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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this thesis is to study the nature of

folktale during the process of transmission : its variations

and their contributing factors. The researcher selected the

Rama story as a subject for case study. The Thai £olk versions

used for this analytical purpose are Phra Lak - Phra Lam and

Rama Jataka from the Northeast, Horaman and Prommachak from the

North and Ramakien of Ban Kuan Kuey from the South. These are

compared with the most complete, literary court version of King

Rama I of Thailand.

It is found that during the course of transmission the

Rama tale underwent many changes of detail, expansion, reduction

and transposition. At times, it even suf fered confusion.

Changes of detail are found particularly in the why =

motifs and the how - motifs of the characters' ventures. At



the same time, variations usually occur at the beginning, at
the juncture, and at the end of the &tory. They might have
been caused by the story ‘= tellers' imagination. Or else, the
story ~ tellers might have intended to induce familiarzation

or rationalization.

Local tales helped to furnish new materials for an
expansion of the Rama story. Naga, which is'one of the most
popular characters is consequently added in the northeastern
version. Thus, thefe are found episodes about a Naga building
a city for Rama's ancestors, & Naga kidnapping Rama to the
underworld, and Naga daughters being given in mérriage to both
Rama and Hanuman., Besides, Rama himself was transformed somehow
‘into the typical, romance hero, who took a number of minor wives
as he went through the series of combat with the Yaksha race..
In one case; the local Sangsinchai story was tagged on to the

Rama version of the Northeast.

Several characters in the Rama story were made to
conform to the local traditions. Hanuman of the northeastern
version uses "Phya" poetic language in his courtship dialogue
with a Yaksha maiden. , Rama and Lakshmana were greeted with the

Baisi ceremony upon their return from the epic ware.

The Thai folk versions of the Rama story retain only
the major characters, namely Rama, Tosakan, Hanuman, Bali,

Sugriv, and Sita. Episodes about Parot, Satrut, Kaikesi, and



Sammanakkha are not recounted. This reduction of characters
means a shortening and simplification of élot. Major incidents
warfare include only the episodes on Rama being kidnapped to
the underworld and the episode of Mokkhasak. Thus, the folk
versions are much more concise than the literary, court version
of King Rama I. They conform more to the epic law of folk
_narratives in which a folktale generally sticks to the single

strand of plot and character.

Confusions andvinterchanges of episodes occcur where
charaéters or motifs of’similar nature‘are involved. There are
confusions between Sita and Montho, confusions as to the remedy
of wognds suffered from Mokkhasax, Kabilapat spear and Prommastra
bow. In some cases, Rama, Tosakan, Bali and Sugriv are lumpéd
up as offsprings of the same ancestors. Indrajit becomes Tosakan's

brother, while the role of Piphek is ‘replaced by one of Tosakant's

sSonse.

Thus, it is found that as a folktale passes ‘through folk
tradition, it undergoes changes and adapts itself to the local,
traditional environment. However, in the midst of these variations,
a folktale will retain its identity by preserving its archetypal

plot and character.
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