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special Narration

The West coast attracts exotic species of all
sources, especially to the fable playgrounds of
Southern  California, But even out here,
Hollywood has no monopoly on drama. The
strange human accesses can often spell the big
box offices. You just have to know a better look.

Walt 1

“California, home to a lot of creatures with some
pretty strange and materialistic lifestyles, but not
an enormous bizarre to an acom wood-pecker,
just looks at the kind of stuffs they do. 1started
studying in 23 years ago, and 1 have heen
hooked down there ever since."

1*

“National Geographic”

National Geographic

Conic

Hollywood

Walt
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Narration 1

300 miles of the Coast from Sunset Boulevard is 420 Sunset
Camel Valley, home of movie star, Clint Boulevard Camel Valley
Eastwood. But there is another hero  this part, Clint Eastwood

though he is a little less well-known. There is a

biologist, Walt Conic, lives with acorn wood- Walt

peckers. A close  personal, he seen bird drain - Conic
ethnics, their rivals in this town. But mostly,
these hirds are wild and they can't just get Chinsen  Town

enough acoms.

Walt



" *kk

Chinsen Town

Barns

Ewings

[
This is Hesting reservation, for a ward lives, Hesting Walt
works and his main most of his discoveries
about wood-peckers.
Walt | Walt
“This is a great place to work, my lab is right up ' - Walt

here and my office is over there. 1live this
around the corner there, and right here is one of 300



my main trees-this 300 years old oak is the
home of the Ewing's family on South Folk in
Dallas. That's my job, just like watching on soap
opera, watching them, see what they are doing
is endlessly entertaining. Here they are now"

Narration I

Like the TV, the Ewing lives in seeming bliss.
This is JR. This is Bobby. They share the job of
fathering offspring. Exceeding the wood is Sue
Ellen, she and her sister, Pamela, are the cranes
breeding females. Their 4 grand children also
live in South Folk, but not happily, lacking
breeding status. They endure a sex start
observing an existence, in compensate; they
collect acoms, feed babies and scheme the
nests on their own.

Ewings

South Folk Dallas

Ewings
JR

Sue Ellen

Bobby

Pamela



Walt 1L
"Let's go and check out the neighbors”

Narration Il

The next spread over belongs to the Bams
family. They are stil  South Folk  a Hollywood
minute.

Walt IV

' study about 40 groups of acorns
woodpeckers here in Hesting, some spread out
through the 2,000 acres of the reserves which
gives me a pretty busy, keep in track of them all.
These hirds are the neighbors of the one who
lives down there by my office. This one fell out a
couple of years ago and left them the perfect
place to build the nest up there on the tree, right
now; there are three nestlings  there.”

South Folk

Walt

40

Hesting

Barns

2,000

Walt



Narration IV

this Adian soap opera, the Bams outcomes Bams
the Ewings, main male Crif rules the roost, they Ewings Crif
got a powerful gain. 8
The Barns' granary is the largest there out, they Barns

consumed a whole tree, wild tree spectacular

woodpeckers agree. Al the birds pack an

acomn-size hole, the Barns has 10,000 compare

with the only 7,000 next door in South Folk. For Barns
the Bams, and for any acorn woodpecker, too 10,000

much is never enough, they are always ask for a  Ewings 7,000

few acorns more. A granary tree is the status of Bams

woodpecker's life; they fight beckoned-croft for

this territory.



WaltV

“This is the role for granary, may be there are
10,000 holes in it. There are some granaries in
California where they been estimated to have
about 50,000 holes in them. It is an amazing for
a manual work, but it is important and it is worth
It, because they need the energy they can get
very quickly by coming to a tree like this in the
winter in order to make it trough the cold and
wet period that they experienced. And even for
more importantly, next spring, this group is likely
to have acorns in remaining and that will give
them the extra energy they need. When we need
some quick food, that is relatively high in fat with
low in nutrition, we just run down to the local
burger place, but the woodpecker can just go

Conic
10,000

Hamburger

50,000

California



right to one of these granaries and pull out an
acorn, this is their fast food fixed."

