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ABSTRACT

The problem of this thesis is the problem of whether there are
any basic statements in any structure of belief justification, when
these beliefs are statements about the world. In epistemological dis-
cussion there are many diverse opinions about this problem. The dims
of this thesis are, to interpret this problem clearer, and.secondly,

to find the most possible theory.

At the first stage, I will try to demarcate the approaches of.
foundationalism from nonfoundationalism by referring to their necessary
conditions. Because of my tendency to believe thatAthe most possible
theory is nonfoundationalism, at the second stage, I will try to indicate
that foundationaliém ig not a goed theory by showing that two distinguished
foundatibnal theories,-C. I.-Lewis‘ theory in "An Analysis of Knowledge
and Valuation® and R. M. Chisholm's theory in "Theory oflKnowledge“
(se-cohd edition) -, run into many difficulties in explaning the structure

of belief justification as foundationalism.

And, finally, I will defend the position that there are basic
statements and ncn-~basic statements, but we do not use any basic state-
ment in justification of the non-basic statements. So, for the present,

the most possible theory is nonfoundationalism, and this nonfoundational

theory is similar to that W. V. O. Quine's in "Two Dogmas of Empiricism.”
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