acquisitions.

LCOC is an online database containing records of information resources held
in the collection of the Library of Congress. Items can be searched using basic or
guided search by title, author, subject, call number, ISBN, or keywords. Items can
also be searched by combining search words or phrases with Boolean operators. The
result of the search is a bibliographical data of the item which can be viewed as full or
MARC record. (see Appendix 4)

OCLC is an enormous network database consisting of records from the United
States and United Kingdom MARC and records created by member libraries for
material not covered by the MARC files. A range of services is provided, including a
microcomputer-based serials control system, a circulation control system and an
online public access (OPAC) system. OCLC is a major source of catalogue data for
libraries throughout the world. It began as Ohio College Library Center, founded in
1967, but, in recognition of its much expanded membership outside Ohio, has since
1981 been known as Online Computer Library Center. (OCLC, 1997: 323) (see
Appendix 5)

2.3 Cataloging Task

The cataloging task in the Bangkok Office is divided according to the type and
language of publications; whether monographs, serials, or nonbook, and whether they
are acquired from Thailand, Cambodia, or Laos. The representative and one
Cambodian-Laos-speaking staff catalog serials from Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos,
as well as monographs from Cambodia and Laos, while the other three work mainly
on the monographs from Thailand alone.

After the initial bibliographic cataloging is done in Bangkok, books are sent to
the Cataloging Department of the Jakarta Office or the New Delhi Office, depending
on the language of the materials, where full bibliographic entry is prepared. At the
Cataloging Department, the book is then bound, if necessary, and labeled. Finally, the
materials are shipped to the Library of Congress in Washington D. C. and institutions
participating in the Cooperative Acquisitions Programs (CAP-SEA). Nonetheless,
books ‘selected for the Library of Congress in Bangkok may be rejected to other
university libraries by the Jakarta or New Delhi offices.

3. Acquisition Methods

Acquisition of materials by the Library of Congress Bangkok Office is done
within and outside the city of Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos. The means of
acquisitions in Thailand, Cambodia, and Laos are mainly via purchase, gift, or
exchange, with the details as follow. (Bichaya VVangphaen, interview)
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3.1 Purchase

For purchase, the Office sets up contract with vendors, and visits bookstores to
purchase materials, as well as contacts publishers and producers directly. (Sunantha
Muangnil, interview) From interviewing the staff of the Library of Congress, the
direct purchase of materials is made at governmental agencies, academic institutions,
international organizations, and associations and foundations. However, books are
mostly purchased from bookstores.

With vendors that the Office often acquires books from, such as Nibondh,
Asia Books, and Chulalongkorn University Book Center, a contract on the approval
plan basis is done so that the vendors deliver books to the Office for selection.
However, only after selection is the invoice issued. Purchasing is also done directly
from bookstores, rare book stores, governmental agencies, academic institutions,
publishing firms, international organizations, and associations or foundations.
Materials are selected on-the-spot in bookstores, from bibliographies, and even
through commercial online bookstore where new publications will be advertised.
New titles are also browsed from the magazines, newspapers, mailing lists from
bookstores, as well as from other media such as television and radio.

With the purchase in book shops, as many bookstores are visited as possible in
order to acquire new published books as completely as possible. The same is done for
acquisitions at governmental agencies, academic institutions, international
organizations, and associations or foundations. At least one place is visited daily to
acquire publications.

Payments are either done by cash in Thai currency if purchase is made from
bookstores or in credit or bank transfer from the Office in Jakarta, if the orders are
made through approval plans whereby the Office provides instructions regarding titles
to send based upon a profile. The Office was given 10% discount from consistent
vendors such as Chulalongkorn University Book Center and Asia Book with credit
terms average of 60 days. Materials over one hundred dollars worth of value should
receive an approval from the Field Director before the purchase can be done.

3.2 Gift and Exchange

Apart from purchasing, the Bangkok Office acquires via gift and exchange the
noncommercial publications including - governmental, academic, and scientific
research reports. For this to be done, exchange programs are set'up with the public
and private sectors, as'well as international organizations. Publications are exchanged
and exchange partners receive publications (mostly and usually monographs) based
on expressed subject interest. Although the exchange is generally on a piece-by-piece
basis but it is not strictly set so. However, if the exchange programs do not apply, the
Office will courteously ask for the publications from the organizations as gifts.

Publications as gifts are acquired from various donors when books are not for
sale. Occasionally, for governmental agencies, academic institutions, international
organizations, and associations or foundations, letters requesting for publications,
either as a gift or exchange, are issued. During the provincial acquisition trips, letters
are issued to the exchange partners, organizations, and donors expressing the Office’s
interests in the materials of the organizations before picking up the materials upon
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arriving at the provinces.  After publications were received, donors were
acknowledged. The materials will then be reviewed to ensure that the title is not
already held, and will finally be catalogued.

Books acquired by the Library of Congress Bangkok Office as viewed from
the yearly statistics, were acquired by means of purchase more than by gift and
exchange. (Nualpan Mungkasem, interview) This can be also be seen in Poonsuk
Sripirom’s (1973) research who studied the book acquisition of university libraries in
Thailand, and found that books are acquired mostly by means of purchase and the
least by means of exchange.

Related Literatures

There were ten related literatures sought for this research which were both
Thai and foreign literatures that will be divided into two main groups, which were 1.)
research related to the book acquisition of library and 2.) research related to the
analysis of books published in Thailand.

1. Related Thai Researches

There were nine related Thai researches found, of which two were on the book
acquisition of library and the remaining seven were on the analysis of books
published in Thailand.

1.1 Book Acquisition of Library

There were two related Thai researches found which were on the book
acquisition of library including the researches of Chirawan Chumintarachack (1989),
and Nantana Grotem (1991) as follow.

Chirawan Chumintarachack (1989) conducted a study to analyze books
acquired by the British Council in terms of subject distribution of items purchased
during 1984 to 1986, the acquisition budget spent on each subject area, and the
correlation between book-acquisitions and use. The result of the study showed that a
total of 4,167 items were acquired-in the stated years-and- the-items in the subject of
social sciences, and literature formed the highest proportion of the total acquisitions.
The largest amount of budget was spent on the fields of social sciences, literature, and
arts respectively.

Nantana Grotem (1991) studied the book acquisitions and use at the American
University Alumni (AUA) Library from 1985 to 1987. The objective was to know the
quantity, the subject classes, the Library’s special collection, and the relationship
between English book acquisition and their use. Research findings showed that a total
of 2,244 titles were acquired in the stated years with social science as the highest
subject acquired, followed by language, literature, and fiction. The least acquired was
on religion. The research also indicated that books on pure science were used most
frequently, 16 times per title, because books in this field were not acquired as much as
they were needed.
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1.2 Analysis of Book Published in Thailand

There were seven related Thai researches found which were researches related
to the analysis of books published in Thailand including the researches of Preeya
Thadadate (1987), Saowaros Plengsangsri (1988), Gittra Kalayanapong (1989),
Rungtiwa Saranyapipat (1993), Sununta Phatchanhom (1996), Nongluck
Chotevithayathanin (1998), and Boontarika Kingkaew (2002), which will be
discussed as follow.

Preeya Thadadate (1987) conducted a study on Buddhist books in Thai
published between B.E. 2520-2527 in terms of objectives, target reader groups, and
policies of 11 Buddhist book publishers, as well as to study the number, types and
contents of books published by them. The result revealed that most of Buddhist
books in Thai were general books, and published by Mahamakut Rajavidyalaya, a
foundation.

Saowaros Plengsangsri (1988) conducted an analysis of travel books on
Thailand published between 1978-1987 in terms of publishers, authors, contents,
writing styles, illustrations, and formats. It was revealed that most of the travel books
on Thailand were published by governmental departments while the authors of travel
books were mostly corporate bodies.

Gittra Kalayanapong (1989) conducted a study on 255 titles of science and
technology reference books published in Thailand during 1967- 1986 in terms of
types, authors, number of titles, and years of publication. The result of the study
indicated that there were more technology reference books than science reference
books. Moreover, governmental agencies were the organizations that publish most of
the reference books on science and technology. The research also showed that most
of the reference books on science and technology were published in Thai language
and compiled by governmental agencies, which were public corporate author, more
than personal authors.

Rungtiwa Saranyapipat (1993) conducted a study on the production of
information resources on fisheries in Thailand, their published materials and
distribution methods. In addition, the contents and types of materials published by
those sources, their objectives and their expected group of users were analyzed as
well. The result of the analysis showed that most fisheries information was produced
by governmental agencies and academic institutions. "Most information was in the
form of reports and were mostly distributed free of charge.

Sununta Phatchanhom  (1996) conducted a research on an analysis of Thai
merchant maritime publications in terms of publishers, types, contents and published
year and the sources of the information resources in terms of quantity, form, contents
of publications, and problems of the sources. The result of the research revealed that
most of the Thai merchant maritime publications were published by governmental
agencies. Moreover, most of the merchant maritime publications were reports while
the second most were general books. Finally, the majority of the merchant maritime
publications had year of publication.

Nongluck Chotevithayathanin (1998) conducted a research on an analysis of
international business publications published in Thailand from 1982 to 1996 in terms
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of publication sources, contents, languages, formats, and published year, and also to
investigate the international business publication sources in Thailand in terms of
publishing objectives, formats, dissemination methods, and target audiences. The
research result showed that most of the international business publications published
in Thailand were produced by governmental agencies and state enterprise. Thai was
the mostly utilized language in international business publications in Thailand. In
addition, most of the international business publications were general books.

Boontarika Kingkaew (2002) conducted a research on the analysis of
information resources produced by public university presses in terms of types,
subjects, publishers, years of publication, references, and indexing in order to benefit
university presses in producing information resources, the libraries in acquiring
information resources, and the publishers in publishing information resources. The
result of the research showed that the majority of information resources produced by
university presses were textbooks while the least were conference reports. The
highest amount of information resources produced were on social science and the
second highest were on science. The least amount was on music. No information
resources were produced on military science and naval science. The finding also
indicated that the majority of the information resources were published by personal
authors, which were professors within the university, and had references. The
majority of the information resources, however, had no index.

2. Related Foreign Researches

There was one related foreign research found which was on the book
acquisition of library.

Under the Vosper-Talmadge survey (1959), studies were made to determine
the effectiveness of the Farmington Plan. Collections received through the Plan have
been studied, and the survey indicated that, of a random sample of Farmington Plan
receipts, 38.5% were held only by the library to which they had come under the plan,
with an additional 14.5% held only by that library and the Library of Congress. Two
thirds of the items would probably not have been acquired if the plan were not in
existence. Moreover, more than half of these, 12.5% of all receipts, were appraised as
desirable items; 9% of all receipts, however, were regarded as of questionable value.
It was evident that coverage had not been uniform and that more systematic
monitoring of receipts would be desirable.