Narration V

Acoms are the woodpeckers' only food, they
also eat insects, sub-trisects and much the
occasional lizards, but the fast and fat-based
energy, nuts are just the things.

Walt W

"These acorns are actually infested hy insects.
The hirds are willing to eat these things when
they come across and there are quite clear that
they are storing these acomns for the acoms
being itself a nut that insects might be infesting
them, which they are just a little extra bonus”

en



Narration
Besides studying with woodpeckers in a while,
Walt has one...

Walt VI

“This is Lucia. Lucia fell out of the nest and I'm
breeding her temporarily until she is ready to be
released. She is a social hird, and we always
say hello to each other. And she is relatively
familiar with me at this point, so she whacking to
me every time 1came home as well."

Until Lucia takes off, she is a terfic study
subject.

Wait VI

“One of the great things about woodpecker is
their tongue, their extremely long which is
something that they have in order to be able to
reach insects in a deepen wood. The tongue

Walt

Lucia Walt

Lucia



goes all the way back, wrapped around to the
top of the forehead. There are a lot of funs to
watch, a lot of fun to study and there are very
mysterious they do very bizarre things, so it kept
things interesting over the years, trying to figure
out what is going on"

Narration VI
Spring has calmed out in toxicated, where the
wild turkeys flock their wears.

Back at the ranch, family Ewings has been hbusy,
laying South Folk first egg in the new season, a
baby Ewing is on the way. But may be not, Sue
Ellen visited; she is paying a respect, or is she?
Egg-napping is not the crime among acom
woodpeckers.  fact, stealing eggs is crucial to
a smoothly functioning nurse ring.

Camel

Valley

Pamela Ewings

Sue

Ellen



Walt X

"L know it seem bizarre, but cannibal is Walt
measurably make sense. First born kid has a
distinct privilege, so if your sister starts laying
egg before you do, what you got to do is you got
to go  and take those eggs out and eat them,
then you actually get a low nutritional lunch out
of it, and it will give you a chance to get ready to
start laying your own eggs. That point, you can
both lay eggs together in the same nest, and
your Kids are going to have an equal chance of

pledging.”

Narration IX
the warm spring sky, the Ewing stage an air Ewings
show straight out as top gun in front of audience Top Gun

Humming Bird

<n



of one humming hird. They celebrating like, a
new generation has arrived, two babies of Sue
Ellen, one is Pamela's. With two mothers caring
for them, the chicks have a better chance for
survival.

Only four days old, they are already extra
attention gang; they are demanding to be fed.
Insects are mothers’ milk to them, crunchy and
high in protein. The bug buffet is perfect for a
growing chick.

The finding foods are hard work; Sue Ellen and
Pamela are flying themselves to a flare.
Unfortunately, the non-breeding Ewings fuel
their care duty too, pursuing targets in high
speed chases. Soon, the babies look more like
birds as they gain in size and weight, their
appetites expand.

Pamela

Pamela

Sue Ellen

Sue Ellen



Feeding keeps the adult woodpeckers in a
flimsy. When time permits, they hit the snack
bar. At the granaries, the tired bird can snatch
an acom fixed to hoost the energy, before back
to feed those babies.

By week three, the chicks are stronger, hungrier,
and at dinnertime, anything goes. Room service
will stop soon, because al across the valley,
chicks are ahout to leave the nest. The first will
get the physical check from Walt and his
assistant Joey.

Goes for snake can be a problem, but snakes
are the least of all tourists, some nests are 50
feet up.

Only the strongest chicks reach this point.

Walt

Joey

«



Using colored bands to identify each chick, Walt
can track the growth and developer. He knows
the nestling chances of survival, which often
determine by weight.

Walt X

"Woodpeckers all looked pretty much alike at
least to ask and they don't give US any clue
since to who is actually breeding within a group
S0 in order to determine parent out of kid, we
have to do a little bit of detective work that is to
take a tiny blood sample from a wing-veins of
the birds and to doing a DNA on them. We have
done that now for about 300 hirds over the past
5 years, and it begun to give us some insights in
the mystery of their behavior.”

