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# # 5784666928 : MAJOR COMMUNICATION ARTS

KEYWORDS: SHAN, SHAN OPERA, FOLK MEDIA
PRIDABHORN SRIMUANG: COMMUNICATING IDENTITY AND SOCIAL ROLES OF
SHAN OPERA. ADVISOR: JESSADA SALATHONG, pp.

This qualitative research aimed to study the components, identities and social
roles of Shan Opera. Participants were 72 people, including the persons who associated
with Shan Opera (n=20), the audiences of Shan Opera (n=50) and the Shan scholars
(n=2). Data were collected during October 2015 - March 2017 by in-depth interviews,
via 12 Live Shan Opera shows, in Thailand and Myanmar (Shan state), and also via

related documents. Data were analyzed by content analysis.
The findings revealed that :

1. there were 12 components of Shan Opera covering: 1) process of the show
2) musical instruments and melodies 3) people who involved with the show 4)
placement, backdrop and stage 5) Showtime and show opportunities 6) clothes 7)
knowledge of Shan Opera 8) prohibitions and superstitions 9) sing in Shan language 10)
respect for teachers /masters 11) trust of Goddesses (called Surussavadee) 12) relations

between men and women.

2. there were 6 identities of Shan Opera, including: 1) identity of songs 2
identity of local language 3) identity of entertainment 4) identity of Shan costume 5)

identity of Local literature and 6) identity of minority nationalism.

3. there were 12 social roles of Shan Opera: 1) role in self-formation 2) role in
upgrading individual’s status in society 3) role in self-reflection 4) role in creating
memories together 5) role in building up harmonization 6) role in entertaining 7) role
in transmitting knowledge 8) role in teaching people to be a good person 9) role in
playing as a Cultural Learning Center 10) role in reflecting individual and local identity

11) role in creating campaign and 12) role in connecting with other folk media.

Field of Study: Communication Arts Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2017 Advisor's Signature
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dunuAnuesuTetiaas W1auean (Bronislaw Malinowski) nanrimguiviide
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MY WAV wagane (2543) na1v31 Oueagwuud WWunisdmguinig
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1) nqunsseuimedeny (Social Learning Theory) ¥048atdsn Tugsn (Albert
Bandura, 1977) WisuiadourladAniifunundndooguumudmsinndssondld sz
oSusyaraazSeuinnAnsailvl  Tnemsdananginssuvesyanadusiuyszaunisaings
violFoudiuminuuiunnglude Tnetduddyifnasonsinduladouluuresyana Ao
nsnszduieusuasiluBinuanday  vensliesiadleyanalinginssuilvengan
wagmsaslnuiloyaraiingAnssuiiliivangan

2) nquiiufaustusyadanuisnuaia (Para-Social Interaction Theory) 185895714
wazlia (Horton & Wohl, 1956) nanitgwusemsineqiinddunuinmsinauesdilenia
1nd%n 330 wazymnpsasafiufiazas Anuansinuiusey luldyusmegmainansannine
wiloufuivnnisalfananfuaaumsniais  uavsniuyaeadsnarufufiouatyvieny
1né%n  Tnenansdrsvasasinsimiiegmuundiivsavamdnis wuinduniufduius
yadanuAsemaiaiuiaras dnuandluseiugs Taeuansoonuludnuagsineg e1f s
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3) ngun15vau (Play Theory) Yadawsinuduy (Stephenson,1967) ngufn1stauLiiy
unumvesdemarulugiuziaiesduresUszriey  nsuslnadetuiiis apvinlviguilnaiia
maynauL Aamndnasnaufisnelas man domavilugiuziedesduresszavy
annsoidvsnaseiamsssy amde wmsgunsAdudin mIuanseenvesyAna Naug
msauliudnd1 desnaruausaiamnumanmduanldlunslimusalussiusiie
Fefumnauiidasslunsidenierauladevveiogmuiius A¥NAe1anuIInIY
wanmay thlugmsasundasirusduaznginssulalufiae

4) nguinstdusslevtnaganuiianala (Uses and Gratifications Theory) a5u1e
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