3. Summary of the Related Literatures

The result of the fifteen related researches on the book acquisition of library
and the analysis of books published in Thailand can be summarized as follow:

3.1 Summary of Book Acquisition of Library

The research result of the amount of book acquired by AUA Library (Nantana
Grotem, 1991) in three years (1985-1987) showed that the total amount of books
acquired were 2,244 titles while the amount of book acquired by the British Council
(Chirawan Chumintarachack, 1989) in three years (1984-1986) showed that the total
amount of books acquired were 4,167, in which the highest amount of books were on
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social science, followed by language and literature. Another subject acquired by the
AUA Library was fiction.

The research result of the effectiveness of the Farmington Plan (Vosper, 1959)
indicated that under the plan, books that were held by one library and the Library of
Congress were the smaller portion of the total books acquired from the Plan, whereas
38.5% were held only by the library to which they had come under the plan; and that
12.5 % of all receipts, were appraised as desirable items, while 9% of all the receipts
were regarded as of questionable value.

3.2 Summary of Analysis of Book Published in Thailand

The summary of analysis of book published in Thailand will summarize the
related literatures in terms of type, subject, author, and publisher, year of publication,
and methods of acquisition as follow.

3.2.1 Types of Books

The research result of two researches on Buddhism in Thai (Preeya Thadadate,
1987) and book on international business (Nongluck Chotevithayathanin, 1998)
showed that most of the books were general books.

The research result of the study on science and technology reference books
(Gittra Kalayanapong, 1989) showed that there were more technology reference
books than science reference books, most of the reference books on science and
technology were published in Thai language.

The result of two researches on fisheries (Rungtiwa Saranyapipat, 1993) and
merchant maritime (Sununta Phatchanhom, 1996) showed that most of the books on
fisheries and merchant maritime were reports.

3.2.2 Authors

The research result of the study on most travel books on Thailand (Saowaros
Plengsangsri, 1988) and science and technology reference books (Gittra
Kalayanapong, 1989) showed that most of these books were compiled by corporate
author.

3.2.3 Publishers

The research result of specific subjects showed that most of the travel books
on Thailand (Saowaros Plengsangsri, 1988), science and technology reference books
(Gittra Kalayanapong, 1989), book on fisheries (Rungtiwa Saranyapipat, 1993),
merchant maritime (Sununta Phatchanhom, 1996), and international business
(Nongluck Chotevithayathanin, 1998) were published by governmental agencies.
Most of the books on Buddhism in Thai (Preeya Thadadate, 1987) were published by
foundation.

The research result of books produced by public university presses
(Boontarika Kingkaew, 2002) showed that the majority of books were textbooks
while least of the information resources produced by university presses were
conference reports. The highest amount of information resources produced were on
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social science and the second highest were on science. The finding also indicated that
the majority of the information resources were published by personal authors, had
references, but have no index. No information resources were produced on military
science and naval science.

3.2.4 Year of Publication

The result of the merchant maritime publications (Sununta Phatchanhom,
1996) showed that the majority of these books had year of publication.

3.2.5 Methods of Acquisition

The research result of books on fisheries in Thailand (Rungtiwa Saranyapipat,
1993) showed that most information was distributed free of charge.



CHAPTER Il
METHODOLOGY

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress
Bangkok Office from 1998 to 2000 in terms of the type, subject, author, publisher,
year of publication, language, reference and index, price, and methods of acquisitions
has the following methodology:

1. Population

2. Research tool

3. Research tool testing
4. Data collection

5. Data analysis

6. Presentation of analysis result

Population

In this research, the books to be analyzed were books acquired by and for the
Library of Congress which were inputted into the Library of Congress Bangkok
Office’s ASKSAM and IFOS databases from the year 1998 to 2000, resulting in 2,250
titles. The books must have subjects about Thailand, must be published and/or
printed in Thailand, and can be in any language and written by authors of any
nationality.

Research Tool

The tool used in this research was the book data collecting form (see
Appendix 6) which was designed to record acquisition year, the type, subject, author,
publisher, year of publication, language, reference and index, price, and methods of
acquisitions of the books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress Bangkok
Office from 1998 to 2000.

The data collecting form was divided into three parts as follow:

Part 1: Bibliographical details of the book which include name of author, title,
edition, place of publication, publisher, and year of publication as well as acquisition
year.

Part 2: The type, subject, author, publisher, language, reference and index of the
book.
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Part 3: The price and methods of acquisitions of the book.

The details of the data collecting form included data on the type, subject,
author, publisher, year of publication, acquisition year, language, reference and index,
price, and methods of acquisitions as follow:

1. Type of books was divided into 5 main types, including general books,
reference books, reports, rare books, and pamphlets. Only two types, which
were reference books and reports, were further divided into categories as
follow:

1.1 General books

1.2 Reference books were divided into 9 categories, including
directory, dictionary, encyclopedia, bibliography, index/abstract,
manual/handbook, almanac/yearbook, biographical source, and
geographical source.

1.3 Reports were divided into 4 categories, including thesis, research,
conference report, and annual report.

1.4 Rare books
1.5 Pamphlets

2. Subject: Due to the wide scope of the publications to be analyzed, the
classification of the subjects was based on the integration of the the Library of
Congress Bangkok Office’s Thailand Subject Profile List, which was the
scope for books on Thailand, and the Library of Congress Classification
Schedules, which served as the basis for classification.

From the 94 subjects in the Profile List, 72 subjects were selected and
grouped as minor subjects under the 18 main subjects of the LC Classification
System. Apart from the 72 minor subjects chosen, if other subjects were
found in the book; they will be put into one of the 72 minor subjects that is
closest.in scope. - For instance, if the books have subjects on business, it will
be considered as having the subject of economy, or if books have subjects on
traditional massage, it will be considered as having the subject of traditional
systems of treatment . The result of the subject integration was as follow:

& Philosophy / Psychology / Religion:
« Philosophy

4

Psychology

« Buddhism

A

Christianity

Hinduism / Judaism / Islam / others

‘.



@ Auxiliary Sciences of History:

= Archaeology

= Genealogy

« Biography

@ History:

-

+

History

Historical chronicles
Pre-Ayutthaya period
Ayutthaya period
Chakri period

Local history

Family history

Museums / museum science

@ Geography:

-

-

Geography

Anthropology

Folklore / folk literature
Tradition / customs
Recreation

Ethnology

Surveys of natural resources

Ecology

@ social Sciences:

-

L

-

Social science
Economics

Sociology
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= Description of social conditions
- Demography / population
- Communications / mass media / the press
= Census publications
@political Science:
-« Political science
« International law
« Political conditions
- Political parties
@ Law/Civil Rights:
= Law
« Compilations of laws
« Codes
« Commentaries on laws and codes
« Constitutions
- Court decisions
@ Education:
« Education
= History of education
« Pedagogy / teaching
@ Music:
+« Music
« Performing arts
@Fine Arts:
= Fine arts

= Architecture
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- Exhibition catalogs

= Visual arts / handicrafts
@ Language / Literature:

«  Language / literature

« Linguistics

« Children’s books

« Literary classics

« Literary criticism
@science:

« Science

« Geology / mineralogy
@ Medicine:

« Medicine

« Public health

«Clinical medicine

- Traditional systems of treatment
@Agriculture / Conservation:

+ Agriculture

== Gardening / horticulture

+« Forestry / silviculture

- Marine fisheries

+« Socioeconomic aspects of agriculture

« Water resources / irrigation
@ Technology:
« Technology

«  Cookery
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@ Military Science:
@ Naval Science:
@ Library Science:

3. Author was divided into personal author and corporate author. Each group
was further divided as follow:

3.1 Personal author was further divided into 3 categories, including
Thai, foreign, or both Thai and foreign authors.

3.2 Corporate author was further divided into 2 categories, including
public and private corporate authors.

3.3 If the author was not found, “no author” was selected.

4. Publishers were divided into 5 groups, including governmental agencies,
academic institutions, private publishing firms, international organizations,
and associations/foundations. If the publisher was not found, “no publisher”
was selected.

5. Years of publication were considered from the most recent year stated in
the book. A blank space was given on the form to allow the researcher to fill
in the year of publication. If not found, “no year of publication” was chosen.

6. Acquisition year was determined from the database of the Library of
Congress Bangkok Office which were within the 3 years of 1998, 1999, and
2000.

7. Language of book was determined as either written in Thai, English, or
other language. If “other language” was chosen, the language was also stated
in a blank space given on the form.

8. Reference in this research included both references and bibliographies
while index included author index, geographic index, name index, subject
index, and title index.  Each book-will be recorded as having or not having
reference and index.

9. Price of a book was recorded as having price and no price. If the price was
found, the amount was stated a blank space given on the form.

10. Methods of acquisitions were determined from the database of the Library
of Congress Bangkok Office which were divided into 3 methods, including
purchase, gift, and exchange.



40

Research Tool Testing

The data collecting form was then tested by randomly selecting 10 titles from
each year of acquisitions (1998 to 2000), totaling 30 samplings. The data from 30
randomly selected publications were filled into the data collecting forms, hence,
revealing necessary changes and additions in three aspects, which were subject,
author, and price, as follow:

1. Subjects: More minor subjects were added to 9 out of 18 subjects to make
the subject analysis more specific as follow:

1.1 For the subject of History, 6 minor subjects, which were historical
chronicles, pre-Ayutthaya period, Ayutthaya period, Chakri period,
local history, and family history, were added to the originally 2
minor subjects, which were history and museums/museum science,
resulting in 8 minor subjects for History.

1.2 For the subject Geography, 2 minor subjects, which were
ethnology and surveys of natural resources, were added to the
originally 5 minor subjects, which were anthropology, folklore/folk
literature, tradition/customs, recreation, and ecology, resulting in 7
minor subjects for Geography.

1.3 For the subject Social Science, 3 minor subjects, which were
description of social conditions, demography/population, and census
publications, were added to the originally 4 minor subjects, which were
social science, economics, sociology, and communications/mass
media/the press, resulting in 7 minor subjects for Social Science.

1.4 For the subject Law/Civil Rights, 4 minor subjects, which were
compilations of laws, codes, commentaries on laws and codes, and
court decisions, were added to the originally 2 minor subjects, which
were law and constitutions, resulting in 6 minor subjects for Law and
Civil Rights.

1.5 For the subject Education, 2 minor subjects, which were history of
education and pedagogy/teaching, were added to the originally 1 minor
subject, which was“education, resulting in 3 minor subjects for
Education.

1.6 For the subject Music, 1 minor subject, which was performing arts,
was added to the originally 1 minor subject, which was music,
resulting in 2 minor subjects for Music.

1.7 For the subject Language/Literature, 2 minor subjects, which were
literary classics and literary criticism, were added to the originally 3
subjects, which were language/literature, linguistics, and children’s
books, resulting in 5 minor subjects for Language and Literature.
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1.8 For the subject Medicine, 1 minor subject, which was clinical
medicine, was added to the originally 3 minor subjects, which were
medicine, public health, and traditional systems of treatment, resulting
in 4 minor subjects for Medicine.

