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The purposes of this quasi - experimental research were to compare
inquiry and critical thinking ability of nursing students before and after receiving
research — based instruction and to compare the same variables after the
experiment between nursing students in the experimental and control group.
Research subjects were 40 first year students from Surin Baromratchonnee College
of Nursing which randomly assigned into one experimental and one control group.
Research instruments were research — based lesson plan, teacher's manual,
student's manual, reading handout, inquiry questionnaire and critical thinking ability
test. These instruments were developed by the researcher and content validity were
approved by the group of experts. The internal reliability of the scale and test were .89
and .68, respectively. Statistical techniques used in data analysis were mean,

standard deviation and t-test statistic.

The major findings were the followings :

1. The ' inquiry of nursing students after the experiment was significantly
higher than before the experiment, at the .05 level, but the critical thinking ability of
nursing students after the ' experiment was not significantly different, atthe .05 level.

2. There was no significant  difference between the inquiry and critical
thinking ability after the experiment of nursing students in the experimental group and

control group.

Field of study........ Nursing Education...... Student's signature.............cocoeeiiiiennn.

Academic Year.....2000.............ooeeene. Advisor's signature.............ocoii,
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