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THAINESS AND THAILAND'S PARTICIPATION IN THE KOREAN WAR. Advisor:
Asst. Prof. Wasana Wongsurawat, Ph.D.

This thesis investicates the Thai State’s reasons for participating in the
Korean War (1950 - 1953 AD). Research findings demonstrate that the building of
nationalist discourse of the Thai state following the conclusion of the Second
World War relied heavily upon factors of modern political atmosphere. It focused
on national security that was being challenged by communism in the global
political context of the ideological conflict between communism and liberal
democracy. This directly affected the political situation in East Asia, resulting in the
Korean Peninsula becoming an arena for the violent conflict between the two

political ideological camps

When the Korean War broke out, Thailand was the first country in
Southeast Asia to declare its participation in the war. This was a clear declaration
of support for the USA and its anti-communist policies in Asia. Moreover, the Thai
state established the concept of ‘Nation, Religion and King’ as the principle
discourse to support the Thai state’s participation in the Korean War. Hence, the
Thai state’s nation-building and anti-communist policies were influenced by
international political contexts, especially the threats from communist China, and

were significantly shaped by the global political situation during the Korean War.
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The June 25 war was provoked illegally
by the North Korean Communists aiming at Communizing South Korea by Force
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> Michael Yahuda, The International Politics of the Asia-Pacific 1945-1950 (London:
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CHINA /FIRST TO

Suw Yar-sem

= OCTORER 0,711

We Salute the -
CHINESE REPUBLIC *°
On her Bithday OCTOBER 10

o= China - the First of our Allies to fight Japan,

" P L p
. China - in spite of war, struggling victoriously
UNITED CHINA RELIEF
PARTICIPATING IN MATIONAL WAR FUND

toward Democracy as we did 150 years ago.

HELP HER TO FIGHT BRAVELY ON!

UniTten CHINA RELIEF

- Member Agency »f the National War Fund

Anlnwamas When The US. And China were Allies

(fian: https://thediplomat.com dhdadle 14 September 2017)
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' China civil War, Princeton Model United Nations Conference 2016, pp. 19-20
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'" Chen Jian, Mao’s China and The Cold war (London: The University of North Carolina
press, 2001), pp. 46-48.

'® Memorandum by the Director of the Policy Planning Staff (Kennan) for the Secretary
and Under Secretary of State May 24, 1948 [Washington] [ auiaﬁ], 15 June 2018. online
https://history.state.gov/milestones/1945-1952/truman-doctrine

" Stanley Swinton, The Associated Press Singapore bureau chief, 14 January, 91909l
Grossman Nicolas, Chronicle of Thailand: Headline news since 1946 (Bangkok: Bangkok Post,

2009), p. 41.
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Foununiug a.a. 1950 uunA$BiRunsluSasiosiads (Welling) Usznedn audl
edeyanafiduamdnnssaneuiindadegluile uazusglaninindsiiannsnazviane
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When a great democracy is destroyed, it will not be because of enemies from
without but rather because of enemies from within. The truth of this statement is
becoming terrifyingly clear as we see this country each day losing on every front
... This, ladies and gentlemen, gives you somewhat of a picture of the type of
individuals who have been helping to shape our foreign policy. In my opinion the
State Department, which is one of the most important government departments,
is thoroughly infested with communists. | have in my hand 57 cases of individuals
who would appear to be either card-carrying members or certainly loyal to the
Communist Party, but who nevertheless are still helping to shape our foreign
policy. One thing to remember in discussing the communists in our government
is that we are not dealing with spies who get 30 pieces of silver to steal the
blueprints of new weapons. We are dealing with a far more sinister type of

activity because it permits the enemy to guide and shape our policy21
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2 FHenuefinsouilos 9nlawy wunA1SE B9 999U AR Wid Wi 184-198 [eaulai], 18
AanAu 2560 WIETILN http://econ.tu.ac.th/archan/RANGSUN/.pdf
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East Asia The Modern Transformation,” A History of East Asian Civilization Vol. 2,

p.717.
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# Chen Jian, Mao’s China and The Cold war (London: The University of North Carolina

press, 2001), p. 85.
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Your great country now joins and gives us encouragement for the unity of
purpose developing everywhere among nations of the democratic faith. They
confirm my belief that freedom-loving, liberty and justice must ultimately prevail.
With this strengthened faith, | thank Your Excellency from the bottom of my
heart for the past, for the present, and most of all, for the bright future which
will inevitably favor the relations between our two peoples.
9 54 T (SYNGMAN RHEW),
29 October 1949°
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