1.9 For the subject Agriculture/Conservation, 1 minor subject, which
was, socioeconomic aspects of agriculture, was added to the originally
5 minor subjects, which were agriculture, gardening/horticulture,
forestry/silviculture, marine fisheries, and water resources/irrigation,
resulting in 6 minor subjects for Agriculture/Conservation.

2. Author: The term “organization author” was changed to “corporate author”
to prevent confusion with the publishers and to make the term clearer.

3. Price: The analysis of price was changed from purchased price to cover
price of the publications in order to standardize the price structure. Thus, a
blank space was given on the form to allow the researcher to fill in the cover
price.

Data Collection

As the Library of Congress Bangkok Office retains no book in its office, the
data of books had to be retrieved from the ASKSAM and IFOS databases, online
catalog of university libraries in Thailand, OCLC, public university libraries in
Bangkok, special libraries, bookstores, private collections, organizations bearing the
book, and the publishers. Data collection for the research started out on June 1%, 2002
and ended on December 15", 2002, a total of six months. The detail of the data
collection is as follow:

1. In collecting the book data, the online catalog of university libraries (see
Appendix 7), MARC records from OCLC, ASKSAM and IFOS databases, and
the world wide web were manipulated to determine the type, subject, author,
publisher, year of publication as well as acquisition year, language, reference
and index, the price, and methods of acquisitions.

2. If the data collected were not complete from the above, public university
libraries 'in ‘Bangkok; special libraries, bookstores, private collections,
organizations bearing the books, and the publishers, were searched for the
actual books in order to collect the missing data as follow:

Public University Libraries in Bangkok:
1. Chulalongkorn University
2. Kasetsart University

3. King Mongkut’s University of Technology Thonburi
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Mahidol University
Thammasat University
Rajabhat Institute Dhonburi
Ramkhamhaeng University
Silpakorn University

Silpakorn University Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn Anthropology
Center

10. Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University

Special Libraries:

1.

2.

3.

The Bank of Thailand Library and Archives
Data Center of the Stock Exchange of Thailand

Cremation Book Library of Borvorn Niwet Temple

Bookstores:

1.

2.

3.

4.

Asia Books
Nibondh Books
SE-Education

Dokya

Organizations bearing the books:

1.

2.

General Information Department, Ministry of Foreign Affairs

UNESCO Principal Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific

Publishers:

1.
2.
3.
4.

Kled Thai
Ruam Duay Chuaykan
Ruan Panya

Kurusapha

3. In recording the book data in general, the data of book on type, subject,
author, publisher, year of publication as well as acquisition year, language,
reference and index, the price, and methods of acquisitions were collected
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from the the various fields of the online catalog of university libraries, MARC
records from OCLC, ASKSAM and IFOS databases, and the world wide web,
the cover, title page, title page verso, content page, preface, and the content
within the book itself.

4. The collection of data into the data collecting form was done as follow:
4.1 Types of Book

Data on the type of book was considered from the title of the
publication which appeared either on the title page or title page verso, or
in the title statement (245) field. All types of book were clear in
themselves except for pamphlets which were considered from page
number, which was less than 50 pages.

4.2 Subjects

Data on the main subject was considered from the call number, or the
title and the cataloging in publication (CIP) from the title page verso, and
from the content page. Only one main subject was given to each
publication considering that it took up the majority or more than half of
the book content.

As for the minor subject, one minor subject in accordance to the major
subject was given to each title, determining from the content page,
considering that it took up the majority or more than half of the book’s
content, and determining from comparing the title to the subject headings
in the subject access (6XX) fields of the OPAC and OCLC catalog.

4.3 Authors and Publishers

Data on the author of the book was considered as personal or corporate
authors. If the author was personal, it was considered whether the author
was Thai or foreign, or both. If the author was corporate, it was
considered whether the corporate author was public or private. In cases
where no authority was given, the preface page was scanned to determine
the authority, whether personal or corporate. If this failed, the book was
given “no author”.

Data collected about “the publisher 'was considered whether the
publisher was governmental agencies, academic institutions, private
publishing firms, international organizations, or associations/foundations.
If the publisher was not stated on the title page and title page verso, the
preface or introduction page was scanned. If this failed, the book was
given “no publisher”.

4.4 Years of Publication

Data on the most previous year of publication was considered from the
title page and title page verso, including CIP, the preface or introduction
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page. If the year was not stated on the mentioned areas, the book was
given “no year of publication”.

In recording the year of publication for books acquired in 1998 to
2000, it was found that there were books which the year of publication
was ahead of the distribution time. Thus, resulting in the year of
publication exceeding the acquisition year. For instance, titles acquired in
1998 had year of publication that was in 1999; titles acquired in 1999 had
year of publication that was in 2000; and titles acquired in 2000 had year
of publication that was in 2001.

4.5 Languages

Data on the language of the book was considered from the language
used in the book. If more than one language was used, the language that
took up more than half the book was considered the main language.
However, if the book was translated page by page and had two languages
equally, the language of origin, which was the language that appeared first
either on the title or within the book, was considered the main language.

4.6 Reference and Index

Data on reference and index were counted if there was any type of
reference, bibliography, and/or index within the book. The book was
determined as having or not having reference and index. This can also be
determined from the content page of the publication.

4.7 Prices

Data on price was taken from the cover price of the publication or
taken from the ASKSAM or IFOS databases, which indicated the cover
price, depending on whichever source had the data.. If none of the
mentioned contain the data, the researcher called the publisher to find out
the price or searched online bookstores, such as the Chulalongkorn
University Book Center, for the printed price. If all sources failed to give
the price, the publication was considered as “no price”.

4.8 Methods of Acquisition

Data on the methods of acquisition, which were by purchase, gift, and
exchange, was taken from the ASKSAM or IFOS databases, either of
which was available.
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Data Analysis

The data collected from the data collecting form were analyzed using the
formula P = f X 100 to find the percentage,
where: N

P = percentage
f = amount of data in each option

N = total amount of data

Presentation of Analysis Result

The result of the analysis was presented in tables and description as follow:

Part 1: The result of the analysis from the data collecting form was presented in
Chapter 1V in a descriptive style explaining the tables also given in Chapter IV. The
presentation was of the total amount of books acquired in 1998 to 2000, the type of
publication, subject, author, publisher, year of publication, language, reference and
index, price, and methods of acquisitions, as well as the result of crossing the data.
(tables 1-29)

Part 2. Data of the 2,250 titles of publications was presented in bibliographical
format, divided according to the main subjects. (see Appendix 10)

Finally, the conclusion, discussion, and recommendations of the study were
stated in Chapter V.



CHAPTER IV
PRESENTATION OF ANALYSIS RESULT

From the analysis of books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress
Bangkok Office from 1998 to 2000, data were analyzed from the data collecting form
and presented as tables and description as follow:

The total amount of books acquired in 1998 to 2000, the type, subject, author,
publisher, year of publication, language, reference and index, price, and methods of
acquisitions as well as the result of crossing data were presented in tables 1-29,
totalling 29 tables.

1. The total amount of books acquired in 1998 to 2000 (table 1)
2. The types of books (tables 2-4)

3. The subjects of books (tables 5-6)

4. The authors (tables 7-9)

5. The publishers (tables 10-12)

6. The years of publication (tables 13-15)

7. The languages (tables 16-18)

8. The reference and index (tables 19-22)

9. The prices (tables 23-26)

10. The methods of acquisitions (tables 27-29)

Data Analysis Result

The analysis on the total amount of books on Thailand acquired by the Library
of Congress Bangkok Office in 1998 to 2000, the type, subject, author, publisher, year
of publication, language, reference and index, price, and methods of acquisitions, as
well as the result of crossing data were presented in tables 1-30 as follow:
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1. Total amount of books acquired in 1998 to 2000

The total amount of books on Thailand acquired by the Library of Congress
Bangkok Office from 1998 to 2000 were 2,250 titles. The highest amount of books,
1,040 titles (46.22%), were acquired in 1998. The second highest amount of books,
630 titles (28.00%), were acquired in 2000, while the least, 580 titles (25.78%), were
acquired in 1999 as can be referred to in table 1.

Table 1 : Total Amount of Books Acquired

Years of Acquisitions Titles %
1998 1040 46.22
1999 580 25.78
2000 630 28.00
Total 2250 100.00
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2. Types

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in three tables on
types, including the types of books (table 2), types of reference books (table 3), and
types of reports (table 4).

2.1 Types of books

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC were divided into five categories
including general books, reference books, reports, rare books, and pamphlets.

The result of the analysis showed that the majority of books were general
books, consisting of 1,661 titles (73.82%). The second most were reports, consisting
of 466 titles (20.71%). The least acquired were pamphlets, consisting of 7 titles
(0.31%).

The majority of books acquired in all three years were general books,
consisting of 735 titles (70.67%) from 1998, 420 titles (72.41%) from 1999, and 506
titles (80.32%) from 2000.

The second most acquired in all three years were reports, consisting of 240
titles (23.08%) from 1998, 127 titles (21.90%) from 1999, and 99 titles (15.71%) from
2000.

Finally, the least acquired in 1998 were pamphlets, consisting of 6 titles
(0.58%). The least acquired in 1999 were reference books, consisting of 11 titles
(1.90%) and the least acquired in 2000 were rare books and pamphlets, consisting of
1 title (0.16%) each. These can be referred to in table 2.

Table 2: Types of Books

1998 1999 2000 Total
TYPES (n = 1040) (n = 580) (n = 630) (n = 2250)
amt % amt % amt % amt %
General Books 735 70.67 420 72.41 506 80.32 1661 73.82
Reference Books 52 5.00 11 1.90 23 3.65 86 3.82
Reports 240 23.08 127 21.90 99 15.71 466 20.71
Rare Books 7 0.67 22 3.79 1 0.16 30 1.33
Pamphlets 6 0.58 - - 1 0.16 7 0.31
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2.2. Types of reference books

The 86 reference books acquired by LC in table 2 were divided into nine
categories including directory, dictionary, encyclopedia, bibliography, index/abstract,
manual/handbook, almanac/yearbook, biographical source, and geographical source.

The result of the analysis showed that the highest amount of reference books
were manuals/handbooks, consisting of 25 titles (29.07%). The second highest were
directory, consisting of 16 titles (18.60%). The least was almanac/yearbook,
consisting of 1 title (1.16%).

The highest amount acquired in 1998 were manual/handbook, consisting of 17
titles (32.69%). The highest amount acquired in 1999 were directory, dictionary,
bibliography, index/abstract, and manual/handbook, consisting of 2 titles (18.18%)
each. The highest amount acquired in 2000 were manual/handbook, consisting of 6
titles (26.09%) in 2000.

The second highest acquired in 1998 were directory and dictionary, consisting
of 9 titles (17.31%) each. The second highest acquired in 2000 were directory,
consisting of 5 titles (21.74%).

The least acquired was 1 title each of three types of reference book, consisting
of index/abstract (1.92%) in 1998, encyclopedia (9.09%) in 1999, and
almanac/yearbook (4.35%) in 2000.

