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The main theme of this thesis is to study the role of Thanat Khoman, Thailand’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs, during 1958-1971 in the context of power structure of an
international system in which the United States is positioned as a superpower. This
structure, labelled as Pax Americana, promotes the capitalist economic system and

politically antagonises the Communists in the conflict called the Cold War.

The study finds that international power structure under the US supremacy of
Pax Americana greatly influenced Thailand’s foreign policy through Thanat Khoman,
the key actor between 1958 and 1971. Thanat implemented foreign security policy
according to Pax Americana’s structure as illustrated by his opposition to
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