Walt

300

DNA

Walt
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Narration X Il
DNA reveals a ot but you don't need a DNA

computer print-out to know that an acorn
woodpecker’s life is tied to the changing Computer
seasons. For in this valley, fall is the prime time.

When autumn finally reaching Hesting, the oak

trees are full of acorns.

Hesting



The granaries are nearly empty and every hole
must be filled. For the woodpeckers, harvest
festival means much more than fun again. Each
day, they collect hundreds of acorns, one nut
per trip. They may lot twelve miles through the
air in a day, flying solo across open country,
exposed to many dangers.

The valley is full of hawks. These skilled hunters
killed one of those woodpeckers in five. Walt
knows the season is crucial for the Ewings. The
acorns crop seemed sniff, and Ewings have
fewer workers on the wings. If they cant fill the
granaries, the whole crane will be at risk.
Surviving the winter is only half the battle. They
need enough nuts to last through next spring.

100

19

Ewings

5

Walt



Up the hill, the Bams are in much better shape.
With more family members, their granaries will
soon be loaded. Collecting the acorns is only
the first step, each nut must be fit. Acorns lure
many animals, but California ground squirrels
are really nutty for them. These bright eyes,
bushy tail burglars, sees the South Folk
granaries as the candy shops with the back
door left opened. While the Ewings focus on
stalking the pantry, the squirrel stealing them
blind.

The squirrel is second-storey artist of an
amazing skill, which can tight acorns from a tight
spot. The owners of granaries like forth-knock.

Ewings

Barns

California

South Folk



The Ewing survives the winter. Spring should be
a happy time, but instead, there is trouble blue.
Pamela disappeared last week, leaving her
babies  Sue Ellen’s charge. What happened to
Pamela is a mystery that foul play must be
considered, especially with red-shouldered
hawks, nesting nearby. There is no evidence
they were responsible for Pamela’s vanishing
act. But if the hawks were not the Killers, who
did? And who's next?

Then, early one morning, Walt awaked to a
commercial ~ South Folk.

Ewings

Pamela
Sue  Ellen

Pamela

Pamela

Walt

South  Folk
Ewings ~ South Folk



Walt X

"Oh.| can find some small pieces here.this is
the ring female 10.1850 on it. It's Sue Ellen. And
now, there are vacancies in this group. That is
an exciting event, and there will be helpers here
from all over the places, fighting it out to replace
the females.

Narration VA

News of Sue Ellen's death spread like a wildfire,
leading the Bamns trees non-breeding females
raise competitors from across the valley to South
Folk for an apex fight. The vacancies left by Sue
Ellen and Pamela offer other females a shot of
breeding status. The abandoned Ewing babies
sit hopeless as the crane's war begins.

The babies' hungry cries go unheard. The other
birds leave, those with tarried will die.

1850  Sue Ellen Walt

Sue Ellen

Barns
South  Folk

Sue Ellen Pamela

Walt



Barns

The first victorious sister lands, the Barns sister

has seized South Folk. Soon, the second Bams Barns South Folk
sister arrived as the roost, immediately assumed

the Sue Ellen and Pamela’s roles. They may Sue Ellen Pamela
breed the first of the new dynasty. And they do. Ewings

The Ewing chicks are history.

Ewings

Its a sad reflection of acorn woodpeckers’

reality, but the remaining Ewings accept the new Ewings
episode without a shredded persistent to agree.

The new order has embraced without question.

For the surviving Ewings, the future starts today.



Ewings

Walt X

“t has been really fun trying to unravel the Walt
mystery of acorn woodpeckers, and the more 1
study them, the more 1come to appreciate for

many kinds of problem that they face, and the

way they cooperate to solve them. After all, they

are highly social creatures, just like people. But 1

also come to realize that the first person come to
charge is every bird for itself.

Soecial Narration |

How about Lucia, she is old enough to start a

family and she ought to be free, but if she is Lucia Walt
smart, she will find another neighborhood. Yes,

Lucia is back in her world, but it is the world full

of bad luck, trouble and cutthroat to do you win,

Walt

Lucia
Lucia



for the price of an acorn.
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