None of the biographical source and geographical source was acquired. These
as can be referred to in table 3.

Table 3: Types of Reference Books

1998 1999 2000 Total
REFERENCE BOOKS n =52) (n=11) (n = 23) (n = 86)

Amt % amt % amt % amt %
Directory 9 17.31 2 18:18 5 21.74 16 18.60
Dictionary 9 17.31 2 18.18 4 17.39 15 17.44
Encyclopedia 8 15.38 1 9.09 4 17.39 13 15.12
Bibliography 8 15.38 2 18.18 3 13.04 13 15.12
Index/Abstract 1 1.92 2 18.18 - - 3 3.49
Manual / Handbook 17 32.69 2 18.18 6 26.09 25 29.07
Almanac / Yearbook - - - - 1 4.35 1 1.16
Biographical Source - - - - - - - -
Geographical Source - - - - - - - -
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2.3. Types of reports

The 466 reports acquired by LC in table 2 were divided into four types,
including thesis, research, conference report, and annual report..

The result of the analysis showed that the majority of reports were researches,
consisting of 334 titles (71.67%). The second most were conference report,
consisting of 97 titles (20.82%), while the least were thesis, consisting of 11 titles
(2.36%).

The majority of reports acquired in all three years were researches, consisting
of 150 titles (62.50%) in 1998, 107 titles (84.25%) in 1999, and 77 titles (77.78%) in
2000.

The second most acquired in all three years were conference report, consisting
of 61 titles (25.42%) in 1998, and 18 titles each in 1999 (14.17%) and 2000 (18.18%).

The least acquired in 1998 and 1999 were thesis, consisting of 10 titles
(4.17%) and 1 title (0.79%) respectively. In 1999, apart from thesis, there was 1 title
(0.79%) of annual report acquired as well. The least acquired in 2000 were annual
report, consisting of 4 titles (4.04%). These can be referred to in table 4.

Table 4: Types of Reports

1998 1999 2000 Total
REPORTS (n = 240) (n =127) (n=99) (n = 466)
amt % amt % amt % amt %
Thesis 10 4.17 1 0.79 - - 11 2.36
Research 150 62.50 107 84.25 77 77.78 334 71.67
Conference Report 61 25.42 18 14.17 18 18.18 97 20.82
Annual Report 19 7.92 1 0.79 4 4.04 24 5.15
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3. Subjects

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in two tables on
subjects, including the subjects of books (table 5), and subjects and types (table 6).

3.1.  Subjects of books

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC were divided into eighteen
subjects, with each subject further sub-divided into minor subjects. The eighteen
subjects were 1) philosophy/psychology/religion, 2) auxiliary sciences of history, 3)
history, 4) geography, 5) social sciences, 6) political science, 7) law/civil rights, 8)
education, 9) music, 10) fine arts, 11) language/literature, 12) science, 13) medicine,
14) agriculture/conservation, 15) technology, 16) military science, 17) naval science,
and 18) library science.

When considering the major subjects, the result of the analysis showed that the
highest amount of books acquired were on social sciences, consisting of 608 titles
(27.02%). The second highest were on history, consisting of 273 titles (12.13%),
geography, consisting of 226 titles (10.04%), and language/literature, consisting of
209 titles (9.29%). The least were on naval science and military science, 2 titles
(0.09%) and 9 titles (0.40%) respectively.

When considering the minor subjects, the result of the analysis showed that
the highest amount of books acquired were both subjects of social science, which
were on economics, consisting of 230 titles (10.22%) and sociology, consisting of 200
titles (8.89%). The second highest acquired were on language/literature, Buddhism,
and description of social conditions, consisting of 147 titles (6.53%), 99 titles
(4.40%), and 97 titles (4.31%) respectively. The least were on three subjects, which
were psychology, anthropology, and international law, consisting of 1 title (0.04%)
each.

The highest amount of books acquired under philosophy/psychology/religion
were Buddhism, consisting of 99 titles (4.40%); under auxiliary sciences of history
were biography, consisting of 64 titles (2.84%); under history were history, consisting
of 91 titles (4.04%); under geography were tradition/customs, consisting of 75 titles
(3.33%); under social sciences were economics, consisting of 230 titles (10.22%);
under political science were political science, consisting of 95 titles (4.22%); under
law/civil rights were law, consisting of 71 titles (3.16%); under education were
education, consisting of 59 titles (2.62%); under music were music, consisting of 24
titles (1.07%); under fine arts were fine arts, consisting of 76 titles (3.38%); under
language/literature were language/literature, consisting of 147 titles (6.53%); under
science were science, consisting of 34 titles (1.51%); under medicine were public
health, consisting of 52 titles (2.31%); under agriculture/conservation were
agriculture, consisting of 24 titles (1.07%); and finally, under technology were
technology, consisting of 19 titles (0.84%).

The highest amount of the major subject acquired in all three years were on
social sciences, consisting of 289 titles (27.79%) in 1998, 175 titles (30.17%) in 1999,
and 144 titles (22.86%) in 2000. The second highest acquired in all three years were
on history, consisting of 131 titles (12.60%) in 1998, 60 titles (10.34%) in 1999, and
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82 titles (13.02%) in 2000. The least amount acquired in 1999 and 2000 were on
military science, consisting of 1 title (0.17%) in 1999, and 2 titles (0.32%) in 2000.
The least acquired in 1998 were on naval science, consisting of 2 titles (0.19%).

The highest amount of minor subjects acquired in 1998 were economics,
consisting of 153 titles (14.71%). The highest amount acquired in 1999 and 2000
were sociology, consisting of 68 titles (11.72%) in 1999 and 58 titles (9.21%) in
2000. The second highest acquired in 1998 and 2000 were language/literature,
consisting of 80 titles (7.69%) in 1998 and 44 titles (6.98%) in 2000. The second
highest acquired in 1999 were economics, consisting of 49 titles (8.45%).

The least acquired for all three years was 1 title per subject, 0.10% in 1998,
0.17% in 1999, and 0.16% in 2000. Two subjects that were acquired the least in all
three years were pre-Ayutthaya period and socio-economic aspects of agriculture.
Four subjects that were acquired the least in two out of three years were Ayutthaya
period and census publications, acquired in 1998 and 1999; and
Hinduism/Judaism/Islam/other and history of education, acquired in 1999 and 2000.

Apart from the least acquired subjects mentioned, other least acquired
subjects, consisting of 1 title each, in 1998 (0.10%) were philosophy, christianity,
anthropology, and political parties. Other least acquired subjects in 1999 (0.17%)
were psychology, genealogy, surveys of natural resources, international law,
compilations of laws, pedagogy/teaching, fine arts, and military science. Other least
acquired subjects in 2000 (0.16%) were ecology, exhibition catalogs,
geology/mineralogy, and gardening/horticulture.

For the amount of books acquired by LC on sociology, 200 titles (8.89%),
language/literature, 147 titles (6.53%), and history, 91 titles (4.04%), although were
not the majority that LC acquired, but these three subjects were acquired by LC
respectively. These canbe referred to in table 5.
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Table 5: Minor Subjects of Books
MINOR SUBJECTS (n 1919(2)340) (n1=9 2980) (n2=0 %(;0) (: ngAslﬁ)
amt % amt % amt % amt %
Philosaphy/Psychology/ 49 471 |40 6.90 |30 476|119 |5.29
Religion
Philosophy @) | (0.10) @ (@2 ©) ¢) (8) | (0.36)
Psychology ) Q) ® | (017) ) ) 1| (0.04)
Buddhism (44) | (4.23) 29) | (5.00) (26) | (4.13) (99) | (4.40)
Christianity @) | (0.10) @) | (0.34) (3) | (0.48) 6) | (0.27)
Hinduism/Judaism/ c')i'haer?rg (3)| (0.29) | (017) @ | (016) G)| (022
Auxiliary Sciences of History | 36 3.46 24 4.14 20 3.17 80 3.56
Archaeology (4)| (0.38) (4)| (0.69) )| (0.79) (13) | (0.58)
Genealogy (2) (0.19) (@) (0.17) ) ) 3) (0.13)
Biography (30) | (2.88) (19) | (3.28) (15) | (2.38) (64) | (2.84)
History 131 12.60 | 60 10.34 82 13.02 273 12.13
History (70) | (6.73) 8 | (1.38) (13) | (2.06) (91) | (4.04)
Historical chronicles ) | (0.29) (=) ) ) -) 3 (0.13)
Pre-Ayutthaya period (@) (0.10) (@) (0.17) ) (0.16) 3) (0.13)
Ayutthaya period (@) (0.10) (@) (0.17) @) (1.11) 9) (0.40)
Chakri period 19) | (1.83) 7) | (4.66) (18) | (2.86) 64) | (2.84)
Local history (35) | (3.37) 1) | (3.62) (22) | (3.49) (78) | (3.47)
Family history )1 1(0:19) ©) ) (15) | (2.38) 17) | (0.76)
Museums/museum science ) ) 2) (0.34) (6) (0.95) 8) (0.36)
Geography 102 9.81 57 9.83 67 10:63 226 10.04
Geography 3) | (0.29) 9) (1.55) 21 (3.33) (33) 1.47)
Anthropology (1) | (0.10) Q) Q) Q) Q) 1| (004
Folklore/folk literature (11) (1.06) (8) (1.38) 17 (2.70) (36) (1.60)
Tradition/customs (49) 4.71) (13) (2.24) (13) (2.06) (75) (3.33)
Recreation (29) | (2.79) (10) | (@72 (13) | (2.06) (52) | (2.31)
Ethnology )| (0.19) (10) | (1.72) 2| (0.32) (14) | (0.62)
Surveys of natural resources (4)| (0.38) Q) (0.17) ) ) (5) (0.22)
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3.2. Subjects and types

In analyzing the subjects (table 5) and the types (table 2) of books acquired by
LC, the analysis result showed that the highest amount of three types of book, which
were general books, 360 titles (21.67%), reference books, 19 titles (22.09%), and
reports, 227 titles (48.71%), were on social science. The highest amount of rare
books was on history, 7 titles (23.33%).

The second highest of general books were on history, consisting of 235 titles
(14.15 %). The second highest of reference books were on language/literature,
consisting of 15 titles (17.44%). The second highest of reports were on geography,
consisting of 51 titles (10.94%). The second highest of rare books were on
philosophy/psychology/religion, and auxiliary sciences of history, consisting of 4
titles (13.33%) each.

The least amount, 1 title, of general books (0.06%) was on library science.
The least amount of reference books, 1 title (1.16%) each, was on three subjects,
which were auxiliary sciences of history, education, and technology. No reference
book on music, science, medicine, military, and naval science was acquired. The
least amount of reports (0.21%) was on military science. The least amount of rare
books (3.33%) was on five subjects, which were social sciences, political science,
law/civil rights, music, and agriculture/conservation.

The seven pamphlets acquired were on five subjects. There were 2 titles
(28.57%) each on two subjects, which were law/civil rights and technology, and there
was 1 title (14.29%) each on three subjects, which were social science, political
science, and fine arts.

