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Five species of two genera of land 1eCheS: Haemadipsa zeyianica, H. sylestris, H. picta,
Tritetrabdella scandens aN0 7. taiwana, Were found in Thailand from July 1998 to December 2000. Two
SUbSpecies Of n. sywestris'. H. syvestris interrupta N0 1. sywestris SP.I, Were distinguished from the
number of fuiTow pits. 1. zeyianica Was also classified into two new subspecies by their differences in
ecological and morphological characters. Moreover, three unidentified species were also distinguished in
this study. The taxonomic status of these species will be later investigated in detail. Three out of five
identified Species, v. picta, 7. scandens N0 7. taiwana, Were New records in Thailand. Most of land
leeches were observed in the forest except . zeyianica SUBSP.I which were found both in the forest and
agricultural areas.

The relationship between the population size of land leeches at Khao Yai National Park and
physical factors was investigated. Rainfall, temperature and relative humidity were positively correlated
with the population size whereas %cover was negatively correlated. A linear equation was constructed in
order to predict the population size of land leeches during each period. It was found that the Seasonal
change strongly affected the number and the dispersion of land leeches. In dry season, a few of them were
found and their dispersion was clumped while in the rainy season many of them were found and dispersed
randomly. Cocoon deposition occurred during early rainy season from May to June. Life cycle of the
land leech in the study area was also investigated.
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