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ABSTRACT

The Sakdina ¢lass played the dominant position in the Thai

socio-économic formation through the Sakdina mode of production, It

had maintained its dominant role by not only controling over land and

labour and surplus appropriation, but also by the ideoloty which made

the people submissive, Moreover, production units, sush as villages,

were self-sufficient, therefore, the process of division of labour

and trade could not develop, The so called "foreign trade " were

monopolized by the Sakdina group so that the bourgeois class could

not develop enough to play are important role in the society, Thus,

the Sakdina class could maintain its absolute power without any

challenge from other classes, Contradictions were within its own

class, As a consequence, there was no change in Sakdina relations of

production,

In 1855 the Sakdina class was challengad by the Western

powers backed by their military and aconomic power, Facing the

threat of western powers, the Thai ruling class had to adjust itself

to respond to the westcrn interests, Along with the western economic



powers, the liberal ideology peratrated the Thai Society and that

new ideology began to challenge the existing Sakdina ideology, Although
the ruling class had been aware of this trend and tried to "reform "

the social structursz, but they could not resist the change, On June

24, 1932 the absolute monarchy was overthrown by Khana Rasadorn,

Members of Khana Rasadorn mostly consisted of burecaucrats who did

not belong to any of the economic classes, By (tilizing buncaucratic
system, Khana Rasadorn resigted, the Sakina group, the €hinesc
bourgeoisie and slso imperialism, At the same time they tried to

build up their economic base by establishing state capitalism,

The Coup d'Etat in 1947 terminated the roles of Khana Rasadorn,
The army group, led by Marshall P, Pibulsongkram, seized the power,
Though, there was attempt to maintain state capitalism system, but
some of the armed-group began to seriously run business by themselves
and later on, they became a so-called '"militarist capitalists',
Parallel to this, the United states tried to push the Thai ruling class
to reform the social structure to correspond with capitalism,Up to 1957,
the "militarist capitalist' group, led by Marshall Sarit Dhanaratch,
made a coup and overthrew Marshall P, Pubulsongkram and the Ratchakru
group, After that, there had been a smooth collaboration between the
Thai ruling class and the United States, The dictatorial state was
established, Social reformation was arranged to respond to capitalism
as well as the ruling class interests, Investment promotion policy
was put as the national policy in order to attract foreign investors,
Ideology by that time was created only to support Sarit's dictatorial

regime,



Te

Though Sarit was dead in 1963, his dictatorial state still
persisted for ten years afterward under the control of Thanom-Prapas,
another militarist capitalist group, The absolute dictatorial regime
of Thanom-Prapas was overthrown by the 14 October 1973 uprising, From
then on, the real capitalists could play more important and direct

roles in polities, They came to power though the election process,
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