Moreover, there was no book on naval science for every type of book except
general books, 2 titles (0.12%). It was also noted that books on
philosophy/psychology/religion, 110 titles (6.62%) were the fifth highest of general
books acquired out of eighteen subjects. Books on agriculture/conservation were the
sixth highest of reports acquired out of eighteen subjects. These can be referred to in
table 6.
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TYPES G]]; g gﬁ‘gl‘ RE;gIgi?]SCE REPORTS RARE BOOKS | PAMPHLETS
(n = 1661) (n = 86) (n = 466) (n = 30) n=7)

SUBJECTS (n = 2250) amt % amt | % amt % amt % amt %
Philosophy/Psychology/Religion (n = 119) 110 6.62 2 ; 2.33 3 0.64 4 13.33 - -
Auxiliary Sciences of History (n=80) 67 E 4.03 1 : 1.16 8 1.72 4 13.33 - -
History (n=273) 235 ‘ 14.15 11 12.79 20 4.29 7 23.33 - -
Geography (n = 226) 166 ! 9.99 7 8.14 51 | 1094 2 6.67 - -
Social Sciences (n =608) 360 ! 21.67 19 | 2209 | 227 | 48.71 1 3.33 1 14.29
Political Science (n=116) 84 ! 5.06 6 6.98 24 5.15 1 3.33 1 14.29
Law/Civil Rights (n =121) 108 E 6.50 3 | 3.49 7 1.50 1 3.33 2 28.57
Education (n=69) 44 ' 2.65 1 1.16 22 472 2 6.67 - -
Music (n = 32) 28 | 1.69 - - 3 0.64 1 3.33 - -
Fine Arts (n=172) 145 | 8.73 8 9.30 16 343 2 6.67 1 14.29
Language/Literature (n=209) 178 | 10.72 15 17.44 14 3.00 2 6.67 - -
Science (n = 39) 33 1.99 - - 6 1.29 - - - -
Medicine (n=74) 34 2.05 - - 38 8.15 2 6.67 - -
Agriculture/Conservation (n = 56) 32 1.93 2 2.33 21 4,51 1 3.33 - -
Technology (n = 34) 26 157 1 116 5 107 - - 2 | 2857
Military Science (n=9) 8 0.48 - - 1 0.21 - - - -
Naval Science (n=2) 2 0.12 - - - - - - - -
Library Science (n = 11) 1 0.06 10 11.63 - - - - - -
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4. Authors

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in three tables on
authors, including the authors of books (table 7), authors and types (table 8), and
authors and subjects (table 9).

4.1. Authors of books

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC were categorized as having and
not having author. Books with author were further divided into personal and
corporate authors. Personal authors were divided into Thai, foreign, and Thai and
foreign authors, while corporate authors were divided into public and private
corporate authors.

The result of the analysis showed that the majority of books acquired, 2,192
titles (97.42%), had authors while the minority, 58 titles (2.58%), had no author. The
same result was found in all three years.

Of the 2,192 titles with authors, the majority of books, 1,503 titles (68.57%),
were written by personal authors, while the minority, 689 titles (31.43%), was
compiled by corporate authors. The same result was found in all three years, being
written by personal authors more than compiled by corporate authors.

Of the 1,503 titles written by personal authors, the majority of books, 1,317
titles (87.62%), were written by Thai authors. The second most, 172 titles (11.45%),
were written by foreign authors, while the least, 14 titles (0.93%), were written by
both Thai and foreign authors. The same result was found in all three years, having
the majority written by Thai authors, the second most by foreign authors, and the least
by both Thai and foreign authors.

Of the 689 titles with corporate authors, the majority of books, 548 titles
(79.54%), were compiled by public organizations, while the minority was compiled
by private organizations, consisting of 141 titles (20.46%). For all three years, LC
acquired books that were compiled by public organizations more than books by
private organizations. These can be referred to in table 7.



Table 7: Authors of Books

1998 1999 2000 Total
AUTHORS (n =1040) (n = 580) (n = 630) (n = 2250)
amt % amt % amt % amt %
Authors 1020 98.08 557 96.03 615 97.62 2192 97.42
Personal 676 66.27 404 72.53 423 68.78 1503 68.57
(Thai Author) (575) (85.06) (354) (87.62) (388) (91.73) (1317) (87.62)
(Foreign Author) (94) (13.91) (46) (11.39) (32) (7.56) 172) (11.45)
(Thai + Foreign Author) 7 (1.03) 4) (0.99) 3) (0.71) (14) (0.93)
Corporate 344 33.73 153 27.47 192 31.22 689 31.43
(Public) (276) (80.23) (119) (77.78) (153) (79.69) (548) (79.54)
(Private) (68) (19.77) (34) (22.22) (39) (20.31) (141) (20.46)
No Author 20 1.92 23 3.97 15 2.38 58 2.58
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4.2. Authors and types

In analyzing the authors (table 7) and the types (table 2) of books, the analysis
result showed that for all types, the majority of books had author, while the minority
had no author. Reference was the only type with all books, 86 titles (100%), having
authors.

The result also showed that for all types, the majority of books were written by
personal authors, while the minority were compiled by corporate authors. These can
be referred to in table 8.



Table 8 : Authors and Types

GENERAL REFERENCE
TYPES BOOKS BOOKS R(]IEIP=O41;"6F)S RAl((IIIE E%C))KS PAI\({\PL—I;)ETS
(n =1661) (n = 86)
AUTHOR =22
UTHORS  (n 50) amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %
Author (n = 2192) 1616 97.29 86 100.00 | 463 99.36 22 73.33 71.43
Personal (n=1503) (1104) | (68.32) (60) | (69.77) (322) | (69.55) (14) | (63.64) (3) | (60.00)
Corporate (n=689) (512) | (31.68) (26) | (30.23) (141) | (30.45) (8) | (36.36) (2) | (40.00)
No Author (n = 58) 45 2.71 - - 3 0.64 8 26.67 28.57

61
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4.3. Authors and subjects

In analyzing the authors (table 7) and the subjects (table 5) of books, the
analysis result showed that the majority of books on sixteen subjects out of eighteen
were written by personal authors, while the minority was by corporate authors. The
books of the remaining two subjects, which were education, 36 titles (52.17%), and
technology, 17 titles (50.00%), were by corporate authors more than by personal
authors.

Moreover, all the books on four subjects had authors, which were history,
science, military science, and library science. These can be referred to in table 9.



Table 9: Authors and Subjects

AUTHORS AUTHORS
(n = 2192) NO AUTHOR
PERSONAL CORPORATE (n=58)
(n =1503) (n = 689)

SUBJECTS (n = 2250) amt % amt % amt %
Philosophy/Psychology/Religion (n = 119) 91 76.47 22 18.49 6 5.04
Auxiliary Sciences of History (n = 80) 50 65.00 20 25.00 8 10.00
History (n=273) 203 74.36 70 25.64 - -
Geography (n=226) 161 71.24 61 26.99 4 1.77
Social Sciences (n = 608) 344 56.58 259 42.60 5 0.82
Political Science (n=116) 81 69.83 29 25.00 6 517
Law/Civil Rights (n =121) 68 56.20 48 39.67 5 4.13
Education (n=69) 32 46.38 36 52.17 1 1.45
Music (n = 32) 25 78.13 5 15.63 2 6.25
Fine Arts (n=172) 120 69.77 44 25.58 8 4.65
Language/Literature (n = 209) 182 87.08 19 9.09 8 3.83
Science (n=39) 32 82.05 7 17.95 - -
Medicine (n=74) 44 59.46 28 37.84 2 2.70
Agriculture/Conservation (n = 56) 38 67.86 17 30.36 1 1.79
Technology (n = 34) 16 47.06 17 50.00 1 2.94
Military Science (n=9) 7 77.78 2 22.22 - -
Naval Science (n=2) 1 50.00 - - 1 50.00
Library Science (n=11) 6 54.55 5 45.45 - -

63
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5. Publishers

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in three tables on
publishers, including the publishers of books (table 10), publishers and types (table
11), and publishers and subjects (table 12).

5.1. Publishers of books

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC were categorized as being
published by five different publishers, including governmental agencies, academic
institutions,  private  publishing  firms, international  organizations, and
associations/foundations.

The result of the analysis showed that the majority of books, 2,229 titles
(99.07%) had publishers, while the minority, 21 titles (0.93%), had no publisher.

Of the 2,229 titles with publishers, the highest amount, 1,009 titles (45.27%),
were published by private publishing firms. The second highest, 522 titles (23.42%),
were by governmental agencies. The least, 93 titles (4.17%), were by international
organizations.

The highest amount acquired in all three years were published by private
publishing firms, consisting of 437 titles (42.17%) in 1998, 286 titles (49.83%) in
1999, and 286 titles (46.20%) in 2000.

The second highest acquired in 1998, 267 titles (25.76%), and in 1999, 122
titles (21.25%), were by governmental agencies, while the second highest acquired in
2000, 138 titles (22.29%), were by academic institutions.

The least amount acquired in all three years were published by international
organizations, consisting of 53 titles (5.15%) in 1998, 14 titles (2.44%) in 1999, and
26 titles (4.20%) in 2000. These can be referred to in table 10.

Table 10: Publishers of Books

1998 1999 2000 Total

PUBLISHERS (n = 1040) (n = 580) (n = 630) (n = 2250)

amt % amt % amt % amt %

Publishers 1036 |99.62 |574 98.97. 619 98.25 |2229 (99.07
Governmental Agencies (267)| (25.76)] (122) (21.25)]  (133)| (21.49)| (622)| (23.42)
Academic Institutions (206) (19.87)] (105)| (18.29)] (138)| (22.29)] (449)| (20.14)
Private Publishing Firms (437)| (42.17)| (286)| (49.83)] (286)| (46.20)| (1009) (45.27)
International Organizations (53)] (5.15) (14)| (2.44) (26)| (4.20) 93)| 4.17)
Associations / Foundations (73)] (7.05) @an| (8.19) (36)] (5.82)] (156)| (7.00)

No Publisher 4 0.38 |6 1.03 |11 1.75 |21 0.93
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5.2. Publishers and types

In analyzing the publishers (table 10) and the types (table 2) of books, the
analysis result showed that all types of books had publishers more than no publisher,
with two types that all books (100%) had publishers, which were reference books, 86
titles, and pamphlets, 7 titles.

Of the 2,229 titles with publishers, the highest amount of three types of books
were published by private publishing firms, which were general books, 922 titles
(56.12%), reference books, 28 titles (32.56%), and rare books, 11 titles (39.29%).
The majority of the other two types were published by governmental agencies, which
were reports, 185 titles (39.78%), and pamphlets, 6 titles (85.71%). These can be
referred to in table 11.



