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The objective of the thesis is to study the role of outdoor space the everyday life of crowded communities’
residents. This study leads to the better understanding of how to utilize the outdoor space within the limitation of crowded
communities. The research is mainly conducted by observations and questionnaires. Literature surveys and targeted
physical surveys also have been done in order to collect the data for quantitative analysis. Outdoors space utilization in
crowded communities is classified into two(2) major categories: Outdoors space utilization for equipment installations and
outdoors space for utilization for activities. The former is subdivided into four(4) main groups: spaces for vehicles,
professional tools, household equipments, and specific equipments for a particular activity(i.e., sport equipments and
children toys.) Similarly, the latter is subdivided into 4 main groups: necessary activities, optional activities, social
activities and children activities. It is notable to break up children activities into a new group, event though it is a part of
social activities, due to its special characteristic in outdoor space utilization.

According to the study, a free space in crowded communities is closely related to dwellers' ways of life. The
spaces have a strong impact both on residents' working behaviors and recreational activities. The interesting
characteristic of the spaces is to use as storage for the surplus or as working space extended from the dwelling.
Physically, an unorganized free space in the communities is both favorable and unfavorable to the communities at the
same time, especially in people interaction. Moreover, being used for various activities, the free space with overlapped
activities tends to cause a conflict within the community.

The development of this free space in crowded communities will greatly affect the improvement in quality of life
and interaction among the residents. However, in order to achieve this goal, the cooperation from numerous portions is
needed; ranging from community management, supports from local authorities, physical developments from related

organizations as well as, importantly, a land use plan which takes into account the significant in crowded communities.
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