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##4285140528 MAJOR: MASS COMMUNICAION

KEYWORD : IDENTITY FORMATION / CHILDREN / BANN RAJAVITHI
SOWAN KONGSAWAT : COMMUNICATION AND THE FORMATION OF CHILDREN
AND YOUTH IDENTITY OF BANN RAJAVITHI HOME FOR GIRLS. THESIS ADVISOR :
ASSOC. PROF. UBONRAT SIRIYUVASAK, Ph.D., 231 pp. ISBN 974-17-2851-4.

This research is to study the relationship between the communication behaviour and the
identity formation of children and youth in Bann Rajavithi home for girls. The methodology used was
applied ethnography for which 4 months of observation and interview was carried out in Bann
Chaiyaprug, Bann Gomes and Bann Jankapor.

The objectives of this study are; 1. To study the socio-cultural environment of the children in
Baan Rajavithi 2. To study the communication and media use of these children 3. To study the
relationship between their communication behaviour and the identity formation of these children 4.
To study the obstacles of identity formation in these children.

The result of the research showed that the soicio-cultural environment is one in which strict
discipline is applied, warmth and empathy is lacking, children are made into receivers of a charitable
people and society, feeling of inequality and lacking the potential to develop. These children formed
3 major characteristics; seeking love and close relationship, constant begging and a double
personality which appeared strong outside but internally weak.

The children are allowed to access the media on weekends. They enjoyed watching
television most and listened to some radio. There is not much reading material around these houses.
The children, however, are able to find gratifications from television drama and comic books and
entertain themselves by singing and playing in their free time.

The housekeeper-cum-teacher is the key influence in the identity formation process of the
children through the processes of childcare and communication. On the other hand, the mass
media have been influential in-the formation of sexual identity of the girls.

The children are aware ‘of their social and class positions. They. could easily differentiate
themselves from their schoolmates and the charitable people who frequently visit Bann Rajavithi.
They could also identify with some of the characters in the media who share similar class position.

The obstacles in the identity formation process of the children in Bann Rajavithi stemmed
from the unhappy relationship among those around them, the housekeeper who lack psychological

understanding and the absence of an appropriate socio-cultural and communication environment.

Department Mass Communication Student’s signature ...
Field of Study Mass Communication AdVisor's signature .........ccoooeiiiiiiii,

Academic year 2002
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