Table 11: Publishers and Types
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GENERAL REFERENCE REPORTS RARE BOOKS PAMPHLETS
TYPES | BOOKS (n=1661) | BOOKS (n = 86) (n = 466) (n = 30) =7
PUBLISHERS (n =2250) amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %
Publishers (n = 2229) 1643 98.92 86 100.00 | 465 99.79 28 93.33 7 100.00
Governmental Agencies (n =522) (298) | (18.14) (25) | (29.07) (185) | (39.78) (8) | (28.57) (6) | (85.71)
Academic Institutions (n = 449) (257) | (15.64) (16) | (18.60) 171) | (36.77) 4 | (14.29) Q)| 14.29
Private Publishing Firms (n = 1009) (922) | (56.12) (28) | (32.56) (48) | (10.32) (11) | (39.29) -) -)
International Organizations (n = 93) (49) (2.98) (6) (6.98) (38) (8.17) ) ) ) )
Associations / Foundations (n = 156) 117) | (7.12) (1) | (12.79) (23) | (4.95) (5) | (17.86) ) )
No Publisher (n = 21) 18 1.08 - - 1 0.21 2 6.67 - -
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5.3. Publishers and subjects

In analyzing the publishers (table 10) and the subjects (table 5) of books, the
analysis result showed that all the books on six subjects had publishers, which were
history, law/civil rights, music, science, military science, and library science; while
books on twelve subjects had more publishers than no publisher, which were
philosophy/psychology/religion, auxiliary sciences of history, geography, social
sciences, political science, education, fine arts, language/literature, medicine,
agriculture/conservation, technology, and naval science.

The majority of thirteen out of eighteen subjects were published by private
publishing firms, which were philosophy/psychology/religion, 64 titles (53.78%),
auxiliary sciences of history, 51 titles (63.75%), history, 159 titles (58.24%),
geography, 104 titles (46.02%), social sciences, 196 titles (32.24%), political science,
40 titles (34.48%), law/civil rights, 82 titles (67.77%), music, 18 titles (56.25%), fine
arts, 84 titles (48.84%), language/literature, 138 titles (66.03%), science, 19 titles
(48.72%), technology, 14 titles (41.18%), and military science, 4 titles (44.44%). The
same amount of book on military science were also published by academic
institutions, 4 titles (44.44%). The same amount of books on naval science, 1 title
(50%), was published by private publishing firms.

The highest amount of two subjects, which were education, 26 titles (37.68%),
and library science, 4 titles (36.36%), were published by governmental agencies,
while the highest amount of another two subjects, which were medicine, 28 titles
(37.84%), and agriculture/conservation, 18 titles (32.14%), were published by
academic institutions.

There were books on seven subjects published by international organizations
but not acquired by LC, which were philosophy/psychology/religion, music, fine arts,
language/literature, technology, military science, and naval science. Similarly, books
on four subjects that were published by associations/foundations but not acquired by
LC were music, military science, naval science, and library science. Nonetheless, the
highest amount of book on social science, 41 titles, and second highest amount, 24
titles each, on two subjects, which were philosophy/psychology/religion, and history
were published by associations/foundations and acquired by LC.

Moreover, the amount of books on social science acquired were nearly equally
distributed -among. the three. publishers, which were private publishing firms,
governmental agencies, and academic institutions, which were 196 titles, 172 titles,
and 142 titles respectively. Moreover, social science was the highest amount of
subject published by the three mentioned publishers. Books on medicine and library
science, though distributed among the publishers, but emphasis was on governmental
agencies and academic institutions. Furthermore, books on technology, though
distributed among the three publishers, but emphasis was on private publishing firms.
These can be referred to in table 12.



Table 12: Publishers and Subjects

PUBLISHERS
(n =2229)
PUBLISHERS NO PUBLISHER
GOVERNMENTAL ACADEMIC ngﬁé‘gz = INTERNATIONAL | ASSOCIATIONS / (n=21)
AGENCIES INSTITUTIONS ORGANIZATIONS | FOUNDATIONS
(n =522) (n =449) iy (n=93) (n =156)
(n = 1009)

SUBJECTS (n = 2250) amt % amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %
E:izlolslogp)hy/ Psychology/Religion 14 | 1176 | 14 | u7e | 64 | 5378 - _ 24 | 2017 3 252
gu::l;g;y Sciences of History 12 | 1500 | 8 1000 51 | 6375 2 2.50 4 5.00 3 375
History (n=273) 58 21.25 31 11.36 159 | 58.24 0.37 24 8.79 - -
Geography (n = 226) 51 22.57 52 2301 | 104 | 46.02 8 3.54 10 4.42 1 0.44
Social Sciences (n = 608) 172 28.29 142 23.36 196 32.24 55 9.05 41 6.74 2 0.33
Political Science (n=116) 33 28.45 31 26.72 40 34.48 4 3.45 6 517 2 1.72
Law/Civil Rights (n =121) 27 2231 7 579 82 67.77 1 0.83 4 3.31 - -
Education (n = 69) 26 37.68 19 27.54 10 14.49 9 13.04 3 4.35 2 2.90
Music (n = 32) 4 12.50 10 31.25 18 56.25 - - - - - -
Fine Arts (n=172) 52 30.23 25 14.53 84 48.84 - - 10 5.81 1 0.58
Language/Literature (n=209) 20 9.57 39 18.66 138 66.03 - - 10 4.78 2 0.96
Science (n=39) 5 12.82 9 23.08 19 48.72 2 5.13 4 10.26 -
Medicine (n=74) 24 3243 28 37.84 11 14.86 1 1.35 8 10.81 2 2.70
Agriculture/Conservation (n = 56) 10 17.86 18 32.14 12 21.43 8 14.29 7 12.50 1 1.79
Technology (n=34) 9 26.47 9 26.47 14 41.18 - - 1 2.94 1 2.94
Military Science (n=9) 11.11 4 44.44 4 44.44 - - - - - -
Naval Science (n=2) - - - - 50.00 - - - - 1 50.00
Library Science (n=11) 4 36.36 3 27.27 2 18.18 2 18.18 - - - -
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6. Years of publication

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in three tables on
years of publication, including the years of publication (table 13), years of publication
and types (table 14), and years of publication and subjects (table 15).

6.1. Years of publication

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC from 1998 to 2000 were
categorized as having years of publication and having no year of publication. Books
with years of publications were further divided into six ranges of year of publication
as follow: published before or in 2539 (1996); in 2540 (1997); in 2541 (1998); in
2542 (1999); in 2543 (2000); and in 2544 (2001).

The result of the analysis showed that the majority of books acquired, 2,240
titles (99.56%), had years of publication, while the minority, 10 titles (0.44%), had no
year of publication.

Of the 2,240 titles with years of publication, the highest amount, 653 titles
(29.15%), were published in the year 1996. The second highest, 547 titles (24.42%),
were published in the year 1998. The least, 4 titles (0.18%), were published in the
year 2001.

In the yearly comparison, the result showed that the highest amount acquired
in 1999, 228 titles (39.58%), and 2000, 238 titles (38.02%) were published in 1999.
The highest amount acquired in 1998, 446 titles (42.97), were published before or in
1996.

It is worth noting that some titles were given the year of publication in
advance of the actual distribution date, resulting in books having year of publication a
year ahead of its acquisition date. For instance, books acquired in 1998, 15 titles
(1.45%), were published in 1999; books acquired in 1999, 6 titles (1.04%), were
published in 2000; and books acquired in 2000, 4 titles (0.64%), were published in
2001. These can be referred to in table 13.



Table 13: Years of publication
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1998 1999 2000 Total
YEARS OF PUBLICATION (n =1040) (n = 580) (n = 630) (n = 2250)
amt % amt % amt % amt %
Years of Publication 1038 |99.81 |576 99.31 |626 99.37 |2240 |99.56

<= 2539 (1996) (446)|(42.97) (86)| (14.94)] (121)| (19.33)] (653)| (29.15)
2540 (1997) (293)/(28.23) (56)| (9.72) (41), (6.55)| (390)| (17.41)
2541 (1998) (284)|(27.35)] (200)|(34.72) (63)| (10.06)| (547)|(24.42)
2542 (1999) (*15)| (1.45)] (228)[(39.58)| (238)|(38.02)| (481) (21.47)
2543 (2000) ) ) (*6) (1.04)] (159)|(25.40)] (@65)| (7.37)
2544 (2001) ) ) ) ()} (*4)] (0.64) (4), (0.18)

No Year of Publication 2 0.19 |4 i0.69 4 0.63 |10 0.44

* Books sold before the year of publication
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6.2. Years of publication and types

In analyzing the years of publication (table 13) and the types of books (table
2), the analysis result showed that all the books (100%) of three types, which were
reference books, 86 titles, rare books, 30 titles, and pamphlets, 7 titles, had years of
publication. As for the majority of the remainder two types, which were general

books, 1655 titles (99.64%), and reports, 462 titles (99.14%), had years of
publication.

Of those books with years of publication, the highest amount of general books,
428 titles (25.86%), were published in 1998. The highest amount of reference books,
29 titles (33.72%), and pamphlets, 3 titles (42.86%), were published in 1997. The
highest amount of reports, 199 titles (43.07%), and rare books, 12 titles (40.00%),
were published before or in 1996. These can be referred to in table 14.



Table 14: Years of Publication and Types
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GENERAL BOOKS REFERENCE REPORTS RARE BOOKS PAMPHLETS
TYPES (n =1661) BOOKS (n = 86) (n = 466) (n = 30) n=7)
YEARS (n = 2250) amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %
Years of Publication
(n = 2240) 1655 99.64 86 100.00 462 99.14 30 100.00 100.00
<= 2539 (1996) (n = 653) (415) | (25.08) 25) | (29.07) (199) | (43.07) (12) | (40.00) )| (2857)
2540 (1997) (n = 390) (264) | (15.95) (29) | (33.72) (90) | (19.48) (4) | (13.33) (3) | (42.86)
2541 (1998) (n = 547) (428) | (25.86) 12) |  (13.95) 97) | (21.00) 8) | (26.67) ) | (2857)
2542 (1999) (n = 481) (399) | (24.11) (13) |  (15.12) 63) | (13.64) (6) | (20.00) ) )
2543 (2000) (n = 165) (146) (8.82) (7) (8.14) (12) (2.60) ) ) ) )
2544 (2001) (n=4) (3 (0.18) ) ) ) (0.22) ) ) ) )
No Year of Publication
(n = 10) 6 0.36 - “ 4 0.86 - - -
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6.3. Years of publication and subjects

In analyzing the years of publication (table 13) and the subjects of books
(table 5), the analysis result showed that all the books on eleven subjects had year of
publication, which were philosophy/psychology/religion, auxiliary sciences of history,
geography, social science, education, music, science, technology, military science,
naval science, and library science. Books on seven subjects had more years of
publication than no year, which were history, political science, law/civil rights, fine
arts, language/literature, medicine, and agriculture/conservation.

The highest amount of books on eleven out of eighteen subjects were
published before or in 1996, which were philosophy/psychology/religion, auxiliary
sciences of history, geography, social science, law/civil rights, education, music, fine
arts, science, medicine, and agriculture/conservation. However the same highest
amount of book on law/civil rights, 30 titles (24.79%), were also published in 1998.

