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The objective of this research is to study the characteristics of communication and communication
channels of different phases of development of a Friend of "Or" group, identity of "Or" group, and factors which
affect the development of "Or" group by means of qualitative research. Documentary research and in-depth
interviews with representatives of group leaders, public health workers, counselors, and people with HIV/AIDS
were used to complete this study.

The results are as follows:
(1) The movement activity of "Or" group is a form of a civil society movement that liaises through the public
sphere to expand the area of thought related to individuals with HIV/AIDS and to groups of people with HIV/AIDS
(2) The development of "Or" group can be divided into 3 phrases: establishment, network development and
stability. The broad communication styles of the "Or" group can be identified as a horizontal two-way
communication.  This communication style maintains an equal basis between its members in regular
circumstances and power-oriented top-down one-way communication in crisis circumstances through all
channels hoth formal and informal communication (3) The identity of a Friend of "Or" group is comprised of 3
characteristics: a) Thai alphabet "Or", b) Yellow color and c) “Or" T-shirt. (4) Factors which influence the
development of "Or" group at the Group-level are: generosity among each other of HIV-positive group members,
consciousness of group-oriented activities and interaction, receiving support from Governmental and Non-
Governmental Organizations and consistency of communication of group members. Factors at the Social-level
are: hosting a regional AIDS conference, reformation of country administration by the government, and sharing
experiences among people with HIV/AIDS from different countries. A Factor of the network structure system is
communication through coordinating within the networks of the Thai NGO Coalition on AIDS and the Thai
Network for Peaple with HIV/AIDS.
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