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The purposes of this research were two folds. First, was to compare
physician' s treatment decisions on patients before and after payment method
had been identified. Second, to examine the differences in treatment
expenditure among the two groups of patient once payment methods had been
indentified to be with and without third-party payment. Treatment expenditure
was estimated through sample of 610 URI patients and 32 physicians at
Rajavithi Hospital. The expenditure was studied\by retrospective and cross

sectional and was analyzed by path analysis and stepwise multiple regression.

No significant difference on treatment expense was found between
before and after identifying payment method. But after the classification of
payment method was made, there was a significant difference in treatment
expenditure between with and without third-party payment at 99 % confidence
interval. Path analysis and stepwise multiple regression were attempted. The
result showed treatment expenditure varied with physician' s specialization,
patients' requests, physician age, patient age, third-party payment and
duration of treatment (R2 = 0.24). Among the patients without third-party
payment, however, treatment expenditure varied accordingly with physician's
specialization (R2 = ,06) and among those with third-party payment,

patients' request, physician's specialization, patient age, physician age and

duration of treatment affected treatment expense (R2 = ,26)
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