Moreover, all the books, 2 titles (100%), on naval science and the highest
amount of books on three subjects were published in 1998; the three subjects were
history, political science, and military science. Only the highest amount of one
subject, which was language/literature, 52 titles (24.88%), were published in 1999.

The least amount of book on every subject were published in 2000 except
books on science, which the same 4 titles (10.26%) were also published in 1997;
military science, which the same 1 title (11.11%) was also published before or in
1996; and library science, which the same 1 title (9.09%) was also published in 1998.
These can be referred to in table 15.



Table 15: Years of Publication and Subjects
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VEARS YEARS O(E ngiE)I)CATION NO YEAR OF
<= 2539 (1996) 2540 (1997) 2541 (1998) 2542 (1999) 2543 (2000) 2544 (2001) PUB(LnI i?(};ION
(n = 653) (n = 390) (n = 547) (n = 481) (n = 165) (n = 4)

SUBJECTS (n =2250) amt % amt % amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %
frg)osc’phy/ Psychology/Religion (1= | 55 | 5941 | 17 | 1420 | 27 | 2260 | 28 |2353| 12 |1008| - - - -
gg;( lliary Sciences of History (n = 24 |3000| 12 |1500| 20 |2500| 18 |2250| 6 | 750 | - - - -
History (n=273) 66 24.18 49 17.95 73 26.74 62 22.71 21 7.69 1 0.37 1 0.37
Geography (n = 226) 72 | 3186 | 32 | 1416 | 51 | 2257 | 59 | 2611 | 12 5.31 - - - -
Social Sciences (n = 608) 177 29.11 93 15.30 160 26.32 136 | 22.37 41 6.74 1 0.16 - -
Political Science (n=116) 29 25.00 23 19.83 32 27.59 16 13.79 15 12.93 - - 1 0.86
Law/Civil Rights (n =121) 30 24.79 22 18.18 30 24.79 28 23.14 9 7.44 1 0.83 1 0.83
Education (n = 69) 23 33.33 10 14.49 14 20.29 17 24.64 5 7.25 - - - -
Music (n = 32) 12 37.50 5 15.63 9 28.13 4 12.50 1 3.13 1 3.13 - -
Fine Arts (n=172) 63 36.63 35 20.35 39 22.67 21 12.21 11 6.40 - - 3 1.74
Language/Literature (n=209) 45 21.53 46 22.01 48 22.97 52 24.88 16 7.66 - - 2 0.96
Science (n=39) 11 28.21 4 10.26 10 25.64 10 25.64 4 10.26 - - - -
Medicine (n=74) 30 40.54 18 24.32 10 13.51 11 14.86 4 541 - - 1 1.35
Agriculture/Conservation (n = 56) 22 39.29 7 12.50 10 17.86 12 21.43 4 7.14 - - 1 1.79
Technology (n=34) 10 29.41 11 32.35 6 17.65 5 14.71 2 5.88 - - - -
Military Science (n=29) 1 11.11 2 22.22 5 55.56 - - 1 11.11 - - - -
Naval Science (n=2) - - - - 2 108'0 - - - - - - - -
Library Science (n=11) 3 27.27 4 36.36 1 9.09 2 18.18 1 9.09 - - - -
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7. Languages

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in three tables on
language, including the languages of books (table 16), languages and types (table 17),
and languages and subjects (table 18).

7.1. Languages of books

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC were divided into three main
groups of languages, including Thai, English, and other languages. Other languages
included French, German, and Italian.

The result of the analysis showed that the majority of books acquired, 1,769
titles (78.62%), were in Thali, the second most acquired, 474 titles (21.07%), were in
English, and the least amount acquired, 7 titles (0.31%), were in other languages.
Furthermore, the majority of other languages, 5 titles (71.44%), were in French.
Other languages, consisting of 1 title (14.28%) each, were in German and Italian.

When compared yearly, the majority of books in all three years were also in
Thai language, while the second most were in English, and the least were in other
languages. For other languages, the majority, 3 titles (75.00%), of books acquired in
1998, and all, 1 title (100.00%), of books acquired in 1999 were in French. The same
amount, 1 title (50.00%) each, of books acquired in 2000 were in French and German.
These can be referred to in table 16.

Table 16: Languages of Books

1998 1999 2000 Total
LANGUAGES (n =1040) (n = 580) (n = 630) (n =2250)
amt % amt % amt % amt %
Thai 791 76.06 457 78.79 521 82.70 1769 78.62
English 245 23.55 122 21.04 107 16.98 474 21.07
Others 4 0.39 1 0:17 2 0.32 7 0.31
(French) (3)| (75.00) (1)| (100.00) (1) (50.00) B) (7144
(German) ) Q) ) ) (1) . (50.00) 1] @Q4.28)
(Italian) (1)} (25.00) (-) (=) =) ) 1) @4.28)
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7.2. Languages and types

In analyzing the languages (table 16) and the types (table 2) of books, the
analysis result showed that the majority of all five types of books were in Thai
language, which were general books, 1344 titles (80.92%); reference books, 60 titles
(69.77%); reports, 333 titles (71.46%); rare books, 27 titles (90.00%); and pamphlets,
5 titles (71.43%). Apart from Thai language, the rest of reference books, reports, rare
books, and pamphlets were all in English, consisting of 26 titles (30.23%), 133 titles
(28.54%), 3 titles (10.00%), and 2 titles (28.57%) respectively. All of the books, 7
titles, in other languages were general books. These can be referred to in table 17.



Table 17: Languages and Types
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REFERENCE

TYPES GENE?;’X&ESOKS ](3 r? 9;2 ? R(EI;OAII;";")S RAI({IIIE 3;)0())KS PAI\(/LPL—I%ETS
LANGUAGES amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %
Thai (n = 1769) 1344 80.92 60 69.77 333 71.46 27 90.00 71.43
English (n = 474) 310 18.66 26 30.23 133 28.54 3 10.00 28.57
Others (n=7) 7 0.42 - - - - - - -
(French) (n=5) 6| (7142) ©) () () () () ©) () )
(German) (n=1) | @429 () ) ) () () ) () )
(Italian) (n=1) ()| (14.29) ) ) ) () () ) ) )
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7.3. Languages and subjects

In analyzing the languages (table 16) and the subjects (table 5) of books, the
analysis result showed that the majority of books on every subject and all of the books
on naval science, 2 titles (100.00%) were in Thai. Although the minority of books on
every subject were in English, but books on every subject have English language
except for naval science. For books on music, nearly all, 31 titles (96.88%), were in
Thai, while only 1 title (3.13%) was in English. Books in other languages were
distributed among five subjects: 2 titles each on fine arts (1.16%), and
language/literature (0.96%); 1 title each on philosophy/psychology/religion (0.84%),
history (0.37%), and geography (0.44%). These can be referred to in table 18.

Table 18 : Languages and Subjects

LANGUAGES (nT=Hl‘§é . E(l:ﬂ%{ 0;111371}5
SUBJECTS amt % amt % amt %
Philosophy/Psychology/Religion (n =119) 101 84.87 17 14.29 1 0.84
Auxiliary Sciences of History (n = 80) 69 86.25 11 13.75 ) )
History (n=273) 210 76.92 62 2271 1 0.37
Geography (n = 226) 173 76.55 52 23.01 1 0.44
Social Sciences (n = 608) 432 71.05 176 28.95 ) -
Political Science (n = 116) 96 82.76 20 17.24 ) -)
Law/Civil Rights (n =121) 108 89.26 13 10.74 ) )
Education (n = 69) 54 78.26 15 21.74 ) )
Music (n = 32) 31 96.88 1 3.13 ¢) )
Fine Arts (n=172) 148 86.05 22 12.79 2 1.16
Language/Literature (n=209) 181 86.60 26 12.44 2 0.96
Science (n=39) 28 71.79 11 28.21 ) )
Medicine (n=74) 54 72.97 20 27.03 ) ¢
Agriculture/Conservation (n = 56) 40 71.43 16 28.57 ) )
Technology (n = 34) 28 82.35 6 17.65 Q) )
Military Science (n=29) 7 77.78 2 22.22 ) -)
Naval Science (n=2) 2 100.00 ) ) ) )
Library Science (n=11) 7 63.64 4 36.36 ) )
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8. Reference and index

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in four tables on
reference and index, including reference and index (table 19); reference, index and
types (table 20); reference, index and subjects (table 21); and reference, index and
publishers (table 22).

8.1. Reference and index

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC were distinguished as having and
not having reference and index.

The result of the analysis showed that books with no reference, 1,240 titles
(55.11%), were more than books with references, 1,010 titles (44.89%), which were
the same result in all three years.

Similarly, the majority of books, 2,117 titles (94.09%), were with no index,
while only the minority, 133 titles (5.91%), were books with index. The same result
was found in all three years. These can be referred to in table 19.

Table 19: Reference and Index

1998 1999 2000 Total
amt % amt % amt % amt %
Reference Yes| 472 45.38 256 44.14 282 44,76 1010 44.89
No 568 54.62 324 55.86 348 55.24 1240 55.11
Index Yes 515 5.29 42 7.24 36 571 133 5.91
No 985 . 94.71 538 92.76 594 94.29 2117 94.09
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8.2. Reference, index and types

In analyzing the reference and index (table 19) and the types of books (table
2), the analysis result showed that the majority of four out of five types of books had
no reference, which were general books, reference books, rare books, and pamphlets.
Only one type of book, which was report, had reference, 275 titles (59.01%), more
than no reference, 191 titles (40.99%).

The analysis result also showed that every type of books had no index more
than books with index. There were two types of books, rare books and pamphlets,
that all (100.00%) books have no index. These can be referred to in table 20.



Table 20 : Reference, Index and Types
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GENERAL BOOKS RE;gI(()]i(l\;CE REPORTS RARE BOOKS PAMPHLETS
TYPES (n=1661) _ (n = 466) (n=30) n=7)
(n = 86)

REFERENCE / INDEX (n = 2250) amt 0/0 amt 0/0 amt 0/0 amt 0/0 amt 0/0
Reference Yes (n =1010) 703 42.32 18 20.93 275 59.01 13 43.33 1 14.29
No (n=1240) 958 57.68 68 79.07 191 40.99 17 56.67 6 85.71

Index Yes (n=133) 107 6.44 10 11.63 16 343 ) ) ) )
No (n=2117) 1554 93.56 76 88.37 450 96.57 30 100.00 7 100.00
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8.3. Reference, index and subjects

In analyzing the reference and index (table 19) and the subjects of books (table
5), the analysis result showed that the majority of books on most subject had no
reference.

There were only five subjects with the majority of books having reference,
which were history, 157 titles (57.51%); geography, 131 titles (57.96%); fine arts, 104
titles (60.47%); science, 20 titles (51.28%); and agriculture/conservation, 34 titles
(60.71%).

All the books (100.00%) on military science, 9 titles, and naval science, 2
titles, were with no reference at all. In addition, only 1 title (9.09%) out of 11 titles of
library science had reference.

As for index, the majority of books on every subject had no index, especially
all books on five subjects had no index at all, which were auxiliary sciences of
history, music, technology, military science, and naval science. These can be referred
to in table 21.



Table 21: Reference, Index and Subjects
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REFERENCE / INDEX REFERENCE INDEX
YES NO YES NO
(n =1010) (n = 1240) (n =133) (n =2117)

SUBJECTS (n = 2250) amt % amt % amt % amt %
Philosophy/Psychology/Religion 49 4118 20 58.82 1 0.84 118 99.16
(n=119)

Auxiliary Sciences of History 23 28.75 57 7125 ) ) 80 100.00
(n =80)

History (n=273) 157 57.51 116 42.49 21 7.69 252 92.31
Geography (n=226) 131 57.96 95 42.04 22 9.73 204 90.27
Social Sciences (n = 608) 250 41.12 358 58.88 34 5.59 574 94.41
Political Science (n = 116) 52 44.83 64 55.17 1 0.86 115 99.14
Law/Civil Rights (n =121) 39 32.23 82 67.77 2 1.65 119 98.35
Education (n=69) 16 23.19 53 76.81 20 28.99 49 71.01
Music (n = 32) 8 25.00 24 75.00 - - 32 100.00
Fine Arts (n=172) 104 60.47 68 39.53 7 4.07 165 95.93
Language/Literature (n=209) 87 41.63 122 58.37 9 4.31 200 95.69
Science (n=39) 20 51.28 19 48.72 2 5.13 37 94.87
Medicine (n=74) 35 47.30 39 52.70 5 6.76 69 93.24
Agriculture/Conservation (n=56) 34 60.71 22 39.29 6 10.71 50 89.29
Technology (n =34) 4 11.76 30 88.24 - - 34 100.00
Military Science (n=9) - - 9 100.00 - - 9 100.00
Naval Science (n=2) - - 2 100.00 - - 2 100.00
Library Science (n=11) 1 9.09 10 90.91 3 27.27 8 72.73
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8.4. Reference, index and publishers

In analyzing the reference and index (table 19) and the publishers of books
(table 10), the analysis result showed that the majority of books of two out of five
publishers had reference, which were academic institutions, 320 titles (71.27%), and
international organizations, 51 titles (54.84%). The majority of books by three other
publishers had no reference, which were governmental agencies, 317 titles (60.73%),
private publishing firms, 649 titles (64.32%), and associations/foundations, 90 titles
(57.69%).

As for index, the majority of books by all five publishers had no index.

Moreover, the majority of books with no publisher, had neither reference nor
index. These can be referred to in table 22.



Table 22: Reference, Index and Publishers
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PUBLISHERS
(n = 2229)
PRIVATE NO PUBLISHER
PUBLISHERS GOVERNMENTAL ACADEMIC PUBLISHING INTERNATIONAL | ASSOCIATIONS/ (n =21)
AGENCIES INSTITUTIONS ORGANIZATIONS | FOUNDATIONS
(n =522) (n = 449) HRMS (n=93) (n = 156)
(n =1009)
REFERENCE/ ) 7 p ) ) )
INDEX (n = 2250) amt %o amt Yo amt %0 amt Yo amt Yo amt Yo
Reference Yes (n=1010) 205 39.27 320 71.27 360 35.68 51 54.84 66 42.31 8 38.10
No (n=1240) 317 60.73 129 28.73 649 64.32 42 45.16 90 57.69 13 61.90
Index Yes (n=133) 12 2.30 27 6.01 81 8.03 2 215 10 6.41 1 4.76
No (n=2117) 510 97.70 422 93.99 928 91.97 91 97.85 146 93.59 20 95.24
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9. Prices

The analysis of books on Thailand acquired by LC resulted in four tables on
prices, including prices of books (table 23); prices and types (table 24); prices and
subjects (table 25); and prices and publishers (table 26).

9.1. Prices of books

The 2,250 titles on Thailand acquired by LC were distinguished as having and
not having price. Books with price were further divided into five price range of 300
including 100 baht or less, 101-400 baht, 401-700 baht, 701-1000 baht, and more than
1000 baht.

The result of the analysis showed that the majority of book, 1,903 titles
(84.58%), had prices, while the minority, 347 titles (15.42%), had no price.

The majority of books with prices, 1,286 titles (67.58%), fall in the price range
of 101-400 baht. The second most, 406 titles (21.33%), fall in the price range of 100
baht or less. The least amount of books, 31 titles (1.63%), had price higher than 1000
baht. The same result was found in all three years. These can be referred to in table
23.

Table 23: Prices of Books

1998 (n=1040) | 1999 (n=580) | 2000 (n=630) | Total (n =2250)
PRICES

amt % amt % amt % amt %

Prices 846  |81.35 [489 84.31 |568 90.16 (1903 |84.58
<=100| (168) (19.86)| (112) (22.90)] (@126) (22.18)] (406) (21.33)
101-400| (575)| (67.97)| (316) (64.62)| (395) (69.54)| (1286) (67.58)
401-700|  (63) (7.45)| (46) (9.41)| (24) (423)| (133) (6.99)
701-1000|  (23) (2.71) (12)| (2.45) 12 | @ @47
>1000 (A7) (2.01) (3) (0.62) (A1) (1.94) (31)) (1.63)

No Price  |194 18.65 |91 15.69 |62 9.84 |[347 15.42
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9.2. Prices and types

In analyzing the prices (table 23) and the types (table 2) of books, the analysis
result showed that the majority of four out of five types of books had price, which
were general books, reference books, reports, and rare books, while the minority had
no price. Only one type of book, which were pamphlets, that the amount of book with
no price, 4 titles (57.147%), were close in amount to books with price, 3 titles
(42.86%). All of these 3 titles (100.00%) of pamphlets with price fall in the price
range of 100 baht or less.

The majority and second most books in four types of books, which were
general books, reference books, reports, and rare books, were in the price range of
101-400 baht and 100 baht or less respectively.

Books with price more than 1000 baht could be found in general books, 24
titles (1.62%); reference books, 5 titles (6.85%); reports, 1 title (0.31%); and rare
books, 1 title (4.76%). These can be referred to in table 24.



Table 24: Prices and Types
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TYPES GENERAL BOOKS RE;gIgi(l\;CE REPORTS RARE BOOKS PAMPHLETS
(n =1661) 7 (n = 466) (n =30) (n=7)
(n = 86)
PRICES (n = 2250)

amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %

Prices (n = 1903) 1485 89.40 73 84.88 321 68.88 21 70.00 42.86
<=100 (n = 406) (322) | (21.68) Q) | (12.33) (66) | (20.56) 6) | (28.57) (3) | (100.00)
101-400 (n = 1286) (981) | (66.06) (56) | (76.71) (241) | (75.08) (8) | (38.10) ) )
401-700 (n=133) (117) (7.88) ) ) (10) (3.12) 6) | (28.57) ) )
701-1000 (n = 47) (41) (2.76) (3) (4.11) (3) (0.93) ) ) ) )
>1000 (n = 31) (24) (1.62) (5) (6.85) 1) (0.31) 1) (4.76) ) )

No Price (n = 347) 176 10.60 13 15.12 145 31.12 9 30.00 57.14
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9.3. Prices and subjects

In analyzing the prices (table 23) and the subjects (table 5) of books, the
analysis result showed that the highest amount of books on all subject were found in
the price range of 101-400 baht.

There were a total of 31 books with price more than 1000 baht which were
books on fine arts, 12 titles (6.98%); science, 5 titles (12.82%); history, 4 titles
(1.47%); philosophy/psychology/religion, 2 titles (1.68%); geography, 2 titles
(0.88%); lawi/civil rights, 2 titles (1.65%); social sciences, 1 title (0.16%);
language/literature, 1 title (0.48%); medicine, 1 title (1.35%); and library science, 1
title (9.09%). These can be referred to in table 25.



Table 25: Prices and Subjects

PRICES
(n =1903) NO PRICE
PRICES <=100 101-400 401-700 701-1000 > 1000 (n = 347)
(n = 406) (n =1286) (n =133) (n=47) (n=31)

SUBJECTS (n = 2250) amt % amt % amt % amt % amt % amt %
Eg‘;’sor’hy/ Psychology/Religion (n = 37 | 3w09]| 60 |s042| 7 | 5588 | 4 |33 | 2 | 168 9o | 756
Auxiliary Sciences of History (n=80) 24 30.00 43 53.75 5 6.25 3 3.75 - - 5 6.25
History (n=273) 56 | 2051 | 161 | 5897 | 29 10.62 7 2.56 4 1.47 16 5.86
Geography (n = 226) 38 1681 | 121 | 5354 | 17 7.52 10 4.42 2 0.88 38 16.81
Social Sciences (n = 608) 110 18.09 318 52.30 21 3.45 3 0.49 1 0.16 155 25.49
Political Science (n=116) 15 12.93 74 63.79 5 431 1 0.86 - - 21 18.10
Law/Civil Rights (n = 121) 17 14.05 81 66.94 6 4.96 2 1.65 2 1.65 13 10.74
Education (n = 69) 9 13.04 38 55.07 2 2.90 - - - - 20 28.99
Music (n = 32) 5 15.63 25 78.13 1 SIS 1 3.13 - - - -
Fine Arts (n=172) 14 8.14 98 56.98 22 12.79 11 6.40 12 6.98 15 8.72
Language/Literature (n=209) 38 18.18 151 72.25 13 6.22 1 0.48 1 0.48 5 2.39
Science (n=39) 7 17.95 22 56.41 1 2.56 1 2.56 5 12.82 3 7.69
Medicine (n=74) 9 12.16 33 44.59 - - - - 1 1.35 31 41.89
Agriculture/Conservation (n = 56) 16 28.57 25 44.64 2 3.57 1 1.79 - - 12 21.43
Technology (n = 34) 9 26.47 21 61.76 1 2.94 1 2.94 - - 2 5.88
Military Science (n =9) 2 22.22 6 66.67 1 11.11 - - - - - -
Naval Science (n=2) - - 2 108'0 - - - - - - - -
Library Science (n=11) - - 7 63.64 - - 1 9.09 1 9.09 2 18.18
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9.4. Prices and publishers

In analyzing the prices (table 23) and the publishers (table 10) of books, the
analysis result showed that the majority of books published by four out of five
publishers had price, which were governmental agencies, academic institutions,
private publishing firms, and associations/foundations. The remainder publisher,
which was international organizations, published more books with no price, 75 titles
(80.65%), than with price, 18 titles (19.35%).

From the 1903 titles with price, the majority and second most books published
by all five publishers and books with no publisher were in the price range of 101-400
baht and 100 baht or less respectively. These can be referred to in table 26.



Table 26: Prices and Publishers
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PUBLISHERS
(n = 2229)
PUBLISHERS PRIVATE NO PUBLISH